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In this issue Key Pen to
be featured
on television 
program
By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

The Key Peninsula will get its 20-some
minutes of fame in October, now that “My
Home Town” host Dorothy Wilhelm
dropped by.

Sure, the Peninsula is not exactly a
town. But it has stories to tell nonetheless
— so the producers will bend the format a
little to accommodate the unique commu-
nity.

“This community… will have to be
approached differently than our usual
subject,” Wilhelm said. “And we are unfail-
ingly positive.”

So far 36 towns have been featured on
the Comcast Channel 29/76 show, and
each is being revisited and shown again in
two or three years. The Key Peninsula will
be featured in October, so crews will be
out and about in September looking for
“stories to show.”

That’s where local residents get a

Geoduck harvester fights
in court for his company
By Karl Anderson
KP News 

Doug McRae has been harvesting geoducks, the gargantuan bi-valve
delicacy of the Pacific Northwest, for 30 years. He has even developed a
system to produce millions of baby geoducks in confined tanks and then
“plant” them back into Henderson Bay. 

But last month, Pierce County and volunteers worked to remove the
thousands of 4-inch PVC piping that served as little nurseries for the
babies.

Over a year ago, Pierce County declared that its land-use contract
from 2001 with McRae’s company, Washington Shellfish, was void

(See GEODUCKS, Page 9)

Fairgoers of all ages had
lots to do at the Key
Peninsula Community
Fair in August. A climb-
ing wall, a Living History
oxen show and a carnival
were just some of the 
highlights.

FFuunn  aatt  tthhee  KKPP  FFaaiirr

Photos by Rodika Tollefson
and  Hugh McMillan (See Show, Page 12)Back to School
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By Irene Torres
KP News

What do Jane Bryant Quinn, John
Stossel, and Rudy Giuliani have in com-
mon with Vaughn resident Joe
Dervaes?  Quinn is a financial colum-
nist for Newsweek Magazine.  Stossel is
a correspondent with ABC News.
Giuliani was United States Attorney for
the Southern District of New York, and
later served honorably as mayor of New
York City. Joe Dervaes works as audit
manager for Special Investigations for
the Washington State Auditor’s Office. 
Yet the four have a common bond.

Each has been a recipient of the
prestigious Cressey Award from the
Association of Certified Fraud
Examiners (ACFE), an international
organization 26,000 strong. Dervaes
received his 2003 award at a ceremony
in Chicago, Ill., on Aug. 4 for his life-
time achievement in the field of fraud
detection, deterrence, and education.

Dervaes says, “The equivalent award
in the field of journalism is the Pulitzer
prize. It is the highest international
award bestowed on any individual by
the ACFE.” The award is in honor of
Dr. Donald R. Cressey, a founder of the
ACFE, and a pioneer in the field of
white-collar crime research and educa-
tion.  

“It is predominantly awarded to
those outside the ACFE who have done
great things in the field of fraud,”
explains Dervaes. “This is the first time
the award has been given to a rank and
file member of the association.” 

Reflecting on his recognition by the
organization, Dervaes says, “I saw a
void, then learned as much as I could
to fill it. I began sharing the informa-
tion with others by tirelessly volunteer-

ing as a fraud educator, writing, speak-
ing and teaching on the subject.  That’s
my primary focus.”   

Brian Sonntag, Washington state
auditor and Dervaes’ supervisor, said
he is proud of Dervaes’ accomplish-
ments. “The citizens of Washington
expect accountability over public
resources. Our fraud program, relying
heavily on Joe’s skills and professional-
ism, is a protector of those resources,”
Sonntag said in a press release.  

As audit manager, Dervaes is respon-
sible to manage the state agency’s
fraud program. He specializes in
employee embezzlement fraud within
170 agencies and 2,400 local govern-
ments, where he monitors all fraud
audits. He has participated in the inves-

tigation of 550 fraud cases involving
losses of $10 million during his 19 years
with the state. 

Dervaes has authored all materials
used for staff training and develop-
ment in the area of fraud prevention
and detection; he is responsible for
training financial managers, in all lev-
els of state and local government,
about the risks of fraud.  

