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I.M.Pact's Penny Gazabat with the group's domestic violence display at the May Livable
Community Fair, where I.M.Pact's future benefactors learned about the group's needs.
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I.M.Pact’s dream to become reality 
By Irene Torres
KP News

Little did any of the members of the
I.M.Pact Board suspect, when
approached by a couple at the Livable
Communities Fair in May, that they were
to be honored with an incredible dona-
tion — one that would propel their long-
awaited dream forward. 

Former summer residents of the Key
Peninsula for 35 years, now full-time res-
ident retirees, John and Shirley Nederlee
visited the fair with the purpose of
researching the needs of this community.
The Nederlees represent the Geneva
Foundation, based in Edmonds, Wash.
They recognized domestic violence is an
issue that needs to be addressed every-

(See GIFT, Page 12)

By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

Forget driving to Puyallup and fighting
traffic. The Key Peninsula Community
Fair is the place to go. It has just about
everything, and it benefits local commu-
nity groups.

With three days packed with food, ven-
dors, games, and entertainment, there
are no excuses for not making it to the
KP fair this year. There is something for
everyone, from petting zoos and
pony rides for the kids to a beer
garden for adults. 

The fair, bigger this year, has so
much to offer that it would almost
be easier to list what it doesn’t
have. But here it is anyway: kids
workshops with Home Depot, a
fitness corner with Kellogg’s
Special K (free samples too), a
four-sided climbing wall, an oxen

August brings a mix of
entertainment to KP

OOtthheerr  AAuugguusstt  eevveennttss::
Renaissance Faire, page 26
Randy Travis concert, page 18
Dance w/Junkyard Jane, page 26

Photos
courtesy 
of 
Scott
Turner

Those who don’t like busy crowds and
long for the good ol’ days with some old-
fashioned fun need not complain, but
head to the Longbranch Improvement

Club Aug. 16 for
Old Timer’s Day. 

The name Old
Timers’ is some-
what self-
explanatory. It’s
about family
and tradition—
but it’s certainly

not just for ol’
timers. Food,
vendors and
exhibits, games,
and lots of music
are an 18-year tra-
dition. The high-

Keeping the
tradition alive

(See TRADITION, Page 13)

(See FAIR, Page 18)



By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

Finding a job as a young person is tough
anywhere, but with the limited choices on
the Key Peninsula and lack of transporta-
tion, local youth have very few options. 

Like many local teens, Reanna LaCasse
was trying to find work—but it wasn’t easy.
Wanting to help out her family with extra
income as well as have some spending
money, she thought of a summer job.  “It’s
a way to get out of the house and do some-
thing during the summer,” she said.

Thanks to a new program introduced on
the Key Pen early this year, she could.
Offering youth employment services, job
training, tutoring and much more, the
Tacoma Community House gives local
youth the opportunity to be involved,
make some money, and succeed at whatev-
er they do, whether it is high school, col-
lege or work.

“It’s very valuable in this community,”
said Edie Morgan, program manager at

the Children’s Home Society’s KP Family
Resource Center, which has helped bring
the service locally. “They filled such a big
gap and a niche.”

The niche was filled through the efforts
of Bob Strobe, who has previously worked
with TCH in urban areas. “Tacoma
Community House was given a task to go
out in the rural areas of the county and
serve the local youth to give them employ-
ment and job-readiness skills,” he said. 

The Key Peninsula was the first such
rural area where TCH expanded. Youth
ages 14-21 from Gig Harbor and Key
Peninsula can enroll, as long as they meet
specific income criteria. They can have a
summer job or a part-time job during the
year, or they can get help with tutoring
and even finding full-time permanent
work. Strobe collaborates with local busi-
nesses to find placement, based on the
youth’s preferences and career goals. TCH
subsidizes the pay, which is often higher
than just minimum wage—and there is no
limit to the type of jobs. Some young peo-
ple manufacture parts or cook, others
work in computers, clerical support, day-
care, even auto repairs. Strobe keeps in
touch with the employers to check on
progress, create a schedule and a goals
plan for each participant.

“It’s not just a job service,” Strobe said.
“We provide much more in-depth sup-
port.”

That includes money incentives for
those who get good grades or improve
them, help finding scholarships or buying
books for college, vouchers for interview
clothes, and even purchasing job tools.

“The program has made a tremen-
dous difference for me and others,”

LaCasse said.
LaCasse, who is working this summer at

Camp Colman, lives down the street and
bikes or catches short rides to work. But for
many others, transportation is still a big
hurdle, so Strobe tries to find creative ways
to help some people get to work. Although
funds are available for a special van, he said
the costs are still very high, more than $700
per month, and it’s not feasible.

“Transportation really is a big prob-
lem,” he said. “There aren’t that many

jobs out here either.”
Many companies and organizations he

has approached for jobs have embraced
the idea. It helps them get qualified
employees and saves money because of the
wage subsidy. 

“It costs us a lot of money to hire peo-
ple,” said Morgan, who needs staff for the
society’s summer camps and other pro-
grams. “With the placement, they are paid
through their program and we don’t have
to use our limited budget.”
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Tacoma Community House helps KP teens
find work, school success

Photos by Rodika Tollefson
Above: Maria Joyce spends part of the time helping with the summer camp at Civic
Center and the rest doing office work at the Children’s Home Society office in Key
Center. Left:Reanna LaCasse got a job at Camp Colman for the summer through the
Youth Employment Program—an ideal place for her, since she loves working with kids,
and lives just down the street.

Program details
Young people ages 14-21 who meet

the income criteria and live in Gig
Harbor or on the Key Peninsula are wel-
come to apply for the program. New
participants will be accepted in
September and must commit for at least
a year. Tutoring, job readiness, employ-
ment placement and many other servic-
es are offered through the program.

Call Bob Strobe at Tacoma
Community House at 383-3951, or
learn about TCH at  www.tchonline.org.



By Irene Torres
KP News

Several beaches and important shellfish
beds around the Key Peninsula were list-
ed as “threatened” due to contamination
in a July announcement from the
Department of Health. Those areas
include Filucy Bay, Rocky Bay, Henderson
Bay, and Burley Lagoon.   A classification
of “threatened” is based on increasing
bacteria levels monitored at marine water
stations in shellfish growing areas. 

“If conditions worsen, the growing area
may be faced with a classification down-
grade, which would either place restric-
tions or prohibit harvest,” said Wayne
Clifford with the Washington Department
of Health.

Eleven shellfish companies harvest
from Henderson Bay, threatened due to
contamination from an undetermined
source. Rocky Bay supports harvest from
six companies. In 2001, a portion of this
area was upgraded to “approved,” though
water quality is now marginal. Filucy Bay
was downgraded from “conditionally
approved” to “restricted” in 2001. Three
companies harvest from Filucy Bay.     

Ray Hanowell from the Tacoma-Pierce
County Health Department and Dan
Wrye, Pierce County Water Programs, say
their departments “work as a team to
identify and mitigate sources of pollution
in the shellfish watersheds.” Their work
includes “beach evaluations, tributary
sampling, stormwater sampling, sanitary
surveys and educational efforts.” Their
efforts, in conjunction with Kitsap County
and state agencies, were successful in
upgrading a portion of Burley Lagoon,
known for decades to have water quality
problems. Only one company harvests
shellfish from the Burley Lagoon, which
has a “threatened” classification in the

southwest end. “Funding opportunities
are being developed toward maintaining
the constant vigilance needed to keep
these areas open,” Hanowell said.  

“Surveys are coordinated with several
organizations and agencies to protect and
restore shellfish production areas,”
according to Stuart Glasoe and Mary
Getchell of the Puget Sound Water
Quality Action Team. One study involves
the effects of urbanization in the contam-
ination of shellfish growing areas. The
action team notes, “The project, sched-
uled for completion in 2004, was
designed to determine whether shoreline
conditions in Puget Sound can be corre-
lated with development. If a correlation
can be found, recommendations will be
made for future building and key land-
use decisions.”  Pierce County Planning
and Land Services and the Pierce
Conservation District are providing addi-
tional assistance.

In July, Pierce County Water Programs
began a surface water management Basin
Plan for Key Peninsula/Islands areas, the
location of the area’s most important
shellfish beds. This plan includes a review
of flooding, water quality and fish habitat
issues, but representatives “anticipate
shellfish protection actions and proj-
ects…will be part of that process,” says
Wrye, “as teams of biologists, planners
and engineers will be doing stream sur-
veys over the next several months.”  
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Local shellfish areas listed as ‘threatened’
Harvesting of shellfish on the Key

Peninsula contributes to the regional
economy. Washington state shellfish
harvests total 85.5 million pounds of
oysters, clams and mussels, and bring
in $73.48 million per year, according
to the Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers.  

According to the Puget Sound Water
Quality Action Team, residents can do
much to protect shellfish growing areas
from further contamination by:

• Regularly checking septic systems to
ensure proper functioning

• Properly disposing of pet waste
• Keeping farm animals away from

waterways
• Minimizing stormwater runoff from

buildings and hard surfaces
• Paying attention to warnings posted

by the Department of Health
• Protecting and restoring natural

watershed systems, including native for-
est cover, soils, wetlands, and waterways,
which serve to preserve healthy shore-
lines

• Building away from shorelines and
streams, leaving or replacing trees that
serve as buffers

• Knowing the basic principles of
watershed management. Call Barbara
Smolko of Pierce County Water
Programs at 253-798-6156 to learn

more.  
• Learning and following the rules for

safe and legal shellfish harvesting. For
information, call the Biotoxin Hotline
at 1-800-562-5632.

• Helping to start a small-scale or com-
munity shellfish farm. Local and state
health departments can provide infor-
mation on current shoreline conditions.
The Washington Sea Grant Program
offers a booklet, “Small Scale Oyster
Farming for Pleasure and Profit in
Washington.” 

Contact sgpubs@u.washington.edu
• Volunteering and assisting with

watershed planning issues and monitor-
ing of non-native species

• Making investments in well-designed
programs and capital improvements,
establishing practices and an essential
framework to protect the beach envi-
ronment

• Sharing information about clean
and healthy shellfish habitat with others
in the community.

Help protect the health of the shellfish

   Ten years ago, the dream of home ownership was beyond the
reach of most people. Today, with hundreds of options
available, buying a home has become a dream come true for
many people.
    We offer private consultation with a real estate broker and
residential mortgage loan officer, in our office or in your
home, with no cost or obligation to you. Please call for an
appointment. Evenings and weekend appointments available.

• We specialize in buyer representation •

Phone: (253) 857-2970
Toll Free: (877) 690-6888

5800 Soundview Drive
Ste. A104
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
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CCeenntteerr  tthhaannkkss  ccoommmmuunniittyy
The Key Peninsula Civic Center

Association sold fireworks at Key
Center this 4th of July season, as we
have for the past many years. It is an
important fund-raiser for the Civic
Center and the income gained will
help defray the ever-increasing
expenses we are experiencing.

The KPPCA Executive Committee
would like to thank all of the many
volunteers who worked at the stand
and all the good people of the Key
Peninsula who purchased fireworks at
Key Center and helped us to another
successful year.

We also would like to thank Tracy
Manning for allowing us to place the
fireworks stand in the Key Center
Tavern parking area. Not to overlook
the electrical power obtained from
Sunnycrest Nursery free of charge.

KPCCA Executive Committee
Vaughn

Letter to the Editor

Editorial

County to involve Key Peninsula in planning efforts
By Terry Lee
Pierce County Council Member

For too long now, the Key Peninsula
area has been isolated from Pierce
County.   As one of the more attractive
places to live and work, it is time to
extend the opportuni-
ties of good plan-
ning to preserve
this beautiful
area.

Within six
months of taking
office, I asked the county to set aside
funding for improved planning on the
Key Peninsula. Starting in 2004, citizens
will have two opportunities for involve-
ment in planning efforts. Both will allow
local citizens to have a greater say over
how the Key Peninsula area develops in
the years ahead.

Now the county council has set aside
over $200,000 to develop a community
plan beginning in 2004. Volunteers will
be needed to staff a community advisory
board. The board will direct county plan-

ning staff to review development trends
and to decide changes in county design
standards and regulations that would
enhance the community’s uniqueness.

Although the county’s Comprehensive
Land Use Plan provides a basic frame-
work for growth management, the com-
munity planning process adapts this
broad plan to the community’s needs. By
inventorying aspects of the community
character, economy and natural environ-
ments, the appointed board then creates
a vision for how future growth can occur
that is compatible with these values.

Questions of how much strip develop-
ment to allow along highways and which
creeks and salmon streams need protec-
tion are examined as part of the planning
process. Longbranch, Home, Key Center,
Vaughn Bay, Wauna, and the rural areas
in between are included in the scope of
the Community Plan.

A series of public hearings will review
the planning document as it develops.
When the process is complete within a
year or so, the plan will guide future
growth and development. By directing

growth, we can avoid the problems with
sprawl development and create more liv-
able communities.

The County Council is also creating a
Land Use Advisory Commission for the
area. This panel needs volunteers to
review building permits and amendments
to the land-use plans. It makes recom-
mendation to the county’s Planning
Commission and insures that the com-
munity plan continues to represent the
community.

Community Plans are the second phase
of Growth Management in the county.
Here’s a chance to look at highway
improvements, parks and future infra-
structure needs. This plan is the starting
point that insures that the area grows and
develops with a community vision. In
other areas of the county these plans
have brought people together to make
sure that their neighborhoods retain
those values that attracted them to the
area.

Councilman Terry Lee represents Gig
Harbor and the Key Peninsula, and can be
reached at 798-6654.

If the things that were built
in a time long ago

Could speak of the dreams
that those builders had known   
What a glimpse into history

it would be for us all 
Of the place known as

“home” with a beckoning
call.

Photo and text by Karl Anderson

Old cabin on Key Peninsula
As the busy motorists zoomed by on

State Route 302 on a hot July day, a
group of four people endured the merci-
less heat while cleaning up junk on the
side of the road. The drivers, probably in
a hurry to get to a summer home or a
cool, refreshing lake, probably would not
have noticed the four if it weren't for
their bright orange vests.

The group, from the Rocky Bay
Equine, gives up a day of work — or
maybe fun — four times a year to clean
up trash that doesn’t make it to the
dump. If trees could talk, they’d proba-
bly be speechless nonetheless, with
shame for their neighbors who conve-
niently forget that roads are there for
walking and driving, not for their litter
disposal.

Observing the crew at work, one won-
ders how such selfless people, and many
others like them who can be spotted here
and there regularly, live in the same beau-
tiful paradise as the shameless offenders
who leave anything from candy wrappers
to old appliances on the side of the road.
Out of sight, out mind perhaps works for
them, but not for the rest of us who pass by
their left garbage every day — until some-
one like the Rocky Bay Equine comes
along.

To all the unsung road cleanup crews,
thank you from all your friends and
neighbors.
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OPEN TILL 8:00 ON WEEKDAYS 
TILL 9:00 FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

CLOSE AT 7:00 ON SUNDAY!

IN PURDY BEHIND KEY BANK NEXT TO THE LIQUOR STORE

Family Meal Deal!
Huge 4-Way Combo + 2 Liter Coke + Hot Wings

Only $19.99

This is wildfire season
By Hugh McMillan
KP News

“I dug a hole to plant a shrub the other
day,” said Dee Dee Kerkes of the KP Fire
Department. “You can’t believe how dry
the soil is. At a foot and a half deep, there
was not a sign of moisture.”

So what?
So, when a wildfire engulfs an area and

firefighters — overheated, sweating,
dehydrated, almost exhausted from the
terrific strain of battling the blaze finally
win the battle,  on the surface — they
must place the area under 24-hour watch
because, given the extreme dry condition
of the soil, the fire frequently goes under-
ground smoldering midst the root struc-
tures of the plants it just burned out. It

can smolder undetected for days before
sneaking back to the surface and igniting
anything combustible within its reach.

Wildfires, particularly those moving up
a hill or burning within a canyon-like
area, generate their own blowtorch winds
and can move at alarming speeds. Homes
and other structures in their paths are at
great peril.

All firefighters, not just those of the
Key Peninsula and Gig Harbor fire
departments, ask that you handle fire-
works and campfires with the utmost cau-
tion over the next few weeks — or even a
couple of months. And, smokers, please
use your ashtrays.

If you think you see a potential fire haz-
ard, do not hesitate to dial 911.

For further information, call 884-2222.

BBuurrnn  bbaann  iinn  eeffffeecctt

Hot and dry weather conditions have
prompted fire officials to declare high
fire dangers in several counties, includ-
ing Pierce. Effective in July, only wood
and charcoal fires are allowed, built in
firepits or firestoves with concrete or

steel grades and located in approved
campgrounds. All forest and land clear-
ing fires, including yard debris burning,
is prohibited.

According to the Department of
Natural Resources, the largest cause of
state’s wildfires is residential-debris burns
that ignite nearby brush and trees.

Photo by Hugh McMillan

At the halfway point of the Key Peninsula Lions’ Volkssport Club’s 15th annual
Volksmarch on July 12 and 13, Steve and Mona McCabe, owners of the his-
toric Home School house where they now live, and Marita Heckart check in.
Proceeds from the March go to the Lions Club’s sight, hearing, diabetes
awareness, and drug awareness programs on the Key Peninsula.

Marching on
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KPFD seeks voter support for equipment
By Rodika Tollefson  
KP News

The Key Peninsula Fire Department
will ask voter approval on Sept. 16 for a
nearly $2 million levy that would pay for
four new fire engines, a water tender, a
rescue truck and other equipment. The
four-year levy will cost property owners
approximately 39 cents per $1,000 of
assessed values in the first year (2004),
or $58.50 per year for a property valued
at $150,000. The amount would
decrease in subsequent years.

Of the seven engines used by Fire
District 16, two are more than 20 years
old, and one is more than 30. Some of
the trucks are in such desperate condi-
tion, they are constantly in for repairs,
eating up the department’s tight budget,
district representatives say. 

The old trucks don’t conform to many
new codes and regulations or have outdat-
ed technology, according to firefighters.
Some engines are so loud, they nearly
require firefighters to wear ear protection.

“Fire engines are not expected to last
more than 25 years,” said Capt. Guy

Allen. “We’ve had to have engines towed
several times, and fortunately only a cou-
ple of those times they were on service
calls.”

Steady population growth and the

rural conditions are also impacting the
engines. Service calls in the area have
increased by about 250 per year just
since 1999. 

“The area we serve and the increase in
the volume of calls is accelerating the
age of the equipment,” said
Commissioner  James Bosch. The regu-
lar maintenance and operations (M&O)
levy does not provide funds for equip-
ment replacement.

The proposal is different than the one
up for vote last year, which failed to pass
by a very narrow margin. The previous
levy would have only purchased two new
engines and amortized over one year. 

“It was a band-aid approach and it was
a lot of money to ask voters for, consider-
ing the current economics,” said Chief
Eric Nelsen. “This is a much better pack-
age, and with a four-year levy we can
lower the amount for the citizens and
give them time to plan.” 

An amendment to the state
Constitution in 2002 has enabled dis-
tricts to amortize special levies over four
years instead of the previous one-year
limit.

Levy details

What the levy will pay for: 
Phase 1: two fire engines, rescue

truck, miscellaneous equipment
(radios, phones, rescue tools etc.) 

Phase 2: two more fire engines,
water tender, rescue boats, fire com-
mand rig and miscellaneous.

For details on the Fire District 16
levy, call Levy Committee Chair Robert
Bosch at 858-5094, or email
voteyesfdlevy@aol.com. 

Information will also be available
online at www.keypeninsulafire.org and
from the Pierce County Auditor’s
Office. 

The district will hold community
forums for the public Aug. 18, 25, 28
at the Key Center Library at 7 p.m.

MENTION MENTION MENTION MENTION MENTION THIS THIS THIS THIS THIS AD AD AD AD AD AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF ALLALLALLALLALL
SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL ANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAY!Y!Y!Y!Y!

BATHING SPECIAL!  (JUNE-SEPTEMBER)…TUE/THU/FRI/SAT $10 
DOG BATHS…WE PROVIDE THE SHAMPOO AND TOWELS…

YOU PROVIDE THE MUSCLE…NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

PPaarrkk  ddiissttrriicctt  rreecceeiivveess
mmaattcchhiinngg  ggrraanntt

The Key Peninsula Parks and
Recreation District received a $150,000
matching grant from the Pierce County
several months ago and will soon start
looking at fund-raising options. The
money, from the Real Estate Excise Tax
(REET) funds, was recommended by
county Executive John Ladenburg,
according to Commissioner Nancy
Lind, who said KPPRD did not have to
apply for the money. The district will,
however, have to submit an official pro-
posal that will outline how the money
will be spent and how matching dollars
will be funded. 

The grant is for park-specific capital
projects at KP Sports Center, and
matching funds could include materials
or labor donated by bonded compa-
nies. The county will include a $15,000
land credit in the grant, so KPPRD
would only have to raise $135,000, Lind
said. In the upcoming months, the dis-
trict will begin planning how to bring in
matching funds and what specific proj-
ects to undertake.

News briefs



Photo by Hugh McMillan
Community Council Organizing Committee members at the monthly meeting on July
22.The group meets every fourth Tuesday of the month at the Key Peninsula Middle
School at 7 p.m. and welcomes interested community members to participate.
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Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing, shoes, shoes, shoes, shoes, shoes, je je je je jewelrywelrywelrywelrywelry,,,,, appliances, appliances, appliances, appliances, appliances, to to to to toys,ys,ys,ys,ys, books, books, books, books, books, linens, linens, linens, linens, linens,
knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks, and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything you can think ofou can think ofou can think ofou can think ofou can think of

NEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DAILAILAILAILAILYYYYY.....

Open Open Open Open Open WWWWWednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturday
10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 AM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PM

ANGEL GUILD
THRIFT SHOP

9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral

�������������	

Cart Girls in Chaps Marshals On Horseback

253-857-3326

District asks for operating
funds, improvements 
By Irene Torres
KP News

Two park levies on the ballot this
September may cause confusion, as they
are both for the same amount: 10 cents per
$1,000 ($10 on a $100,000 home) for three
years. To distinguish between the two
levies, residents should be advised that the
Key Peninsula Parks and Recreation
District (KPPRD) covers property from the
Purdy Bridge to Devil’s Head, and serves
“hundreds of kids and adults for ball play-
ing, tennis, trails, picnicking, fair grounds,
pitching horseshoe tournaments, and
many other leisure time activities,” says
Nancy Lind, KPPRD board chair.  The
Peninsula Parks and Recreation District
(PPRD) serves the Gig Harbor area.

The KPPRD covers the Key Peninsula
Sports Center (Volunteer Park), Rocky
Creek Conservation Area on State Route
302 and 150th, and Home Park at Eight
Ave. and the Key Peninsula Highway.
Lind says, “Rocky Creek and Home Park
have been built and maintained by volun-
teers,” and hopes this levy will allocate
“funds to these sites for more park
amenities like picnic shelters, tables and
bathrooms.”  The levy would also cover
general funding, maintenance and oper-
ation, and general improvements.

Since the last levy four years ago, oper-
ation expenses for the Key Peninsula
Sports Center (Volunteer Park) have
been about $67,000 a year. The park gen-
erates income from fees, etc., totaling
about $20,000 annually. 

The KPPRD levy is intended to gener-
ate $119,000 in year one, $122,000 in
year two, and $127,000 in year three. 

Many residents feel the parks are an

important aspect of the Peninsula and
should be supported. “The concept of fam-
ily fun — many members of the same fam-
ily going places together — is a therapeu-
tic prescription. Trips with the family don’t
have to be a major venture. Just go to a
regional park playground,” says business
owner and Vaughn resident Ed Taylor.
“The public benefit of the Key Peninsula
Parks leads to a higher quality of life and a
healthy lifestyle for the residents.”   

TThhee  bbaassiicc  bbuuddggeett  ffoorr  tthhee
KKPPPPRRDD  ffoorr  22000044  ccoovveerrss::

General Parks $5,000
Wages & Benefits 30,000
Public Utilities 8,500
Supplies 7,500
Maintenance & Repairs 11,500
Insurance 3,000
Professional Services 3,000
Communication 500
Miscellaneous 1,000
Total $70,000

EEsssseennttiiaall  uuppggrraaddeess  aanndd
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  nneeeeddeedd::

Water line extensions $625
Foul ball netting 4,000
Remodel restroom 3,500
New water system 18,500
New tractor 13,500
New fence & repairs 6,000
Mower 2,000
Equipment repairs 2,200
Facility repairs 1,000
Infield attachment 1,445
Rocky Creek shelter 5,000
Home Park shelter 5,000

The KP Community Council
Organizing Committee is researching
the best method of electing represen-
tatives to the future council.
Organizers say the purpose of the
council  is “to maintain and improve
the quality of life on the Key Peninsula
through community processes,” so it is
essential that all residents be repre-
sented and be heard.

At its July meeting, the organizing
committee approved a projected budg-
et, noted that procedures for the estab-
lishment of the group as a 501-C-3 non-
profit entity are underway, discussed
involvement of youths in its proceed-
ings, enlisted participation of those
present in the third annual KP Fair,
and approved a motion introduced at
its June meeting that, “no member of
the KP Community Council Organizing

Committee shall vote in more than one
committee,” and that “participation in
more than one committee shall be at
the discretion of the chair.”

The group will have a booth at the
Key Peninsula Community Fair on Aug.
15-17, with a detailed map of the area
showing the four election tracts and
additional information. A classic red-
wood bear will be raffled, and citizens
will have the opportunity to join the
Community Council process as found-
ing members. 

The organizing committee, open to
participation of all interested citizens
of the Key Peninsula, will meet again at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26, at the Key
Peninsula Middle School’s library. 

For information, call co-chairs Jeff
Harris, 884-4697, or Joyce Tovey, 884-
3878. 

Community Council Organizing
Committee moves ahead
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(on the corner of Tyee Drive by the Purdy Bridge)

Thank you for the overwhelming response to our opening!

We will continue to carry the BEST quality and prices on all
fruits & vegetables to serve you, our valued customers!

We also handle produce from small growers in your community

(253) 858-5355
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Photo by Hugh McMillan
Fire District 16 paramedics Justin Tanner
and Wes Van Slyke install a Vital Sign,
reflective address signs that make it easy
for the rescue crews to spot day or night.
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HOME 
LAUNDROMAT

10 lb. WASH & DRY $2.25
253-884-9292

(The Cleanest Spot in Town)

1304
K.P.N.

NEXT TO LAKEBAY
POST OFFICE
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Vital signs make address searching faster
By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

When Fire District 16 Chief Eric
Nelsen’s wife called rescue crews to
their house a couple of years ago, no
one ever arrived. The problem was the
address: The crews could not find the
home.

Luckily, it was just a disaster drill and
no one was in real danger. But the chief
knew that in a true emergency, it could
have cost lives.

“Trying to find houses and properties
had been a topic of discussion for 10
years,” he said. 