“This award is something well
beyond my personal goals for a lifetime
chievement,” he says. “The Cressey
Award is very special to me, and has
great significance for other members
who will follow in my footsteps.”  

Joe has earned the right to share a
place in history with  Jane, John, and
Rudy.  
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Vaughn resident receives international award

Photo courtesy of ACFE
Left to right:Toby Bishop (Association President), Joe Dervaes (Association Fellow,
Regent Emeritus, and 2003 Cressey Award Winner), and Dr. Gil Geis (Professor
Emeritus of Sociology, University of California at Irvine, Past Association President,
Regent Emeritus, and 1992 Cressey Award Winner), at the awards ceremony.

KGHP radio
station
implements
the Amber
Alert

Local radio station KGHP, stationed at
the Peninsula High School, has recently
received a grant from the Key Peninsula
Veterans Institute to assist in the imple-
mentation of the “Amber Alert” pro-
gram. The Amber Alert is a nationwide
system adopted by most states to help
authorities in case of abducted children. 

Once information is released by
authorities, participating radio and tele-
vision stations immediately broadcast it
throughout the country.

KGHP Manager Leland Smith said the
$750 grant will help purchase new soft-
ware for the program, update the
Emergency Alert System and maintain a
portion of the electronic support units
for the next two to three years.

KGHP, owned and operated by the
Peninsula School District, will enter its
15th year of public service this fall. It
operates 24 hours per day, seven days a
week and cooperates with the  public
information services of Peninsula Light
Co. and the Peninsula Emergency
Preparedness Committee (PEP-C).

“Underwriting of this type is greatly
appreciated, as much of our public serv-
ice is made possible through our under-
writers and through the support of the
school district,” Leland said. 

KGHP broadcasts on 89.9, 89.3 and
104.5 FM. The fall season of sports
broadcasting will open Sept. 5 with a live
broadcast of a football game between
PHS and North Mason High at 7 p.m. On
Sept. 6, a delayed broadcast of Gig
Harbor High vs. Wilson will be heard at 9
a.m.

—Submitted by KGHP

Do you have news or a press
release to submit for publication?

October deadline 
is Sept. 17.
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ERKER’S
Auto & Truck Repair

Serving you since 1957
2311 Pacific Highway, East

Fife, Washington 98424
Ph: (253) 922-8344

Fax: (253) 922-9248
M-F 7am - 6pm
Sat 8am - 5pm

By Irene Torres
KP News

A booth to gather public comment on
district boundaries, election processes, and
representation to a community council
wouldn’t usually generate much interest.
But at least one booth at the Key Peninsula
Fair was bustling with activity—thanks to
organizing committee members David
Michelson and Ruth Bramhall, who
secured valuable raffle items to increase
interest and help fund the creation of the
new Community Council.

Even fairgoers without political aspira-
tions had good reason to be interested in
the booth with the map of the Peninsula:
Michelson obtained a station wagon from
Graham Denny of Courtesy Ford in Gig
Harbor and a truck from Todd Byersdorf
of Gig Harbor Motor Sports. Everyone
who bought a raffle ticket had an equal
chance to win.

Other raffle items were donated by

Moreland & Sons, Capitol Lumber, Fred
Meyer, Gig Harbor Orthopedic and
Physical Therapy, Peninsula Marine, Olson
Chevrolet, Kenny’s NW Experience and
KFC of Gig Harbor.

After expenses, the raffle netted $892.
These funds will go toward the cost of the
501(c)3 incorporation application, the
election process, and a community needs
assessment survey.

“Comments from community members
were very positive and they understood the
role a grass roots citizen community coun-
cil could play in meeting needs on the Key
Peninsula and maintaining and improving
the quality of life,” said Dennis Taylor of
Safe Streets.

Work continues on determining the best
method for electing council members and
the funding avenues for that process. 

Public input is always welcome at meet-
ings of the organizing committee, held the
fourth Tuesday of each month at the Key
Peninsula Middle School at 7 p.m.

By Irene Torres
KP News

Following last month’s Key Peninsula
News article on the $75,000 Safe House
grant award from the Geneva
Foundation to I.M.Pact, board member
Penny Gazabat reports several calls from
people who want to prevent domestic vio-
lence on the Key Peninsula, or to help
victims of domestic abuse.