After a lot of research, discussions
with county officials, and looking at
what other districts are doing, FD 16
came up with the concept of Vital Signs
— bright, reflective and sturdy address
signs they would put together for resi-
dents.

“They’ve been real effective,” he said,
citing many examples of people calling
911 and telling the dispatch their
address has a “vital sign” for easy spot-
ting. Visible from 300 feet away, the

signs are making easier for the emer-
gency crews to find people. 

They even install the signs — which
are priced hardly high enough to cover
the costs — often on their own unpaid
time. 

Fire district staff buys a few hardware
pieces and lettering, then put them
together themselves. Many have been
known to buy signs for the elderly who
can’t afford them, and now the depart-
ment donates some to people who real-
ly need them but can’t pay.

“It cuts the response time; it’s not
only beneficial for us, but helps police,
delivery drivers, friends and family,”
Nelsen said. “And they’ll last forever.”

Vital stats
• Vital signs are red and green, with

reflective lettering.
• FD-16 can also install them.
• Signs cost $12.50 and can be

ordered at FD-16 headquarters in Key
Center.

KKeeyy  PPeenn  llooggoo  wwiinnnneerr  ttoo  bbee
aannnnoouunncceedd  iinn  AAuugguusstt

The Key Peninsula Business Association
received more than 70 entries for its Key
Pen logo contest, including several dozen
from KP Middle School students.
Submissions came from as far as
Denmark and Canada. The winner was
selected by a panel of judges in June, and
the name will be made public at the Key
Peninsula Fair, Saturday, Aug. 16, at 1
p.m.  The entries will be displayed at the
KPBA booth and on the stage. 

SShhaarriinngg  6622  yyeeaarrss  ttooggeetthheerr
Three couples, lifelong friends, will cel-

ebrate their 62nd anniversaries together
Aug. 10 with their combined families. In
1941, Harmon and Jane Van Slyke were
married Feb. 8, Ralph and Hazel
Kingsbury on Aug. 1, and Wesley and Pat
Davidson on Aug. 16. The women were
classmates at Vaughn Union High, and
the men were all Vaugh Union graduates.
The Van Slykes and Kingsburys live in
Vaughn across the street from each other,
and the Davidsons live in Alaska.

News briefs



• A June article indicated the Ebb
Tide Gallery is located in Tacoma. The
gallery is located in Gig Harbor, at 3106
Harborview Drive, and is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The phone num-
ber is 851-5293.

• A July article about Communities in
Schools of Peninsula stated that the
new director, Colleen Speer, has
worked for nonprofits for almost 30
years. The correct number is nearly 20
years, or 18 exactly. Ms. Speer’s chil-
dren still attend Peninsula schools.

• A July article written about a busi-
ness that burned to the ground con-
tained two errors. It stated that “the
first to arrive on the scene was Division
Chief Tracy Lyons” while the first to
arrive on the scene was Lt. Hal
Wolverton with Engine 1613. Tracy
Lyons was the first Chief Officer to
arrive on the scene shortly after. The
article stated that the building was 50
percent destroyed by fire and the fire
department tore down the remaining
50 percent.  Another group or individu-
als tore down the remaining 50 percent,
not the fire department.

We regret the errors.
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Bird Baths, Fountains, Benches, Arbors,
Planters, Furniture. Sale Ends Aug. 31st

Expires August 31, 2003
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Corrections
LIC etched in
history
Wednesday, July 16, about a hundred enthusiastical-
ly grateful members and guests of the Longbranch
Improvement Club witnessed the unveiling of a
plaque to commemorate the naming of the building
to the National Register of Historic Places. Master
of Ceremonies, LIC President Rich Hildahl, recog-
nized many of those present who had long sought
this recognition for the structure.
Lisa Bryan, LIC’s treasurer, unveiled the plaque

made possible by donors Vicki and John Biggs, Paula
and Scott Bowers, Fred Boyd, Daniel and Darlene
Brown, Rick and Carolyn Carr, Barbara Copley, Jim
and Dorothy Davis, Donna and David Delk,Theresa
and Andy Gano, Bob and Jo Hamilton, Marilyn and
Al Hazelquist, Linda LeBlanc and Wally Johnson,
Tim Kezele, Pat and Dean Latshaw, Steve and Judy
Mapel, Mary and Bob Mazur, Vernon and Barbara
Merrill, Mark Michel, Martha Sharples, Kris and
Scott Sherman, Dave and Betsy Somerville, Raimer
and Lea Tossavainen, Marlies and Dick Van Cise, Ron
and Alta VanSommeren, and Ron and Lois Ward.

Photos by Hugh McMillan
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Flavor of Fall goes full throttle
By Hugh McMillan
KP News

The Flavor of Fall, judged by many to
be the most elegant and enthusiastically
awaited of social events ever staged at the
Key Peninsula Civic Center, is being
revived after a four-year hiatus, to the
delight of its many supporters and devo-
tees.

The first of these spectaculars was held
15 years ago, and annually drew a packed
house and overwhelmingly high acclaim.
Those who did not heed the admonition
to purchase tickets early to the sellout
events disappointedly learned there were
simply no seats available and were turned
away at the door. The last Flavor was
staged in 1999.

Claudia Loy, one of the founding mem-
bers of the group of volunteers who
shared the monumental effort to bring
off this event each of its successful years,
explained the gap: “The major volun-
teers involved just had to take a break. It’s
an enormous amount of work. Frankly, I
was hoping someone else would take it
on.”

Loy said she decided to do one this
year, “because the Civic Center is really in
need of financial support.”

Themes for Flavor have included the
Arabian Nights in which the Civic Center
was turned into a scene out of the Casbah
featuring dimmed lights, tantalizing
music, and authentic Moroccan cuisine
prepared by top flight chefs. Another was
Asiatic and found the Center turned into
a replica of Shanghai, Canton, and
Malaysia all in one colorful pulsating
scene dominated by a huge dragon hang-
ing over the revelers, virtually adding fla-
vor to the oriental dinner. Another one
was Mardi Gras. “You really felt you were
in these places,” said one mesmerized
guest.

Excitement at the festivities is punctu-
ated by both silent and rapid-fire oral
auctions of a vast supply of excellent
offerings donated by supporters.

“This is really a class act,”” said former
State Sen. Bill Smitherman. “I wouldn’t
dream of missing it.”

This year’s theme is “Cruising Into
Fall,” and is based on luxury ship cruises,
“like the Love Boat.” “We want to have it
as if it were a formal dress dinner aboard
a luxury liner and for everyone to imag-
ine being seated as an honored guest at
the captain’s table,” Loy said. But, she
added, “tuxes are optional.”

Joni Welsh of Executive Parties will be
the guest chef. “She has been in the

catering business for years and is really
excited about planning the menu for this
year’s gala,” said Loy. 

Flavor 2003 will be at the KP Civic
Center, Saturday, Oct. 4. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. with the silent auction starting
at the same time. There will be a full no-
host bar and complimentary hors d’oeu-
vres before dinner, which will be served
at 7 p.m. Stokes Auctioneers will start the
live auction at 8.

Tickets, $50 per person, will be avail-
able in August at Sunnycrest Nursery in
Key Center. All proceeds go to support
the KP Civic Center.

“Everyone is welcome but space is lim-
ited and past years have been completely
sold out. So don’t hesitate to get your
name on the list soon. It’s a fun night and
a great way to support the Civic Center,”
Loy said.

It should be noted that the Civic
Center does not receive a penny of tax
support. It supports itself through fund-
raisers like its Friday evening skate par-
ties, the Flavor, rentals of the facility to
wedding groups, scouting events, Citizen
of the Year, etc.

Loy said, “Letters have gone out to over
100 businesses and friends of the Center
and responses are coming in. People are
being very generous. Our committee
members will be out visiting those busi-
nesses and others in the next month to
collect donations.”

Anyone wishing to contribute items,
cash, services, etc., should contact
Kristen Bottiger at 884-5420, Shirley
Olson at 884-2481, or Claudia Loy at 884-
4169. Loy adds: “Remember, everything
is tax deductible.”

Volunteers are still needed. Anyone
wishing to help with dinner preparations,
decorations, tending bar, helping with
details of the auctions, etc. should con-
tact Loy or Bottiger.

By Irene Torres
KP News

“Cruise into the Fall” with a dinner
and auction to benefit the Key Peninsula
Civic Center on Oct. 4. The event will
feature a professional auctioneer from
Stokes Auction in Port Orchard.

Many participants will dress for the
occasion, in the “Cruise” theme. Auction
Chair Kristen Bottiger says, “This is the
most important fund-raiser for the
KPCC. The recent rise in insurance pre-
miums has taken its toll.”  Many exciting
and interesting items have been donated
to the oral and silent auctions, and will
make the event a success:

Imagine a bright, sunny day, a quick
drive to Bremerton...boarding a small
plane and taking a flight over peaceful
inlets on the way to San Juan Island for a
leisurely lunch.  On the trip, there may
be an opportunity for whale-watching
from the air and possibly a stop at Friday
Harbor, time permitting. Tom and
Nancy Howard (a former American
Airlines pilot and a flight attendant) will
host their popular trip for two again this
year.

“Just when you thought the butler did
it...” a fun “whodunit dinner
game...where participants dress the part
and play the characters” will intrigue the
mystery buffs on the Peninsula. Pat and
Kristen Bottiger will host this year’s
Mystery Dinner for four couples.

Martha Applegate has moved to Port
Angeles, but donated a beautiful hand-
made dollhouse that will appeal to all
ages, in support of the Civic Center.

Phil and Kathy Bauer would like to
share a great spot they discovered a few
years ago — so they are donating a Wind

River wine tasting and dinner for 8-10
people. Gorgeous views of Mount Hood
and Columbia River and outstanding
service will make this a memorable trip.

Sylvia Haase and Virginia
Liebergeselle will prepare a German
dinner for six: Rouladen or Sauerbraten,
Spätzle, red cabbage, salad, a German
dessert and wine, to be served in their
home (or on the deck) overlooking
beautiful Case Inlet and the Olympic
Mountains:  “Truly a touch of paradise
and a taste of the Old Country!”

Silent auction items include: cash
(from the Key Center Trading Post, Inc.
and Bob and Elsie Vezzani), two 10-yard
loads of washed or crushed rock (Walt
Smith of Active Construction, Inc.), and
even four reserve-seat tickets to see the
Tacoma Rainiers.

Personal care items include a one-
hour massage by Rena Pagaduan (Shear
Magic), Sonicare Elite (John D. Olsson,
DDS), a chiropractic examination and
one adjustment (Dr. David Krympec—
Key Center Chiropractic), a haircut
from Lee Fearnehaough and a cut and
hairstyle from Mindy Brocenos (both of
Cutter Bug).

And, not to forget those beloved pets:
dog grooming (Ladine Duran of A Lot
of Love Grooming), and five nights’
boarding for dog or cat (by Sandy
McFarlane of Almost Home Boarding
Kennel). There will also be items for the
garden, vehicle, and home.

You can help by volunteering assis-
tance, funds, or items to include in the
silent or oral auction packages, or bet-
ter yet, by planning to attend and bid
on the auction items (to keep or give as
gifts). For details, contact Kristen
Bottiger at 884-5420.
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Auction goodies are a
sample of generosity
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We’ll Take Care of You!

• Diabetes and respiratory care supplies

• Prescriptions and over-the-
counter medications

• Wheelchairs, crutches and walkers

• Breast pumps—electric and manual

Plus a full range of healthcare products
and adaptive equipment.

For blood sugar monitoring
and bronchitis, we have what 
you need.

Most insurance plans and major credit/debit 
cards accepted.

4700 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
(800)537-1393
(253)858-9941
A Medicare & Tricare Partner

where, especially after the Crystal Brame
tragedy, and found the mission of the
I.M.Pact’s project well-suited to their
interests, according to Penny Gazabat,
I.M.Pact board member.  

They asked I.M.Pact to submit a letter
outlining their plans, with documenta-
tion of their 501(c)(3) nonprofit status.
Within a week of their letter to the
Geneva Foundation, I.M.Pact Board
members were elated with a generous
donation of $5,000 to be used for the
enhancement of the domestic violence
educational program. That grant was
used to purchase a new laptop computer,
a data projector, and a digital video cam-
era.  

But Penny Gazabat and the other
board members were “totally over-
whelmed” when an additional $70,000
was awarded by the foundation. That
money will make it possible for the
I.M.Pact Board to rent, furnish, staff, and
support, for a year, a “safe house” to tem-
porarily shelter victims of domestic vio-
lence.

I.M.Pact is an acronym for
“Interdenominational Missions Pact.” Its
mission is to help victims of domestic vio-
lence gain a sense of self-worth, a goal for
the future, a feeling of community and
the confidence to support themselves
and their children. Domestic violence is
a crime, potentially affecting 8 million to
12 million people, according to the
American Medical Association. 

I.M.Pact plans to partner with the
Pierce County Domestic Violence
Hotline, the YWCA and the Gig
Harbor/Key Peninsula Family Violence
Project to open the shelter by Oct. 5.
Plans are in the works for a “housewarm-
ing” reception, at which additional dona-
tions of goods, services and funds will be
accepted. Because of the nature of the
shelter and the need to protect those
who will be housed there, the location of
the “safe house” will not be disclosed.  

“The board plans other activities, pro-
viding ways the community can make a
connection with victims of domestic vio-
lence,” Gazabat said. These include a
booth at the Key Peninsula Fair in
August and honoring victims of domestic
violence during October, Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, with a silent
memorial service at the Key Peninsula
Lutheran Church.  