I.M.P.act has received permission from
the Gig Harbor Target to use its “CLUB
WED” as a registry for a “housewarming”
party to be held at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 22.

Gazabat says, “Target Manager Roger
Thomas was very happy to host the event,
knowing we would not be able to host the
reception at I.M.P.act’s Safe House,” as its
location is protected for the safety of its
residents.

“He asked if they could provide the
refreshments and hold the reception in
their food court,” Gazabat says. “We said,

‘Yes!’ Target could not have made it any
easier for this event to be a success... The
only thing needed now is support from
the community.”

The house needs “the little things that
it takes to make and run a home,” she
says. Many of those items are $5 to $25,
and any help is appreciated by the group.

“All you need to do is go to Target or
use the CLUB WED registry online. The
computer will ask for the bride or
groom’s first and last name,” Gazabat
says. “We put ‘Safe House’ as both of
their names.” Once the name is entered,
a list of needed items is printed out.
Target will provide wrapping paper and
ribbons, and will allow gift donations to
be left at the store until the event.

I.M.P.act (Interdenominational
Ministries Pact) board members wel-
come the entire community to attend
the “Housewarming Reception,”
whether or not they are able to pur-
chase an item for the Safe House.

Housewarming Party for
‘safe house’ right on ‘Target’

Community Council gets
merchants’ support



By Rodika Tollefson

It used to be the most annoying ques-
tion.

“So, where are you from?”
I still answer it now and then, but I’ve

learned to accept it. Just like my slight
accent.

The accent comes out occasionally,
especially when I am tired or nervous.
And when it doesn’t,
my name—
Rodika — does
the job just as
well.

Some say the
accent is nice. Others try
to guess — is it…Russian?…German?
Over the years, I’ve rehearsed the
answer so well it comes out in one
breath. “I am from Moldova, between
Romania and Ukraine. It used to be part
of the former Soviet Union.…”

I don’t mind those lessons in geogra-
phy. I don’t blink if people feel com-
pelled to raise their voice, speak slowly or
restate the question. It doesn’t happen
that much any more. But the memories
from more than a decade ago, when I was
FOB—fresh-off-the-boat—still remind
me that my accent, not much thicker
then, was perceived as a shortcoming. 

Although I’ve been speaking English
as my third language since I was 7, it was
British English nonetheless. Between
confusing moments like calling cereal
porridge and pants trousers and confus-
ing those strange phrases, like pulling a
leg or kicking butt, I was labeled by
some Americans. 

I never actually said, “I am not stupid”
or “I understand you as well as anyone
else.” Yet that first year in an American

college, that condensed lesson in cross-
cultural diversity reminds me of a
Hispanic character in the film “A Walk
in the Clouds.”

“Just because I speak with an accent
doesn’t mean I think with one,” he said.

For me, my job as a journalist has
proven that my accent is not a handicap
or an indication of my thinking ability. I
have to prove my English every day with
every story I write. And I write many
each week.

Strangers no longer say, “You speak
English so well.” I guess that’s a given, or
I wouldn’t be a reporter and writer,
right? No one would question the obvi-
ous, as they questioned me when I
worked in a liquor store several years
ago. At 23, I looked 16. Not a day went
without “Are you old enough to work
here?” or “Have they changed the drink-
ing age?” or “Does the store know they
can be fined?”

No one would ask a professional jour-
nalist: “Are you allowed to be a writer,
since you have that accent and English is
your third language?” or “Is your paper
OK with this?”

One question, however, will continue
to be asked. “So, what brought you
here?”

They forget it’s probably the same
question that hung over their own
ancestors centuries ago. Times have
changed and so has the face of America.
But many things have not. Foreigners
came to seek freedom, a better life and
opportunities. They still do.

Many succeed and nearly shed their
old identities, customs, voices. Like me,
they blend into the culture so well they
can’t be told apart until they speak.

Others, as I did, learn fast that the

freedom has a price. My price-tag
included loneliness, poverty and family
left behind. It meant my kids, now 6 and
8, not knowing their grandparents or
cousins who “live far-far away.” My victo-
ries and sorrows not shared with best
friends. My lessons in motherhood and
marriage diplomacy learned from a
book, not from my mom.