Other I.M.Pact Board members are
Deacon John Riccardi, Pam Gohrick,
Charl Blackwood, Cathlee James, and
June Seick.  I.M.Pact can be reached by
email at pennygazabat@aol.com or
impactkp@integrity.com or by phone at
884-9944.  

(From GIFT, Page 1)
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Growing pains
Through own tough times, KPCS helps those in need

Editor’s note: This is part 1 in a series
focusing on the Key Peninsula’s community
hubs that are the heart and soul of local resi-
dents. The Civic Center and the Longbranch
Improvement Club will be featured in the
upcoming months.

By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

From the lonely seniors and residents
who have fallen on hard times to children
and abused women, KP Community
Services extends its reaching hand to those
often forgotten or ignored.

Through its 21 years of existence, the
center has gone through its own share of
tough times, but has pulled itself by its
bootstraps through the generous and self-
less giving of supporters and volunteers,
who never gave up believing the residents
needed their Community House.

Originally started at the Civic Center,
KPCS later found its own home, in a for-
mer school building where some of the

current volunteers used to learn their
three R’s. Not that the building was hand-
ed to them on a platter: With the basement
ceiling nearly caving in, walls needing to be
stripped down and floors recovered, volun-
teers toiled long hours to get the house
ready. And once they did, word of mouth
spread, donations started flowing in, and
more volunteers jumped aboard.

Never mind that the food bank is split on
two floors and the helpers, many of them
elderly, have to take heavy loads up and
down. Never mind that parts of the build-
ing don’t have heat. Never mind that times
got so bad that a former manager, Marge
Adams, gave up half of her wages for sever-
al months once to keep the center open. 

“The staff here work for peanuts, so
Marge worked for half a peanut,” said
board member Bud Ulsh at a recent volun-
teer recognition brunch. “We would be
nothing without our volunteers.” 

Through the good times and bad, they
moved on. 

“I couldn’t see the place go away,”

explained Adams her decision to forfeit
wages. “People depended on us.”

Adams, now a board member, says the
community pulls together when the going
gets tough, sending in donations and food.
One grant after another, the  building got
needed additions: kitchen appliances, a
generator. Grants helped pay for part of
the building and other operating costs.
Fund-raisers cover other expenses. 

Old Timers’ Day, rummage sales, rest
areas and a giving campaign-drive pay for
many services, as KPCS tries to be as self-
sufficient as possible. Recent lobbying by
the fast-food industry threatens to take
away one of the nonprofit’s biggest fund-
raisers, the rest stops, where for donations
they provide coffee and other refresh-
ments. The industry wants to commercial-
ize and operate the stops, causing nonprof-
its to lose fund-raising opportunities.

Just as the population of the peninsula
has grown, the old Community House has
outgrown its needs. An adult daycare, con-
ference rooms and a bigger food bank

(located all on one level) are planned as
part of an expansion. A costly proposition,
but KPCS has managed to move it forward
and grow its building fund to $30,000,
about half of what it needs. 

Thanks to some old Army friends, KPCS
Director Cristi Watson even managed to
get the Army Corps of Engineers involved:
They will donate their time for all the labor
except excavation. KPCS would need to
provide permits and materials. 

“They’ll come and put it up in a month,”
Watson said. 

So what is next for this community hub
that has looked out for thousands of local
residents? More fund-raisers, more permits
and work to get the expansion done in the
next few years, and never-ending fun. 

Anyone who stops by or joins one of the
community breakfasts or senior lunches
will know exactly the meaning of the word
fun, and could marvel at the miracles per-
formed by this dedicated group of people
who can proudly say the fruits of their
labor of love are truly bountiful.

light of the event is the logging show.
Three of the world’s fastest chainsaws and
plenty of loggers showing off are bound
to turn the heat up on an already hot and
beautiful day (fingers crossed).

Celebrity judges, including Rep. Pat
Lantz and Councilman Terry Lee, will
give marks for Country Fair entries:
breads, jellies, flowers, needlework and
other items. Helicopter rides, hay rides, a
steam donkey, horseshoe tournament,
antique  displays, scavenger hunts for kids
and adults, and entertainment ranging

from a cloggers’ troupe and Down Home
Keep Clam Band to karaoke and DJ
music, will bring the old spirit alive.

“We’re  a tradition,” said Cristi Watson,
director of KPCS that organizes the event
as a fund-raiser. “We are stability and peo-
ple look forward to it every year.”

And if the lineup of events is not
enough to convince residents to drop in,
maybe the raffle prizes will: $500 cash,
$200 shopping spree and a handmade
quilt. Admission is free, and so are laugh-
ter and good times.

The Key Singers kick it off at 10 a.m.,
and the raffle drawing closes the day at 4.

—By Rodika Tollefson

(From TRADITION, Page 1) Loggers demonstrate some
unique, and sometimes
dangerous, tricks at the
Old Timers’ Day show,
which draws crowds from
miles away.
Aside from the loggers’
show, music, food and
craft vendors, games and
entertainment await for
those in the mood for
some community fun, just
like the good ol’ days.

Photo courtesy of KPCS



In Business

By William C. Dietz
KP News

The good news is that the old
Longbranch Mercantile could reopen,
but the bad news is that no deal has been
finalized. The store is located in
Longbranch, on the other side of the
highway from Filucy Bay, and was report-
edly built back in 1956. 

The long gray building has a great view
of the bay, a U.S. mailbox that dates back
to its days as a country store, and still
boasts an old blue and orange Union 76
sign mounted high overhead. And it was
gas, leaking from old underground
tanks, that polluted some of the sur-
rounding soil. 

Owners are normally responsible for
the cost of toxic cleanups — but the pre-
vious owners’ bankruptcy forced  the
Washington State Department of
Ecology (DOE) to get involved as part of
the Clean Sites Initiative, a program that
covers situations in which the party

responsible for cleanup is either unwill-
ing or unable to pay.  

DOE Environmental Specialist Cathy
Frey says, “The site was contaminated
with  petroleum hydrocarbons, as well as
a constituent of petroleum hydrocarbons
called benzene, which is a carcinogen.
That, plus the fact that the contaminants
were adjacent to Filucy Bay, put the proj-
ect near the top of our list.”  

The actual cleanup activity began June
17 and is now complete. The leaky tanks
plus 370 tons of contaminated material
were removed at a cost of $50,000.

Potential new owners will not be
required to pay any part of the $50,000
bill borne by taxpayers, Frey said,
because the law doesn’t place any liabili-
ty on new owners.  

Lori Deacon, a sales associate with
Windermere Key Realty, says, “There’s a
potential buyer for the property and we
should get a good idea of how things are
going within the next few weeks. The
prospective buyer is local, and assuming
the deal comes together, would like to
open a store on the site. Whether such a
business would be economically feasible
is still under study.”

On July 10 staff from the DOE paid a
visit to the site of the old store to con-
duct final tests that could result in tak-
ing the site off the state’s list altogether.
All of which means that if a deal comes
together, the residents of Longbranch
could see the return of an old friend,
and the convenience of an additional
store.

14 Key Peninsula News

Longbranch Mercantile
gets another chance

The
Department 
of Ecology
dug out old

gas tanks and
cleaned up

toxic leaks at
the

Mercantile,
which is now

up for sale.

Photos 
courtesy/

Dept. of Ecology

“The site was contaminated
with petroleum hydrocarbons,
as well as....benzene, which is
a carcinogen.”

-Cathy Frey, DOE
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Keeping the Peninsula tradition alive

A full  day of fun, outside and inside 

Food, vendors, entertainment

Saturday, August 16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Karaoke & music DJ; “the spoon man”; cloggers; down
home keep clam band; kids games; 

horseshoe tournament; helicopter rides; hay rides;
antique equipment; and more

Logging show and auction with 3 of the world’s
fastest chain saws and numerous truckloads of great

stuff to be sold to the highest bidder

Country Fair competition with celebrity judges 
Entries wanted: breads...cakes...flowers...needlework...

vegetables...home canned goods 

Raffle prizes include  $500 cash, $200 shopping spree,
handmade quilt 
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In Business

Alot OAlot OAlot OAlot OAlot Of Lof Lof Lof Lof Lovvvvveeeee
DDDDDog Gog Gog Gog Gog Grrrrroomingoomingoomingoomingooming

253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844
Key Center

(Across the street
from the Library)

Next to Albertson’s

Play dolls
Collectible dolls

Artist dolls
$10  to  $5,000

851-1665
11430 51st Ave NW

Layaway Available

Have a story
tip?

Call us at 
884-4699 
or email

keypennews
@yahoo.com

We’d love to
hear about the

people and hap-
penings on the

Key Pen!

SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!!!
Peninsula Market will donate

1% of each receipt value to benefit 
the KEY PENINSULA CIVIC CENTER. 

Bring them to the Center or mail to P.O. Box 3, Vaughn WA 98394

Caught in the (good deed) act
Workers from the
Rocky Bay Equine
cleaned up debris
and garbage off a
State Route 302
roadside. Four times
a year, the team
picks up after resi-
dents and visitors
who "forget" to use
the garbage dump.

Photo by 
Rodika Tollefson

Sound Credit has merged with Valley
Community Federal Credit Union, of
Auburn, effective June 1. “The merger
benefits both credit unions by expanding
services and locations to our combined
membership base,” said Rick Brandsma,
president & CEO of Sound Credit Union.

The merger with Valley Community
Federal Credit Union is the most recent
of 11 mergers since Brandsma’s leader-

ship at Sound Credit Union began 22
years ago. The merger list includes the
largest credit union merger in
Washington State history with Westop
Credit Union in November of 2002.
Sound Credit Union now holds over $235
million in assets and serves over 44,000
members with 10 branch locations in
Pierce, Thurston and South King coun-
ties.

SSoouunndd  CCUU  aannnnoouunncceess  aannootthheerr  mmeerrggeerr
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Facilitating Global Communication One Computer At A Time
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Have “comfort in knowing” you are not alone with your computer-related problems.

� � � � � � � ��� � �	
�� �  ��

Cuts
Perms
Foils

Professional Hair
Care Products

Tanning
Acrylic Nails

Manicure
Pedicures
Waxing

9401 State Rt. 302
Gig Harbor, WA 98329

Andrea Davies (Owner)
Hollie Hutton

A full service Family Salon. Quality at an affordable price.
Open 7 days a week. Mondays by appointment.

253-857-3994

PENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGN

show, a stocked fishing pond, farm ani-
mals, an antique calliope from old-time
carnivals, Smoky the Bear, and carnival
rides are just a fraction of what the fair
will bring.

The entertainment is booked solid too.
Three stages plus a separate one for the
Agri-Vision section have nearly back to
back acts, from juggler Linda Severt and
the Valentine Perfrorming Pigs to the
Amazing Popp’o and The Filucies. A real
treat this year is the Community Stage,
where local talent will shine.

“We have professional acts and incredi-
ble community groups booked,” said
Sharon Kaffer, fair director. “The com-
munity really jumped on board for the
community stage.”

The community also jumps in to help
at the fair, volunteering for just a few
hours or during the many months of
preparations. Volunteers are still being
recruited — it’s a chance for anyone
with a little spare time to have fun on
the job.

New this year is the Agri-Vision
Program, with the Old World Oxen liv-
ing show as its highlight, along with
exhibit and contest judging, as many as
three petting zoos, and other favorites. 

“We cleared out a lot of old growth,
added a couple of acres of space, and

filled it with the Agri-Vision Program,”
Kaffer said.

For those who have a talent, whether in
sewing, photography, growing veggies,
making pies or caring for reptiles, the
competition will heat up, with judges giv-
ing best marks to the biggest or the best.

Vendors come from miles away, and
many local organizations take advantage
of the fair as well to share information
and resources.

RRaannddyy  TTrraavviiss  ccoonncceerrtt  ttoo
bbeenneeffiitt  sscchhoollaarrsshhiipp  ffuunndd

You may be used to seeing cowboys and
horses around Miracle Ranch, but August
brings a special treat. Stardust sprinkles
will fly over the Key Peninsula when super-
star Randy Travis stops over at the camp
Aug. 6. 

The concert is a special
benefit for Crista Camps,
which owns Miracle
Ranch. The organization
has invited Travis to per-
form as a way to raise
money for its scholarship
fund — as much as half of
the proceeds will go toward the fund.

A country and Christian music singer,
Travis is the perfect fit for the benefit.
Miracle Ranch, part of Crista Ministries,
uses a Western theme for its camps and
special events. 

Travis has sold more than 13 million
albums and received dozens of awards.
Described by some as a true country boy,
he’s appeared in many television shows
and on the big screen.

Tickets ($25-35) for the open-air, stadi-
um-style concert are available at
Ticketmaster outlets or online at www.tick-
etmaster.com and may be available at the
door if not sold out.

(From FAIR, Page 1)

TRAVIS

FREE!
PRICE ANALYSIS

Trying to sell your home but don’t
know how much to ask? Call us today. 

We’ll prepare a complete Price
Analysis for you at no cost.

Together We Can Make It Happen!

Serving All Your Real Estate Needs
On The Key Peninsula

BOB & BREEZI
253-732-8970

bobandbreezi@harbornet.com

The fair is Aug. 15-17, 10 a.m. to mid-
night Friday and Saturday, and 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Sunday, at the KP Sports Center
(formerly Volunteer Park). Acts include
The Rick Allyn Band, Valentine's
Performing Pigs, The Totemaires, Linda
Severt, Nancy Joy Butler, Kawshun "D"
Safety Clown, community talent including
Key Singers, Bremerton Cloggers,
Harmonica Kids, and more. For details,
see www.keyfair.com or cal 884-4FUN. 

Robert D. Warner
Bob Warner, 71, a 10-year resident of

Longbranch and previously of Tacoma,
died July 25, 2003. 

Bob was a member of Bethany
Presbyterian Church in Tacoma and sang
with the Key Peninsula Singers. Bob was a
retired U.A. Army Major; he worked 17
years at Boeing as a mechanic and inspec-

tor. Family members include his wife,
Doris; sons Bob (Faye) of Victorville,
Calif. and Cliff (Lisa) of Vashon; daugh-
ters Jaki Norris (Dennis) of Richmond,
Va. and Ann Martin (Brian) of
Bellingham; and nine grandchildren.
Memorial service was  July 29 at Bethany
Presbyterian Church, in Tacoma.

Remembrances in Bob’s name may be
made to the church. Arrangements by
Haven of Rest, Gig Harbor.

Key Peninsula News, August 2003

Obituary
To submit a press release or

news item to the Key
Peninsula News, call us at

884-4699, fax to 884-4053, or
email

keypennews@yahoo.com
You can also write to P.O. Box 3, 

Vaughn WA 98394.

Submission deadline is third Friday of
each month.

The Filucies, a family
band, is one of 
many groups 
performing at 
the fair.

Look for other 
favorites
like Raucous (Rock
Us),
Nancy Joy Butler,
and local talent 
including Key Singers,
Harmonica Kids
and rising stars
Bremerton Cloggers.
Complete schedule is
online at
www.keyfair.com

Photo courtesy/KP Fair
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Always wanted to learn how to
dance? Now is your chance. InStep

Dance is offering dance lessons at KPCC
Thursday evenings,  July 10 - Aug. 14.

$45 per person per 6-week class session

Drop-ins are encouraged.
Cost is  $10 per person per class.

InStep
Dance

6:30-7:25 p.m. 6:30-7:25 p.m. 6:30-7:25 p.m. 6:30-7:25 p.m. 6:30-7:25 p.m. WWWWWaltzaltzaltzaltzaltz
7:30 -8:25 p.m. East Coast Swing7:30 -8:25 p.m. East Coast Swing7:30 -8:25 p.m. East Coast Swing7:30 -8:25 p.m. East Coast Swing7:30 -8:25 p.m. East Coast Swing

For information contact Doug Henry,
884-9236 or KPCC, 884-3456.

PPPPPararararartnertnertnertnertners not rs not rs not rs not rs not requirequirequirequirequirededededed

857-3788
Music lessons for everyone

SUMMER COURSES
Private or Group

4 wk/8wk/ongoing courses
24 Years Experience

www.expressionsmusic.com

“EXCITING  NEWS”
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Sharing a passion for dogs
Love of dogs leads to successful business
By Colleen Slater
KP News

Breeding, raising and training a cham-
pion show dog is like creating a master-
piece, Sandy McFarlane claims. It’s the
work of your hands, your mind, your ded-
ication to a vision.

Sandy McFarlane and Nancy Wheeler
are living a different kind of retirement —
they turned their passion into a home
business, in an area far removed from
their vocational training.

McFarlane was a special education
teacher who worked mostly with emotion-
ally disturbed teens. After moving to the
Key Peninsula, she developed the Family
Center of the Children’s Home Society,
operating from the Civic Center.

Wheeler bought 25 acres of land just
south of Home 30 years ago, a place to
raise dogs while she continued teaching
and being a school principal in Puyallup. 

At a dog show she met McFarlane, who
raised and trained Newfoundlands on a
city lot in Vancouver, B.C. As their friend-
ship developed, they considered pooling
resources, as both struggled to balance
their love of raising and training show
dogs with their “regular day jobs.”

As a child, McFarlane always dragged
stray animals home and threatened to
jump off the Lions Gate Bridge if she
couldn’t keep them. At age 10, she was
given a Maltese, which was bred in
Spokane and produced two litters of pup-
pies. After college graduation, she bought
her first Carin Terrier as a show dog to
breed.

Wheeler had a Sheltie as a child, but
had to give it up because her dad was
allergic to dogs. After she graduated from
college, she bought another Sheltie,
which had a couple of litters before the

dog lover started on Newfoundlands.
Twenty years ago, McFarlane visited

Wheeler to determine whether a prospec-
tive arrangement on the local property
would work. McFarlane fell, broke her
leg, and stayed longer than intended, but
by the time she was ready to leave, the
women had finalized their dream, and
McFarlane was soon back.

They breed, train and show
Newfoundlands and Carin Terriers (like
Toto in Wizard of Oz, McFarlane
explains). They also board dogs at their
Almost Home Boarding Kennel.

A calf raised for beef each year and a
pet sheep share the acreage with the
women and dogs.

The place is set up for dogs, from sepa-
rate fenced runs and inner areas, to a cen-
ter room that can be heated for winter
nights, which become too cold for barn
occupation. Portable kennels are stacked
along one wall. Healthy puppies are their
primary focus.

Newfoundlands, says McFarlane, are
like live teddy bears. They are gentle
with an easy-going temperament, but
they are large. When someone buys a
Newfoundland puppy, she warns that
soon they’ll need a van. “It’s like a dis-
ease,” both women claim. “You fall in
love with one, then have to have anoth-
er...” and more space is required for
transporting the dogs and their gear.

General, the largest and oldest of their
dogs, is both an American and Canadian
champion. He weighs 160 pounds at 6
years of age. The Carins, at 12-13 pounds,
are a hardy breed, “a big dog in a little
dog’s body.” They are versatile, good
camping and hunting companions.

“When you’re passionate about some-
thing, you want to share it with every-
body,” McFarlane says. The two women
are a good example: They fell in love with
breeding, raising and training show dogs,
and they’re still in love with what they do
and their special breeds of dogs.

Sandy McFarlane
loves to show off her
Newfoundlands,
American/Canadian
Champion called
General and
Finnegans Touched
By An Angel C.D.
called Tessa. C.D.
means she has an
obedience degree.
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An afterword on
Mosquito Fleet:
Vaughn was
also part of it
By Colleen Slater
KP News

On Nov. 3, 1887, a little steamship with
a big whistle, “Bessie,” brought the Prater
and Van Slyke families to Rocky Bay and
Vaughn, with the passengers and their
worldly goods deposited on beaches.

Many boats served the Vaughn area,
including Ed Lorenz’s “Tyrus,” “Typhoon,”
and “Tyconda”; Mississippi River-style
stern-wheelers “Messenger” and “Monte
Cristo”; “E. M. Gill,” a freighter built in
Allyn; “Alice,” “Bessie,” “Blue Star,”
“Burro,” and “Ronda.”

Before the dock was built, a float extend-
ed into the bay for easier unloading, and
people from the community rowed out to
carry items between ship and shore. If the
tide was too low for entry into the bay, the
boats landed near the sandspit and row-
boats were used for transporting.

Before 1890, the population of Vaughn
had expanded to the point where the
community needed its own dock for
freight, passengers and mail delivery.
Henry Coblentz and Alfred Van Slyke built
a dock near the store, applied for mail
service, and Van Slyke became the first
postmaster.

In 1916, Glen Harriman of Vaughn cap-
tained “Dora,” completed from an unfin-
ished 18-foot by 8-foot hull, and powered
by a 4-horse Atlas engine. He carried
berries and fruit to Olympia Canning Co.,
eggs, butter, and mail. 

After a Navy hitch, he traded “Dora” for
a larger Navy hull, named it “Sea Wolf,”
and continued his freight business. In
1923, another trade was made for “Loren,”
54-foot, powered first by gas, then steam,
and finally diesel, which he captained
until 1936.

Oysters from Victor, clams from
Vaughn, and grapes from Stretch Island
were added to the freight list, plus Squaxin
Island rock and butter clams from the
American Natives. Harriman carried local
young people to Saturday night dances at
Jarrell Cove on Hartstene Island, and
some of these (now older) folks still recall
the fun of those boat rides.

In 1936, Harriman sold “Loren” to Ray
Bussard, who used the boat as a fish carri-
er in Alaska for several more years.

Information for this article obtained from
material in Key Peninsula Historical Museum.
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Allyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit Shophophophophop
188462 E. State Route 3                Allyn, Washington 98524

(360) 275-4729
Open Sundays this Summer

Shop Hours:
Mon 11am-8pm - Tue, Thu, Fri 11am-6pm - Sat & Sun 11am-4pm

Closed Wednesdays
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Call for Appointment Gift Certificates253-853-7585

Chainsaw-carving couple climbs to the top
By Karl Anderson
KP News

It is rare to find a couple who not only
share the same profession, but spend vir-
tually every minute with each other,
both for work and play, and love it. Dan
and Deb Whited are both professional
chainsaw carvers who have won several
competitions among their peers, and
the demand for their art keeps increas-
ing.

Dan Whited, a former employee of
Weyerhaeuser and graduate of Central
Washington University, has been creat-
ing wooden pieces of art with chainsaws
for 11 years, preceded by three years as a
stone sculptor.

With a degree in political science from
the University of Redlands, Calif., Deb
Whited had considered law school earli-
er in her life, but discovered her true

passion with cre-
ating floral
designs in old
growth. She has
been carving for
three years.

The two have
competed and
won several com-
petitions in
W a s h i n g t o n ,
Oregon, and
California, where
the judged pieces
must be carved

on site, normally in two to four days. The
most recent of these was in California,
where Dan placed first and Deb took sec-
ond. Of the six competitions she has
been in, Deb has placed in four of them.

“One thing I like about carving is that
there is no gender prejudice,” Deb said.
“You aren’t judged as a man or a woman,
you’re judged as a carver.”

“Among the rewards for competing
are sponsors that supply you with equip-
ment such as chainsaws, cash prizes, and
the recognition itself,” Dan said.

Preferring Western Red Cedar,
Ponderosa Pine, California Redwood,
and Maple, the couple creates detailed
carvings of trees, animals of all kinds,
signs, mantel pieces, and human figures.
Summers are filled with carving, finding
wood, or traveling to and from competi-
tions seven days a week. Their winters
are reserved for special custom orders
and vacation time. “We’re going to
Hawaii this coming winter for vacation,”
Deb said, “but we’ll be carving while
we’re there, too.”

Depending on the specific pieces they
are working on, the couple can produce
between three and five pieces a day.
While they have their individual prefer-
ences, they also work on some pieces
together, such as horse and seal carv-
ings.

“Dan is my equal, but he’s also my
teacher,” Deb said. “That can bring up
some issues from time to time, but we
always work it out.”

“If you can envision a piece in your
mind,” Dan said, “you can ultimately cre-
ate the piece. If you can’t, the piece just
won’t happen.”

Their next competition is from July 30
thru Aug. 3 in Westport. Each contestant
is given an 8-foot by 3-foot spruce log.
Carving commences at 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.,
then from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. for three or
four consecutive days. Competition is
fierce.

Deb Whited’s large functional carving
of a lighthouse that she carved in the
California competition can be seen in
Allyn at Kenny’s Northwest Experience,
formerly known as the Coffee Readery.

“When I come out of a competition
I’m years better by how I have furthered

my skills and abilities in a very limited
time frame,” she said.

Her efforts paid off when she took first
place in California for Mini Carvings
and was pronounced the first woman
who has ever won that division.

“My favorite thing I have heard about
what we do is ‘If the art world were a sym-
phony orchestra, chainsaw carving would
be a banjo,’” Dan said with a laugh.

It is very obvious that Dan and Deb
Whited have found their niche doing
something together they enjoy, have a
proven skill and talent for, and can make
a living at. Few people could ever ask or
dream of more, and on their 2-acre
wooded property in Home where they
live and work, true harmony abounds.

Dan and Deb
Whited have
found harmony
not only in their
marriage but
also in their
work and passion
for carving.

Photo by Karl
Anderson



By Colleen Slater
KP News

Stanley Paul was born on McNeil
Island, where his father was a part-time
guard at the prison. When Mr. Paul was
told to shoot an unarmed escapee, he
knew he could no longer be a guard.

They moved to the Key Peninsula
when Stan was about 10, settling in
Home. Stan joined the Civilian
Conservation Corps before World War
II erupted. Run by Army personnel, it
was good training for the real Army
later. They had discipline, wore uni-
forms, and slept in tents.

He and other peninsula young men —
Roy Shadbolt, George Piatti, Bill
Durward, and Bill Woolridge — were
drafted the same day. Gen. Douglas
McArthur sent word that medics were
needed immediately, so the young men
had a brief crash course, then their real
training in Australia.

Stanley was with the 5th General
Hospital (a portable surgery unit) in New
Guinea until he developed malaria. He
was sent to Everett, “the best place
around for malaria treatment,” and never
had a reoccurrence.

Audrey Whitfield has lived on the Key
Peninsula all her life except for 10
months. She was born and raised in a
Sears, Roebuck house brought into
Vaughn Bay on a barge and put together
by her father, Charlie. Her parents were
widow and widower with four small chil-
dren between them. Audrey was one of
the next four.

Her Howe grandfather arrived in
Vaughn before 1900. Her Whitfield
grandfather bought property near
Dutcher’s Cove two decades later. 

Audrey was Valedictorian of her class at
Vaughn High School, but didn’t go on to
college because she couldn’t afford it and
didn’t know about scholarships. 

A friend, Dixie Paul, dropped out of
high school to be married and a daughter
was born the night her classmates gradu-
ated. When Stanley was on furlough from
the Army in 1944, he took his sister Dixie
and the baby to visit Audrey. Although
they knew about each other, Stanley and
Audrey had never met. They were mar-
ried five months later and lived in
Tacoma until he was released from the
Army.