Despite my nearly 11-year marriage to
an American and my living in this coun-
try for a dozen years now, for a long time
I didn’t feel the necessity of becoming a
U.S. citizen. Changing somehow meant
betrayal. It meant giving up my last link
to the world “far-far away,” dazzled with
sweet memories of cherries in bloom,
fresh-baked bread and that first kiss. A
world of lost innocence and silenced
songs. 

Yet the world had been fading until a
faint smell and some photographs were
all that remained. It was time to let go.

As I pledged my allegiance to the
United States in the tidy Anchorage INS
conference room a few summers ago, I
felt a moment of rebirth. My shoulders
somehow felt heavy. Not with burden.
With pride but also with responsibility. I
had been working and paying my taxes
within weeks of stepping off the Alaska-
bound plane. I had felt as much part of
America as my husband or my two sons
born here. The only thing I couldn’t do
was vote, take a stand. Something many
Americans dread anyhow.

But with the official seal came a new
feeling. My voice could now count. 

Even though it has an accent. 

Rodika Tollefson is a Key Peninsula resi-
dent and the executive editor of Key
Peninsula News.
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““WWhheeww,,  wwee  mmaaddee  iitt..!!””
The Longbranch Community

Church’s 3rd annual Salmon Bake
fund-raising event is behind us. The
July 26th event was bigger and better
than ever, and a rousing success.  We
fed over 600 people.

This year the salmon bake was pro-
moted as a family event, with more
emphasis on kids’ activities and crafts.
The food was still the main attraction,
however, and Chef Oliver Coldeen’s
crew was dispatched late in the day to

replenish corn and potato salad.
The church wishes to thank the pub-

lic for the overwhelming support, the
K.P. News for the publicity, the

Longbranch Improvement Club for use
of the hall and hospitality. Additional
thanks are extended to merchants for
advance ticket sales. They included:
Sunnycrest Nursery, Dave Ahren’s
Coast Hardware at Lake Kathryn,
Home Country Store, Charboneau
Construction, and the Longbranch
Marina.

It might be a good idea to mark your
calendar now for next year’s bash, the
last Saturday in July. We pick that day
because of “guaranteed” weather.

John Petersen,  Salmon Bake Chair
Longbranch Community Church

Letter to the Editor

Editorial
WWhhaatt’’ss  tthhee  bbiigg  ddeeaall  aabboouutt
bbeeiinngg  oonn  tteelleevviissiioonn??

Comcast Cable TV crews will be rolling
about the Key Peninsula in September,
sneaking a peek at its history, landscape,
characters and community spirit. 

It may not be Hollywood, it may only be
a 30-minute cable show, but it’s exciting
nonetheless. And not because Key Pen
gets a whole month all to itself (so what if
it’s the same segment). Not even because
we may see our friends and neighbors.

What makes the show’s spotlight so
exciting is the fact that the Peninsula real-
ly can no longer claim being one of the
region’s best-kept secrets with its pristine
atmosphere, gorgeous views and quiet but
content rural lifestyle. Being featured
among the show’s 30-plus communities is
only one proof that slowly but surely Key
Pen is working its way to being on the map.

True, we could argue that we like being
a secret and we don’t necessarily want
more traffic, more residents, more devel-
opment, more anything unless it’s better
roads or transportation. But growth is not
something we can quietly sweep under the
rug when no one’s looking. And we defi-
nitely can’t slam the gates shut, so it’s not a
matter of if but how.

As residents, we have two choices: leave
the gates open and see what happens, or
actively participate in community build-
ing. Local leaders are on the right path of
preserving and improving our quality of
life, tackling everything from parks and
trails to better representation via a
Community Council, from helping those
in need to bringing entertainment in. 

Those who don’t participate, vote, help,
and share views now will have no reasons
to complain later, when growth doesn’t
happen the way they like it. And whether
they like or not, the cat will soon be out of
the bag.

Accent or not, my voice counts

Photos by Hugh McMillan
Adults (left) and kids (above) alike enjoyed
the Salmon Bake celebration in July.