In 1957 Dick and Marge Radonich
were planning to sell their home on
Horseshoe Lake. Family and friends ice-
skated there each winter. Stan bought it
from Dick, his cousin. The Pauls began
supporting a Korean orphan boy in 1972.
Later, they added a girl. In 1976 they trav-
eled with the Christian Businessmen of
Korea to meet the children. They took an
eight-day bus trip paid by the Korean gov-
ernment, traveling into the demilitarized

zone and several miles into North Korea.
The children could only be contacted

while they lived at the orphanage. The
couple supported six children over the
years. 

Stan and Audrey are charter and life
members of the peninsula VFW and

Auxiliary.
He has an extensive collection of polit-

ical buttons and memorial pins; she col-
lects glass bottles. She picked up two gal-
lon buckets of broken glass after the 2001
earthquake, but has her shelves full
again.

People & LifestylesAugust 2003 21

Discover Our “Personal” Touch For Pain

Auto Accidents
Personal & Work Injuries
Serving the Key Peninsula

We Are Open 24/7 For
Emergencies. We’re Here

When You Need Us Anytime,

Dr. Robert B. Campbell, D.C.
5110 Lackey Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA

Call Today 884-2144  For A Free Preliminary Exam and Free Massage for all new patients.
Christy G. Campbell, LMP Specialty in Injury Treatment, Myofascial Release, Swedish Relaxation,

Trigger Point Therapy, Deep Tissue Massage

From Pioneer Stock
SSttaannlleeyy  aanndd  AAuuddrreeyy  PPaauull

Photos courtesy of Audrey Paul
Above: Stanley and Audrey Paul, in Korea in 1976, with children Lee Kil Young and
Soon Jo Kim. Below: Audrey and Stanley in 1945.



Arts & Leisure

By L. Brudvik Lindner
Special to KP News

Attention! Attention! Finally, after
years of waiting, the genuine ARTicle has
arrived — Two
Waters Arts Alliance
(TWAA) has landed
right here on the
Key Peninsula. You
may have heard the
news by now -– in
the fall of 2001 a
dedicated, passion-
ate group of Key
Peninsula artists, art
lovers and support-
ers of the arts, estab-
lished Two Waters Arts Alliance, now a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
TWAA is a member-based organization
supported by membership fees, dona-
tions, volunteers and community spirit.

Two Waters Arts Alliance is YOUR local
arts treasure trove and it has a creative
mission: a collaborative and community
based organization that facilitates partic-
ipation and education in the arts for peo-
ple of all ages on the Key Peninsula. The

foundation of TWAA is our artist com-
munity; TWAA is eager to serve and ben-
efit our local artists, bringing their tal-
ents, techniques, and ideas alive.

TWAA is committed to keeping you
posted on our local art movement;

hence, this ARTicle will become a regu-
lar feature in the KPNews. Regular
ARTicle highlights will include: upcom-
ing TWAA courses; profiling local artists;
encouraging community involvement
and calling out a LOUD invitation to
artists, art enthusiasts and curious art stu-
dents to join this burgeoning arts
alliance. The “call to all” sounds some-
thing like this, “Come one, come all,
teach, tutor, learn, recruit, volunteer,
become a member, connect with your
local art activists and be responsible for
adding beauty and talent to our commu-
nity. Accept your invitation and you will
be pleasantly rewarded with immediate
aesthetic gratification!” 

On the subject of upcoming art classes,
TWAA is offering its fifth season of art
classes to our curious and creative com-
munity. Art classes are diverse and full of
opportunity to feed your inner muse.
The August program features: Tapestry

Tuesdays with Cecilia Bomberg; Scene
Study for Young Actors with Molly
Thompson; Sumi Painting with Reni
Moriarity; Driftwood Beach Walk & Clay
Day as well as an opportunity to learn
from Master Painter, Kurt Solmssen on
Saturdays throughout August and
September.  

On the subject of profiling our local
talent, allow us to introduce you to Kurt
Solmssen, a highly acclaimed oil painter.
Kurt’s work emphasizes striking color
and strong light in the tradition of
American realist Edward Hopper. He
lives and works in Vaughn Bay where his
vibrant, light-filled paintings record his
daily life. In August and September on
Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to noon we are
fortunate to have Kurt teaching Plein air
landscape painting in oils, though you
may bring the medium of your choice.
To view Kurt’s creative genius check out
his paintings/shows/galleries on his Web
site:  www.kurtsolmssen.com. For class
registration call: Margo at 884-2955

One last item, be sure to visit the
TWAA booth at the Key Peninsula Fair
Aug. 15-17.  Membership sign-up will be
available as will class registration and,
our volunteer roster will be waiting for
your name and number. Membership
entails whatever you want it to, from a
mere minimum donation with no time
commitment, to becoming an active vol-
unteer—you decide.  

Well there you have it, the first official
Two Waters Arts Alliance feature
ARTicle.  Don’t let your inspiration fade,
contact TWAA now and unite your artis-
tic spirit with ours; after all, TWAA is
here for ALL of us to learn from, give to
and whole-heartily enjoy as a community.
Join us in this extraordinary opportunity
to make art history here on the Key
Peninsula. For further information call
Margo at 884-2955.
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St. Vincent De Paul
Thrift Store & Assistance  Center

Hours:  Mon.- Sat. 9:30 -5:30

23632 State Highway 3
PO Box 1103

Belfair, Washington 98528
Phone: (360) 275-6199

Fax: (360) 275-0976
svdp-belfair@donobi.net

Please call to arrange for a pick-up of your tax-deductible household goods, cars or boats.

Helping People
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TIDES Realty
Over 50 Years Experience

on the Peninsula

For all of your Real Estate
needs

Two Waters Arts Alliance wants you, you & you

Photo courtesy of Two Waters
Renowned artist Kurt Solmssen shares his technique at one of Two Waters’ previous art
workshops.

The Genuine
ARTicle
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Editor’s note: 
This is part 2 of a series featuring 10 Key

Peninsula trails. Last month the spotlight was
on Fern Lake/Lake Koeneman, Rocky Creek
Conservation Area, and Horseshoe Lake DNR
Property. Next month,  Penrose State Park, the
Linds’ property, and Joemma Beach State Park
will be featured. 

We hope you take the time to explore the
Peninsula and enjoy the trails. The Key
Peninsula News encourages you to be safe and
always let someone know about your hiking
plans.

The directions given can easily be mis-
interpreted. Please rely on yourselves
to explore and not the descriptions
below. Be sure to take food, water, and
other survival essentials on your walk.
Wear sensible and sturdy footwear that
is well broken in.

4) Purdy Spit County Park: A nice
place for a walk on the beach at low
tide. Park in Purdy and walk over the
bridge and along the beach to the old
Wauna Post Office and General Store.
Turn around here and retrace your
steps back to the Purdy bridge. Round

trip distance is about
a mile. Please share
the area with divers
and windsurfers.

5) Key Center
DNR Property: You
have two choices for
access to this area.
Either drive north
on the Key Peninsula
Highway from Key
Center and look for
a rusty gate on your
left, or park just off
128th Street and
walk south on 154th

Avenue following the old logging rail-
way that used to run between Carney
Lake and Vaughn. Please share the
roads and trails with equestrians and
mountain bicyclists.

6) Dutcher Cove State Park: This used
to be the old Haley property sold to the
state and so far undeveloped as a park.
The single pedestrian only trail runs
about 1.5 miles from Jackson Lake to
the beach near Dutcher Cove. You will
need to return via the same route. Park

at the 177th Avenue boat launch ramp
for Jackson Lake. Walk across and left
on Jackson Lake Road to find the trail.
After the first mile, look for the main
trail going right away from the route
you have been traveling. Do not contin-
ue straight ahead into private property.
The main trail descends steeply to turn
right downhill to the lagoon. Look for
the remains of some old buildings and

an artesian well on the way to the beach.
7) Maple Hollow DNR Property: Park

at a rusty gate on Van Beek Road just off
the Key Peninsula Highway. A pair of
pedestrian only trails, interlaced like a
double helix, descend to the beach
from the old campground. Take time
to stop and read the nature signs along
the way and explore the beach at low
tide.

Simon Priest is a member of the KP Trails
Committee. To find out more, see
www.keypen.org or email info@keypen.org.
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KP’s top 10 hiking trails
Arts & Leisure

On the trail
WITH SIMON PRIEST



On April 18 I made a dive in
Lake of The Woods, descend-
ing at two different locations

in the middle of the lake. 
Imagine being submerged in a giant

bowl of au jus or beef broth. There I
was, descending into the unknown —-
and I hate diving in soup —- when I hit
bottom at —- 8 feet. Lots of gooey mud
on the bottom. And more mud.

Any evidence of life? I could barely
see my scooter and I was hanging onto it

with both hands. Any noticeable debris
on the bottom? Nothing to be seen, lit-
erally. The second descent, five minutes
later, got me no deeper than 8 feet
when I settled down into the muck
again.

Are there fish in Lake of the Woods?
Any debris? After this experience, I
wouldn’t know! Nevertheless, it is a pri-
vate community and you must be a resi-
dent or guest of a resident to use the
lake. Please respect the rules.

In upcoming months I will dive into
what some residents say is the deepest
lake on the Peninsula. 

Can you guess which one? 
I’ll share my findings with you next

time!

Aquatically yours,
Karl Anderson

Photo by Blane Nelson

PPeennrroossee  SSttaattee  PPaarrkk  mmaarrkkss
5500tthh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy  wwiitthh  ffrreeee
ppaarrkkiinngg  ffoorr  ppuubblliicc

Penrose Point State Park’s 50th
anniversary will be marked by offering
the public free parking Aug. 10. 

Parking at the park is $5 daily or with
a $50 annual pass the rest of the year.
Located at 58th Avenue in Lakebay, the
park offers recreational activities includ-
ing camping, hiking, biking, crabbing,
boating, swimming and more. 

The local community played an
important role in the development of
Penrose Point, which was initially creat-
ed out of a swamp (now a day-use area).
The park’s name honors Dr. Stephen
Penrose of Tacoma, who served as pres-
ident of Whitman College in Walla
Walla from 1884 to 1934. 

State Parks acquired the property in
17 parcels between 1953 and 1982. All
outdoor enthusiasts young and old are
invited to come by on the special day
and take a break in the nature.

For more information about the park’s
amenities, and other state parks, visit
www.parks.wa.gov or call 360-902-8844.
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KAYAK RENTALS!
Hourly & Daily Rates *

Lessons & Tours
Can accommodate small

or larger groups. 
AUGUST SPECIAL! 

Present this coupon to
receive 50% DISCOUNT
on renting a 2nd kayak, 

same day! Triple and 
single models available! 

(253) 884-5166

2611 State Route 109  Ocean City, WA 98569
Tel/Fax (360) 289-0457

Email: angelette@wildspiritgallery.net
www.stores.ebay.com/wildspiritgallery

Offering a Full Spectrum 
of the Many Talents of 

Northwest Artist M.M. Roe

(Formerly Black Forest Automotive)

15317 KPN Hwy,
Gig Harbor
(253) 884-3431

Expanded inventory of automotive and truck parts.
Also stocking performance parts and accessories.

Located in Downtown Key Center

Complete Automotive Service
• Foreign & Domestic
• Custom Exhausts
• Tires

(253) 884-3307

Recreation briefs

Arts & Leisure

Notes from down below

By Karl Anderson
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“Discover a Great Place to Shop”

Nimrick’s
Furnishings

Old & New
3914 Key Peninsula HWY North 

in Key Center

(253) 884-3717
Treasures in Your Own Neighborhood!

���������	��


Key Peninsula’s Closest Full-Service
Floor Center Since 1962

CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE & STONE • VINYL
LAMINATE AND SOLID-SURFACE COUNTERTOPS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
8803 SR 16, Just West of Haven of Rest Cemetery

(253) 853-5833
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5775 Soundview Dr. Suite 203-C
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
253-853-7988
www.edwardjones.com

BESTM**972BH
WAINS 2340

Bill Macumber
Owner

BEST MAINTENANCE
Your General Contractor for One Stop Construction Services

(253) 884-0802 • (253) 377-7487 Cell
Complete Site Prep for Mobile/Mfg. Homes • Seamless Gutter Systems
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Arts & Leisure

Returning to Longbranch, the blues
group “Junkyard Jane” will belt out their
Creole Blues Jazz blend for their South
Sound fans at the Labor Day holiday
dance, Saturday, Aug. 30 at the
Longbranch Improvement Club. A major
late-summer Key Peninsula event, great
music, a cash bar, and friendly bartenders
make for a good-time evening. Doors open
at 8 p.m., music starts about 8:30 and ends
four hours later. This year new items, spe-
cially prepared hot snacks of buffalo wings
and nachos, will be available.

Long a favorite group at the
Longbranch dances, Junkyard Jane was
recently one of only eight bands out of
hundreds to make the final round at the
International Blues Challenge in
Memphis.  

People come by boat and by land to cel-
ebrate the holiday at the dance. For
boaters, a mini-van service is provided
from the Filucy Bay Marina to the dance-
hall, courtesy of the Lakebay Community
Services. A large proportion of the moor-
age slips at the Longbranch Marina oper-
ated by the Improvement Club are for
public guest moorage for boaters from
around the Sound. Boats come from as far
away the San Juan Islands for the annual
spring and fall dances. These dances,
sponsored by the club in its historic build-
ing, follow a long-standing tradition
begun many decades ago.

Tickets at the door the night of the
dance will be $15. Advance tickets at $12
will be available at the Longbranch Filucy
Bay Marina, Key Center Liquor Store,
Home Country Store, and Sunnycrest
Nursery in Key Center.

Longbranch
Labor Day
Dance starring
“Junkyard Jane” 

By Karl Anderson
KP News 

The Renaissance Faire will open its
gates at 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 2, begin-
ning three consecutive weekends of joust-
ing, sword fighting, fire-eating, games for
children and those young at heart, food
and beverages from this period in history,
and people from near and far dressed in
clothing from a bygone era.

You won’t want to miss the Seattle
Knights as they once again pit good
against evil with their theatrics. The
honey root beer is highly recommended
as well. Bring your own container or pur-
chase an ornate one filled to the brim!
Even science-fiction writer Mercedes
Lackey will make an appearance and sign
autographs on opening day.

If you miss the first weekend, you’ll still
have a chance to attend on Aug. 9-10 or
16-17. Weekend passes, good for admis-
sion for both Saturday and Sunday, will
save you some bucks. Bring those cam-
eras and capture one of the best times
you’ll experience on Key Peninsula this
summer!

Renaissance Faire visits for three weeks

Photo illustration courtesy of Renaissance Faire

There will be no shortage of knights in
shining armor—as well as damsels—at the
Faire.

Ren Faire details
Gates are open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For details, call 851-4114 or see
www.washingtonrenfaire.com.
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Place your business card in this advertising directory!

E-mail keypennews@yahoo.com or call ad rep
Karl Anderson at 884-5166 for details.

TERRY LEE
Councilmember, District No. 7

930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 1046
Tacoma, Washington 98402-2176
tlee1@co.pierce.wa.us

(253) 798-6654
(800) 992-2456

FAX (253) 798-7509
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Worship times: Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Vacation Bible School
Aug. 11-22 • Grades K-6

2406 McEwan Rd. KPN
Home, WA

884-4854
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Vacation Planning & Logistics
Itinerary Development

(253) 884-5608
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Arts & Leisure
NNeewwss  ffrroomm  KKPPPPRRDD

In November, there will be several
opportunities to vote for park commission-
ers. Four positions are up for electio:.
Position 1 held by Nancy Lind, P. 2 held by
Dick Granquist, P. 5 held by Mike Salatino
and P. 4 held by Pat Medveckus. The dead-
line for filing is Aug. 1, 4 p.m., in the coun-
ty auditor’s office, 2401 S. 35th St., room
200 in Tacoma.

This is the third year for the Key
Peninsula Fair, Aug. 15-17. Co-ed softball
will be playing almost every evening till the
end of September. Tournaments coming
up are “Clean and Sober” Aug. 9-10,
“Church League” Aug. 23-24, “Mud Bowl”
Sept. 6-7, “USSSA” Sept. 13-14, and “Co-Ed
Softball” Oct. 11-12.

Mike Salatino has facilitated the clearing
and seeding of a large area at the  KP

Sports Center to make room for the Agri-
Vision program that is his passion. Phil
Radcliffe excavated and burned, Active
Construction leveled, Bob Jewett cut the
few big fir trees and limbed them and dif-
ferent organizations picked up debris and
helped with seeding. 

Rocky Creek Conservation Area is used
by walkers and there are several requests
for directions to the park and maps of the

trails. Monthly work parties will begin, as
the women from the Corrections Center
won’t be available for awhile. Call Nancy
Lind at 884-3347.

Home Park is coming along and like a
lot of places is severely in need of rain for
the grass to fill in. Jolene Swanson has been
painting the sign and KPPRD thanks her
for that.

– By Nancy Lind, commissioner

GRAND REOPENING
Key Peninsula’s 1st 

SWAP MEET
March 14 till October

Fri., Sat. & Sun 9 a.m. till ???

VENDORS WANTED – CRAFTS
• Yard Sale Items • Clean out your garage/house and

sell the items here! Corner of Hwy 302 & Wright-Bliss,
across from the TEXACO, look for the white fence.

CALL JERRY (253) 884-3386

01
55
69
11

SELL YOUR YARDSALE ITEMS FOR $1 PER SPACE!

LET’S MOVE THOSE UN-NEEDED ITEMS!

Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Day of Beauty packages Available

WALK-INS WELCOME
11816 SR 302 • (253) 851-0009

(Next to Ravensara)

Salon Cuts, Perms, Colors, Foils, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylic Nails, Consignment Clothing, 
Arts and Crafts from local and Northwest Artists

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS
25% off All Services & Clothes

(with coupon)
Expires Sept. 10th
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Gaye WGaye WGaye WGaye WGaye Williamsilliamsilliamsilliamsilliams
“““““Always a beautician.
Sometimes a magician.”

884-2003884-2003884-2003884-2003884-2003
8912 K8912 K8912 K8912 K8912 Keeeeey Py Py Py Py Peninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy N

LakebayLakebayLakebayLakebayLakebay, , , , , WWWWWA 98349A 98349A 98349A 98349A 98349

Place your business card in this advertising directory!
E-m

ail keypennew
s@

yahoo.com
 or call ad rep

K
arl Anderson at 884-5166 for details.

KKKKKeeeeey Center y Center y Center y Center y Center AAAAAuto Repairuto Repairuto Repairuto Repairuto Repair
Repairs and Services for all your

Import and Domestic vehicles
Call us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCARARARARAR
13712 Key Peninsula Highway,

Gig Harbor 98329
We’re Located in the Shell station parking lot; in the

old rental building

Stop in Stop in Stop in Stop in Stop in Anytime fAnytime fAnytime fAnytime fAnytime for an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Change
Thank you Brady, Troy & Jay
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Thinking of selling your home?
Call someone who knows the Key Peninsula. Call
Lori Deacon for a free Comparative Market
Analysis (CMA). Don’t wait for the summer rush -
now is the time to list your home while inventory is
limited and interest rates are still low.

Call Lori Deacon
at 253-278-4458
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Key Peninsula 7th Day Adventist Church
Welcomes you to come visit us at the

Key Peninsula Civic Center
on God’s Seventh Day Sabbath

Saturdays 10 a.m.
Singing-Prayer-God’s Word

Wed. 7 p.m. Prayer Study
13198 125th St. Ct. KPN

1 blk So. of HWY 302 on Key Peninsula HWY
253-884-2360
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• Full Service Supermarket •
 Beginning * Refresher * Advanced

Specialty * Leadership

SCUBA COURSES
NAUI Certification

Karl Anderson, NAUI Instructor
(253) 884-5166

“I can accommodate almost anyone’s schedule!”

FOR SALE: ONE LOT AT PALMER
LAKE, CLEARED, READY TO BUILD.
YOUR CHOICE: WITH SEPTIC
$19,000, WITHOUT SEPTIC $16,000.
FOR INFORMATION CALL (253) 884-
9660.

APPLEBY PLUMBING & DRAIN
Service, Repairs, and Remodels,

Hot Water Tanks
253-884-9827

LANDSCAPERS NEEDED! LAWN
MAINT. & IRRIG. POSITIONS, 1 YR
MIN. EXP, WSDL REQ, 857-5399.

FOR SALE: four-legged, square bar
stools, padded black seat. $15 each. 
Call 884-3456.

HOME FEED & GROCERY
1809 KPN, Home. 884-2321

Open 8 AM - 10 PM
Holidays 10 AM - 6 PM

Minter Vet Hosp. Lost their clinic
cat. Female, med. Hair, dark tortie,
spayed and microchipped. Lost
7/8/03. Bring �Rhea� home. 857-
5460.

To advertise, call Karl at 884-5166, or
email keypennews@yahoo.com

Classified ad rates are $2.50 per line
per month, with 3 lines minimum.

Classifieds

M A K E  M O R E  M O N E Y
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
LOGO

BUSINESS NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE
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KEY PENINSULA FIRE TRUCK LEVY
• In 1985 the voters approved an apparatus levy and the district was able to purchase 3 engines and 2
engine water trucks.
• Today your fire trucks are between 17 and 31 years old. They are frequently out of service for repairs and
maintenance, reducing the amount of equipment and personnel available for emergency service.
• The firefighting fleet does not comply with today’s safety standards. 
• Your set of “Jaws of Life” is 20 years old. Replacement parts are no longer being manufactured. 
• A levy with a 4 year temporary assessment of $0.39 per $1000 of assessed value would provide for the 
following: 

4 NEW ENGINES
1 WATER TENDER
1 RESCUE VEHICLE
1 COMMAND VEHICLE
NEW RESCUE EQUIPMENT
AND OTHER FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT

• New firetrucks will be safer, more dependable and have better firefighting capabilities. It just makes sense
to keep your fleet current and to save money that is currently being used to maintain an aging fleet.

YOUR FIREFIGHTERS POLITELY ASK FOR YOUR “YES” VOTE THIS SEPTEMBER
Paid for by: Key Peninsula Fire Truck Levy Committee Endorsed by Key Peninsula Firefighters Association & Key Peninsula Firefighters Local 3152
Robert Bosch, Chairman, P.O.Box 404, Vaughn, WA 98394

Arts & Leisure

Scarecrow
Central

Far left: Lark Brudvik
Lindner shows off her
“scary” creation 
she made at the Two Waters
Arts Alliance’s 
Scarecrow Show in July.
The Sunnycrest Nursery
parking lot 
as transformed into
“Scarecrow Central”
where kids and adults alike
stopped by 
to test their creative juices.
Left, Lark and Keiko Wada
are focused 
on their soon-to-be 
scarecrows.

Photos by  Rodika Tollefson 
and Margo Macdonald



By Sylvia Retherford
Special to KP News

Mid-August finds flower gardens in full
bloom. Summer squash, peas, carrots, new pota-
toes and lettuce are in full production.
Blueberries, blackberries and late raspberries
are ripe. Corn and tomatoes that were started in
the greenhouse are nearly ready. Peaches, apri-
cots, cherries, prunes, plums and early apples
are appearing. 

Trimming and composting time begins. In dis-
carding and trimming, consider leaving some

favored specimens to produce seed for next year.
Some of the most dependable selections are cal-
endula, cerenthe, columbine, corydalis, gloriosa
daisy, Joe Pye weed (Eupatorium), Maltese cross
(Lychnis) and butter and eggs (Limnanthaes).
The last one will be the first to bloom in spring
if you allow its seedlings that germinate in fall to
live over winter. 

The winter garden plants (broccoli, cabbage,
Brussels sprouts and kale) are ready for thin-
ning and resetting. The purple and ornamental
varieties are tastier and just as easy to grow.
Generally the plants that are not transplanted

develop faster, but moving some with care, per-
haps to a neighbor’s garden, works out well.
Winter garden sites should not be too wet. The
right varieties properly cared for will produce
food from October until April in our wonderful
Puget Sound climate. 

The root vegetables should be up by now, but
they might do well even planted this late. Irises
and some lilies can be moved now with care,
but moving them after the rains of September
come would be safer: Our August lilies are
blooming with stems about 8 feet tall. 

In early July, the Cardiocrinum giganteum
lily (native to the southwest Africa mountains)
produced a 3-inch diameter, l2-foot stalk
topped with 13 large white blossoms decorated
with inner pink stripes. Many visitors came to
see and snap photos. 
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Historic
Vaughn Bay Church
A Community Gathering

Worship Service 10:30 am
884-5403
VFW Room

Key Peninsula Civic Center

“We Also Recycle Scrap Metal”

Leonard Larson
(Owner)

Key Peninsula
and Gig Harbor

(253) 857-3866

InStep Dance
Doug HenryDoug HenryDoug HenryDoug HenryDoug Henry,,,,, Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor

Group Lessons • Private Lessons
Wedding or Anniversary

Choreography
P.O. Box 751 • Vaughn, WA 98394

253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236

Gas & Grocery
OPEN 24 HOURS

• Propane Refill
• ATM Machine
        • Drive-Thru Espresso •

857-5712
13706 State Highway 302 KPN

(Near Key Center)

• Fresh Deli
• Hot Food

���������

Brush, Paints, Firing, Bisque and Green Ware
Open: 10:00am - 9:00 pm daily

Virginia Whitney
4415 KPN Lakebay, WA 98349

(253) 884-9681

�	�
������������
�����������
�

HarHarHarHarHarbor Fbor Fbor Fbor Fbor Furururururnacenacenacenacenace
SESESESESERRRRRVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTALALALALALLLLLLAAAAATTTTTIONIONIONIONION

TOM WILLIAMS

(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961
(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690

P.O. BOX 368, Lakebay, WA 98149
P.O. BOX 1, Gig Harbor, WA 98335

Have a Story to tell?
I can help you write it.

Bonnie Applegate, published author
Cleft of the Rock

PO Box 854, Wauna WA, 98395
253-884-9408

If there is any virtue and if there is anything
praise-worthy--meditate on these things.

Philippians 4:8

(253) 884-1372
(253) 549-6916

BIRCH ELECTRIC, INC.
����������	
	����������	
	���������

�����	�	�����	��������	���	���	�������
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Next to Peninsula Market in Key Center

We thank our customers for your patronage!

��������	
�������������������
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�
��������������������
12904A Purdy Dr. N.W.
Gig Harbor, WA 98329
www.aspenland.com

ASPEN LAND SURVEYING
• Boundary, Topographic and Hydrographic Surveys

• Subdivisions • Construction Staking

Free Estimates
Daniel B. Johnson, PLS

253-857-4265
360-874-0228
Fax 253-857-9265

01559637

“Formerly Pearls By The Sea”

Closed Mondays
Reservations Suggested

858-9900

“one of the best restaurants   
to open in my 13 years as  
your food critic.”

Gardening with
Sylvia

The garden in August
In the Garden
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Bayshore Garden Club 
has potluck

Next meeting is Friday, Aug. 15 at
noon. There will be a potluck picnic at
Anita Dougherty’s lakeside home.
Address is 20514 S. Herron Road,
Lakebay (884-2826). Visitors are wel-
come.