Photo by Rodika Tollefson
Dr. Mark Davis, a Gig Harbor resident, staffed a Northwest Medical Team van, with Julie
Fuller as his assistant.The Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church of Gig Harbor paid for the
van to visit the Key Peninsula Community Center.
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NW Medical Team visits KP residents
By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

A new Northwest Medical Team dental
van made its maiden voyage in August,
making the Key Peninsula Community
Center its very first stop. The van, fully
equipped for basic and emergency den-
tal care, parked for half-day at KPCS and
treated a handful of patients for free—
thanks to a generous donation by Gig
Harbor’s Chapel Hill Presbyterian
Church.

The van is one of three in the state for
the group that has been helping people
all over the world with medical and den-
tal care and other aid.

“All the dentists are volunteer and
have to give up a day of work. Some do it
occasionally or four times a year, others
do it every month,” said the van’s coordi-
nator and driver, Yvette Townsend.

Townsend is the only permanent
staffer assigned to the van. The rest, den-
tists and assistants, change with every
visit.

“There are so many needs not being

met and when a community comes
together and offers the service to people
for free, it’s commendable.”

Some communities choose to charge a
nominal fee to the patients; others hire
the dental staff. Each situation is unique
and depends entirely on the sponsor’s
wishes and the community’s needs.

The vans cost about $135,000 to equip
and operate. Clinics are usually set about
six times a month in summer but as many
as six per week during the rest of the year.

“If each dentist in Pierce County gave
up a day to volunteer in a clinic, we’d
have a clinic each day,” Townsend said.

The van will likely be seen more often
around the Peninsula, as it comes
around to serve some local schools.

“If each dentist in Pierce
County gave up a day to 
volunteer in a clinic, we’d 
have a clinic each day.”

-Yvette Townsend, coordinator



By Irene Torres
KP News

The magic of Shear Magic Beauty
Salon isn’t found in the scents of sham-
poos or the aromas of conditioners. It
isn’t in the array of colors available for
highlighting, tints and dyes or even in
the bright spectral display of nail enam-
els. It isn’t in the snipping of scissors or
the buzz of the clippers. It isn’t even in
the pungent odor of a permanent wave.
The magic of Shear Magic is …in its
owner, Gaye Williams.  

Williams works her magic “Tuesday
through Saturday, from my first
appointment to my last appointment,”
and doesn’t joke when, asked about
walk-in clients, says she will accept them
“as long as they tell me ahead of time
when they will walk in.”   

With her trademark purple nail polish
and “cute” shoes, she is ready to help
clients prepare for special occasions, to
transform a tomboy into a beauty queen
for the prom...to ease a bride’s jitters on
her wedding day…to bring out the best
in her customers with special cuts,

styles, highlighting and color, using the
highest quality products.  

Williams’ magic is well known to cus-
tomers at her unisex salon in “the heart
of Key Center,” where she’s been in the
beauty business since moving to the
Peninsula in 1995. “It’s a very friendly,
down-to-earth type of place, and people
really seem to love the convenience of
coming here,” says manicurist and nail
technician, Michelle Horn. Her busi-
ness, “Fingerpaints,” is a leased station
inside Shear Magic.

Horn relocated from Colorado in
1991 and opened her own shop in Gig
Harbor until 2000 when she returned to
school, and later worked as a manicur-
ing instructor at Clover Park. She insists
on good sanitation, providing separate,
personal implements for every client.  

Also leasing a station is “Nails by
Lynn.” Lynn Reaves moved to
Washington in 1995. “Customers come
here for our sense of humor, for the
entertainment,” she says, laughing.
“I’m the cheapest psychologist in town.”
And Williams chimes in, “They always
run into someone they know. It’s a good
place to work and visit.”  

Just last year Shear Magic was
expanded to add You-Topia Massage, by
Rena Pagaduan, licensed massage prac-
titioner, who considers therapeutic
touch to be a necessary part of a regular
body maintenance program. “We are all
looking for ways to deal with our over-
whelming stress in society, and massage
is one of the most effective treatments
for stress, depression and chronic pain,”
she says. 

Citing a study by the University of
Washington that compares massage to
medication for chronic pain, Pagaduan
says, “Patients receiving regular massage
were in 80 percent less pain than the
medicated patients. The best prescrip-
tion —nurture yourself —try a mas-
sage.” Pagaduan graduated from
Alexandar’s School of Natural
Therapeutics, and has been in practice
for eight years.    

Peninsula resident and regular cus-
tomer Dolores Alimossy has a lot of
praise for the salon. “They’re terrific!
Gaye is the best. She plays with the hair
until she learns how it will lay… The cut
is perfect.”  

Alimossy adds,“The place is upbeat,
and fun.” That must be part of the
magic.    
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Allyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit SAllyn Knit Shophophophophop
188462 E. State Route 3                Allyn, Washington 98524

(360) 275-4729
Open Sundays this Summer

Shop Hours:
Mon 11am-8pm - Tue, Thu, Fri 11am-6pm - Sat & Sun 11am-4pm

Closed Wednesdays
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Call for Appointment Gift Certificates253-853-7585

The “Shear Magic” of a Key Center Beauty Salon

Photo by Hugh McMillan

Rena Pagaduan, Lynn Reaves and Gaye “Always a beautician, sometimes a magician”
Williams often are visited by residents looking to feel “like a million bucks.”

“The place is upbeat 
and fun.”

-Dolores Alimossy, customer
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Grandmother of seven stays young through her daycare
By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

Helen Macumber says she was the
average parent while raising her three
children: She did the best she could
with what she knew then. But a few
decades and hundreds of daycare kids
later, the grandmother of seven has
learned a lot about teaching, caring for
young curious minds and raising com-
passionate people — and she passes it
along every day to the Key Peninsula
youngsters who call her place a second
home.

Macumber has recently celebrated
five years of her daycare, Key to
Learning, which she opened almost
immediately after moving to Key
Center.

“In my 23 years of daycare, the last
five have been the happiest,” she said. “I
love this community and my (daycare)
kids are my extended family. I love it
because my own grandkids don’t live
near me.”

While she says the best part of run-
ning a daycare is being able to share
knowledge with the parents and teach-
ing the children to be caring and com-
passionate, she has another, more self-

ish reason. “People have allowed me to
do what I’ve always wanted,” she said. “I
wanted to be a mother, a nurse and a
teacher—and I can do all those things.

I’m a very lucky person because the par-
ents give me a gift.”

In return, she gives a few gifts of her
own: drop-in respite for mothers who

just want to get their errands and shop-
ping done alone, early morning and
late evening hours for parents with odd
schedules, and the assurance to all of
them that they can call her in an emer-
gency for help.

“I know what it’s like for no one to be
around and to be alone,” the former
military wife said. 

Macumber can’t recount any chal-
lenges about her daycare business—per-
haps because it’s not so much a business
for her as it is a passion. One that has
many perks, like a hidden elixir that
allows her to stay “young.”

“I don’t feel 60, the kids energize me,”
she said. 

“I feel like I am one of the moms and
I can’t imagine ever retiring. I play Uno
and squirt with the hose all summer and
eat Popsicles. How many adults get to
do that?”

Though Macumber’s home seems to
always have kids in residence no matter
what time of day or night, there is no
feeling of chaos, there is no loud noise
or messes one may associate with a
houseful of kids. Although they may
need reminders, the youngsters know
the rules, and they know Helen means
business.

Photo by Rodika Tollefson
Helen Macumber has been like a “second mom” to countless Key Pen kids. Angela
Compton, 10, says she has good friends at the daycare and “all the kids are nice,” but
most importantly “there’s lots to do and I love the food.”

In Business



The Key Peninsula has a new identity
now, thanks to a logo announced as the
winner of the $100 grand prize in the KP
Business Association’s logo contest. 

John McMillan’s design was selected by a
panel of judges as the best to represent the
Peninsula.

“The logo was chosen for its illustration of
the water that we have all around us, moun-
tains that are to the east and the west and
the use of the letters KP,” said Mary
Ramsdell, a Key Peninsula Business
Association member and contest organizer.
“The logo is very adaptable to changes of
color and is crisp and clear.” 

Logo design fits McMillan’s nature, he
said. A Gig Harbor inventor and industrial
designer by trade, he designs logos as a side,
dozens of them. “I enter every logo con-
test,” he said. “I love doing them because I
enjoy the challenge.”

Not a stranger to the Key Peninsula, he
visits friends often and knows the “unique
community.”

“I was hoping to be in the top three, and
I thought it would be wonderful for whoev-
er wins,” he said. “I was very pleased.”

8 Key Peninsula News

KEY PENINSULA FIRE TRUCK LEVY
• In 1985 the voters approved an apparatus levy and the district was able to purchase 3 engines and 2
engine water trucks.
• Today your fire trucks are between 17 and 31 years old. They are frequently out of service for repairs and
maintenance, reducing the amount of equipment and personnel available for emergency service.
• The firefighting fleet does not comply with today’s safety standards. 
• Your set of “Jaws of Life” is 20 years old. Replacement parts are no longer being manufactured. 
• A levy with a 4 year temporary assessment of $0.39 per $1000 of assessed value would provide for the 
following: 

4 NEW ENGINES
1 WATER TENDER
1 RESCUE VEHICLE
1 COMMAND VEHICLE
NEW RESCUE EQUIPMENT
AND OTHER FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT

• New firetrucks will be safer, more dependable and have better firefighting capabilities. It just makes sense
to keep your fleet current and to save money that is currently being used to maintain an aging fleet.

YOUR FIREFIGHTERS POLITELY ASK FOR YOUR “YES” VOTE THIS SEPTEMBER
Paid for by: Key Peninsula Fire Truck Levy Committee Endorsed by Key Peninsula Firefighters Association & Key Peninsula Firefighters Local 3152
Robert Bosch, Chairman, P.O.Box 404, Vaughn, WA 98394

Key Peninsula has a (logo) face
KKPPPPRRDD  CCoommpp  PPllaann  rreeaaddyy
ffoorr  aapppprroovvaall

The Key Peninsula Parks and
Recreation District (KPPRD) is com-
pleting its one-year process to develop a
comprehensive plan for leisure, parks
and recreation on the Key Peninsula.

The next meeting on Sept. 22 at 7
p.m. in the Annex of the Key Peninsula
Sports Center & Fairgrounds will
approve the document for the final step
of its journey toward submission to
Pierce County and the state Interagency
Committee on Outdoor Recreation.

A copy of the final draft is available
for public review and written comment
until Sept. 15 at the Key Center branch
of the Pierce County Library.

Online versions can be downloaded
from the KPPRD Web site at
www.kpprd.org. 

Feedback may be made by email sub-
mission to info@kpprd.org or in person
to KPPRD commissioners up to one
week before the meeting.

All feedback must be received by
Sept. 15 to be considered for inclusion.

News Brief

“The logo was chosen for its illustration of the water that
we have all around us, mountains that are to the east and

the west and the use of the letters KP.”
-Mary Ramsdell
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SPECIAL SALE
ALL 2 GALLON EVERGREEN
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Our Annual Fall Sale is
Bigger & Better

ALL NURSERY STOCK IS

30% OFF
TREES, SHRUBS, GROUND COVERS 

RHODODENDRONS, PERENNIALS, ETC.
OVER 1 ACRE OF PLANTS

SUBJECT TO STOCK ON HAND

AZALEAS
Great Spring Color • Sun or Shade 

reg 12.99 NOW $7.99

TULIPS, DAFFODILS,
HYACINTHS, CROCUS
Many Varieties & Colors
GREAT PRICES ON BULK DAFFODILS

MUMS, KALE, PANSIES
Time to freshen up your Planters & Pots

Mums - Gallon Size $4.49 or 3/$1200

Big, beautiful & full of blossoms

FALL IS THE TIME FOR PLANTING
SPRING BLOOMING BULBS

GREAT OFFER
EASY LIVIN’ TIL FALL & WINTER FEED
Premium granular 20-6-7 Lawn Fertilizer
Reg $12.99 SALE $9.99  20# - 4,000 sq ft coverage
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because it had not gone through the prop-
er channels to be approved in the first
place.

Following a formal hearing between
Pierce County and McRae, the county
issued a cease and desist order preventing
him from accessing the beach, boat ramps,
and parking areas, all of which are vital to
his operation.

“I was completely baffled at their action,”
he said. “This is a win-win situation not
only for the resource and local economics
with respect to employment and as a scien-
tific, educational opportunity —- and for
the benefit of the public because we’