Angels keep on flying

We are kind of like the postal service.
Neither heat, cold, rain (although we
haven’t had much of that), nor any of
those other things Mother Nature throws
around can get us down.  We have a great
little store called the Thrift Store located
in Key Center and we are there for your
shopping pleasure. 

Monies from the sale of merchandise
went to fill requests from Camps Seymour
and Easter Seal to send 10 people to
camp, who otherwise wouldn’t have been
able to go. 

That’s the good news and we wish there
wasn’t any bad news but there is. We have
people who don’t believe they should
have to pay for their purchases. This is
known as shoplifting. Our merchandise is
very reasonably priced and most things
that are stolen are not necessary things,
they are CDs or knickknacks or luxury
clothing items. This hurts our ability to
help the less fortunate in our community.
If you see someone shoplifting items,
please tell the clerks. We need to put a
stop to it. On the whole, we have a truly
great bunch of customers. It’s only a few
bad apples that spoil things.  

—Submitted by Mary Ramsdell

Hurry over to Ashes
Rummage Sale and KP

Firefighters’ famous 
pancake breakfast

The Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary
–Ashes — rummage sale is on Saturday
Aug. 2, 9 to 4 at the Key Center Fire
Station. We welcome your participation
and thank you for your support in dona-
tions and of course seeing your smiling
faces when you come to shop.  It’s always
fun to browse through all those treasures,
everything from A to Z. So come on in.

Donations can be dropped off at the
fire station on Friday the 1st, or if you
need something picked up call
Marguerite at 884-3771 or Mary at 884-
4834. 

AND don’t forget: The Key Peninsula
Firefighters Association can handle those
hunger pangs. They will be serving their

famous pancake breakfast Saturday
morning Aug. 1 starting at 7:30 a.m.  See
you there.

–—Submitted by Mary Ramsdell

Mothers and daughters: 
It’s tea time

An old-fashioned afternoon for ladies
will set aside tea time at the KP
Community House Aug. 15. Mothers and
daughters are especially invited to
attend—but not to worry, if you don’t
have one, you can temporarily adopt on
the spot. 

Attendees are encouraged to dress for
the occasion, hats and gloves included.
The tea, at 3 p.m., will celebrate old tradi-
tions and help women get together and
talk. Call 884-4440 for details.

Parent Connection invites
you to cook and talk

Parent Connection at the Children’s
Home Society is coming back, but with a
new look this August. Parents are invited
to cook a meal together (ingredients pro-
vided) and talk about positive parenting.
The series will run for three weeks at the
Civic Center, Tuesday morning starting
Aug. 5. Parents will make lunch in the
Civic Center’s kitchen then enjoy the
food and discussion in the Whitmore
Room. The Family Resource Center’s
Luella Hudson and a counselor from
Discovery Elementary will facilitate the
discussion. 

This is a pilot program that may contin-
ue in fall if there is enough interest. The
program is free. To register or for more
details, call Luella Hudson at the center
at 884-5433.

Breakfast and yard sale at
KPCS

It’s time for the monthly get-together at
the Community Services for breakfast
yummies and bargain shopping on
Saturday, Aug. 9. Breakfast is $3 and starts
at 8, the sale is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
details, call 884-4440.

Historical society 
celebrates homestead

The Key Peninsula Historical Society
held its summer picnic under the beauti-
ful pin oak at the Civic Center on
Saturday, June 28. We enjoyed the
demonstration of cast iron cooking and
the delightful dishes that Leona Britt’s
daughter and husband prepared. 

We also enjoyed the interesting dis-
course about the origin and use of

“Dutch ovens.” Our thanks to Christine
and Bill McLoughlin for their presenta-
tion.

The next meeting will be the potluck
pioneer picnic Saturday, Aug. 2, noon to
3 p.m., at the Rickert Homestead of Dick
and Marge Radonich at 9107 Key
Peninsula Highway South, in
Longbranch. We will celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the house and also Marge’s
birthday.

—Submitted by Virginia Seavy

Photo by Rodika Tollefson
Vaughn High cheerleaders Shirley Olson, Marge Radonich and Joyce Niemann
brought some old memories back at the reunion.

Vaughn Union High graduates
know how to celebrate

RReeuunniioonn  ddeeeemmeedd  aa  ssuucceessss
The Vaughn Union High School

Reunion was held at the Key Peninsula
Civic Center.The old high school gym
was filled with classmates and friends
on the afternoon of June 21. Hard to
believe so much time has passed since it
was closed as a high school in 1947.

About 161 attended. Mrs. Dorothy
Bouvia was an honored guest, as she
was the only teacher still able to
attend. At one table were three alumni
who were 90 plus years old, Frances
Metzler Kinkaid, Evelyn Bigley Stinson
and Elsie Bill Olson.The longest mar-
ried couple were Esther Anderson
Lovestrom with her husband, together
for 63 years.Three other couples, all
Vaughn alumni and high school sweet-
hearts, were honored as they are mark-
ing 62 years of marriage this year, Jane
and Harmon Van Slyke, Wes and Pat
Davidson and Hazel and Ralph
Kingsbury.

The alumnus coming the farthest dis-
tance was Lloyd Tachell from
Oklahoma. Don’t believe he has missed
many of our reunions. Don Lind, our
chairman for this reunion, won the prize
for most children, six boys, and he could
remember all their names.
The Key Peninsula Singers sang many

of the older songs we remembered from
way back when.The museum was open
for all to look at memorabilia of past
school days.The classes of 1943 and
1944 senior pictures are now hanging
up with the rest of the classes for the
first time on Graduate Wall.

After expenses, the reunion was able
to donate $488 to the Civic Center.
And yes, the cheerleaders did make
their appearance to lead the alumni in
a couple of rousing yells and the
Vaughn School song, “We are Loyal to
you, Vaughn High.”

—By Alumna Joyce Niemann

To have your organization’s event listed
in the Key Peninsula News and the Key
Pen Electronic Newsletter (emailed twice a
month to 500 subscribers), send your
news to keypennews@yahoo.com, fax to
884-4053, or mail to: KP News, P.O.
Box 3, Vaughn WA 98394, by the 15th of
the month preceeding publication.

Include the name of the event, sponsor-
ing organization, date/time, place, cover
charge, if applicable, and contact infor-
mation for more details.
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AT COURTESY FORD OF GIG HARBOR...

1-866-602-9160
SHOP ONLINE AT: WWW.COURTESYAUTOS.COM

5304 POINT FOSDICK DR. NW

PRICES PLUS TAX & LICENSE ON APPROVAL OF CREDIT. OFFERS INCLUDE ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. ALL VEHICLES ONE ONLY UNLESS LISTED. ALL PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES
SUBJECT TO CHANCE WITHOUT NOTICE. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS, OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED. SALE ENDS 8/31/03.

TOLL
FREE

IF FOR ANY REASON, YOU’RE NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED...
WE’LL GLADLY EXCHANGE IT. NO QUESTIONS ASKED

48-HOUR TRIAL 
EXCHANGE 
BENEFITS

FROM FLAT TIRES TO LOCKOUTS EVEN RUNNING
OUT OF GAS... THERE IS SOMEONE TO HELP!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE

FINANCING 
AND LEASING$ 90 DAY/

3000 MILE
90 DAY/3000
WARRANTY

STANDARD WITH MOST VEHICLES AT NO
ADDITIONAL CHARGE.

WE OFFER AFFORDABLE FINANCING AND LEASING
FROM A LARGE BANKING INSTITUTION!

OVER 100 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IN STOCK!

BRING IN ANY AD FROM ANY DEALER IN KITSAP OR PIERCE
COUNTY, AND COURTESY FORD OF GIG HARBOR WILL . . .

Other dealers’ current newspaper ads. both vehicles must be new, identically
equipped & in stock. advertised offers must be valid. misprints excluded.BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE BY $300

1991 FORD F250 XLT 4X4
V8, AUTO, AIR COND., P.W., PDL, AM/FM/CASS & MORE! 
HARD TO FIND!!! VIN#1FTEF26H5MPB24654  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$4988
2002 FORD RANGER  
4 CYL, 5SPD, AM/FM/CD, ABS & MORE.  GREAT LITTLE WORK TRUCK!!
VIN#1FTYR10D32PA02384  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$7988
2000 FORD EXPLORER XLS 4X4
AUTO, A/C, RUNNING BOARDS, P.W., PDL, & MUCH MORE!!!
VIN#1FMDU72X4YZB29337 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$11,988
2000 FORD RANGER XLT SUPERCAB 4X4
AUTO, A/C, CD & LOW MILES!!
VIN#1FTZR15V7YPA6341  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$12,988

1999 FORD F150 XLT SUPERCAB 4X4
V8, AUTO, A/C, P.W., PDL, CANOPY, BEDLINER, & MORE.!!
VIN#1FTRX18LXXKB98754  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$14,988
1999 FORD F150 XLT SUPERCAB 4X4
V8, AUTO, A/C, A/F/C, P.W., PDL, RUNNING BOARDS & LOW MILES!!
VIN#1FTRX08L2XKC00541  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$17,988
1999 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT 4X4
V8, AUTO, LEATHER, REAR A/C, FULL POWER, & LOW MILES.
SHARP!!! VIN#1GNEK13R9XR149214  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$18,988
2001 CHEVROLET SILVERADO X-CAB 4X4
V8, AUTO, TILT, CRUISE, & MUCH MORE!  DON’T WAIT!!
VIN##2GCEK19T211275538 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$19,588

2000 CHEVROLET LS SILVERADO X-CAB 4X4
V8, AUTO, Z71 SUSPENSION, A/C, P/WINDS/LKS, TILT,
CRUISE & LOW MILES!!! VIN##1GCEK19T1YE351291 . . . . . . . . . . . .

$21,988
2000 FORD EXPEDITION EDDIE BAUER 4X4
QUAD LEATHER CHAIRS, MOONROOF, REAR A/C, CD CHANGER,
& LOW MILES!!! VIN#1FMFU18L6YLB60215  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$23,988
2001 FORD F150 SUPERCREW 4X4
V8, AUTO, BEDLINER, AM/FM/CD, P/WINDS/LKS, & MORE!!
ONLY 25,000 MILES!!! VIN#1FTRW08L01KC26291 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$25,988
2002 FORD F350 CREW CAB 4X4
TURBO DIESEL, AUTO, LARIAT PKG, FULL POWER & MUCH MORE!!
TOWING MONSTER!!! VIN#1FTSW31F12EB25123  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$32,988

MILES

EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE ACTIVE DUTY
SERVICE MEMBER E-1 AND ABOVE

MILES is a one-rate,
non-credit criteria based
bank finance instant
delivery automotive loan
program for active duty
military members.

IN JUST 1 HOUR YOU COULD HAVE

Military Installment 
Loan & Educational

Services

SAVE AN EXTRA
$750

1. A quality car that fits your budget.
2. A great start to good credit.
3. A banking loan from U.S. BANK
4. Instant delivery on a new or used car!

FINANCING FOR
BAD CREDIT OR NO CREDIT
GUARANTEED
APPROVAL

OIL CHANGES
$9.95

OVER

200
NEW FORDS

IN STOCK!

LOWOVERHEAD!
WE TRYHARDER!

C E R T I F I E D

4TO CHOOSE FROM,
Vin#1FTYR10D03PB48078,
Vin#1FTYR10D53PB48075,
Vin#1FTYR10DX3PB48069,
Vin#1FTYR10D73PB48059

NEW 2003 FORD 

RANGER XL
PICKUP

38 RANGERS In Stock!

$8975

COURTESY RETAIL . . . . . . .$17,253
COURTESY DISCOUNT  . . . .-$3825

EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

$13,428
FACTORY REBATE . . . . . . . .-$3000
FMCC BONUS CASH  . . . . .-$1000
MILITARY APPRECIATION . . .-$750
COLLEGE GRAD INCENTIVE . .-$400

QUALIFY FOR THE ABOVE REBATES

$8278 4.2L V6, AM/FM/CASS.
& MORE, 2 TO CHOOSE FROM

Vin#2FTRF17233CA82600,
Vin#2FTRF17223CA82653

NEW 2003 FORD 

F-150
PICKUP

50 F-SERIES In Stock!

$10,015

COURTESY RETAIL  . . . . . .$21,603
COURTESY DISCOUNT  . . . .-$5365

EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

$16,288
FACTORY REBATE . . . . . . . .-$3000
FMCC BONUS CASH  . . . . . .-$500
MILITARY APPRECIATION . . .-$750
COLLEGE GRAD INCENTIVE . .-$400

QUALIFY FOR THE ABOVE REBATES

$11,588 3.0L V6, AUTO, P/Winds/lks, A/C, KEYLESS
ENTRY, TOW PKG, CRUISE, TILT, ALLOY
WHEELS, ROOF RACK & MORE!! 2 TO

CHOOSE FROM, Vin#1FMYU92163KC88628,
Vin#1FMYU92193KD20021

NEW 2003 FORD 

ESCAPE
XLS 4X4

13 ESCAPES In Stock!

$7750

COURTESY RETAIL  . . . . . .$26,593
COURTESY DISCOUNT  . . . .-$5100

EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

$21,493
FACTORY REBATE . . . . . . . .-$1500
MILITARY APPRECIATION . . .-$750
COLLEGE GRAD INCENTIVE . .-$400

QUALIFY FOR THE ABOVE REBATES

$18,843
TOTAL

SAVINGS
TOTAL

SAVINGS
TOTAL

SAVINGS


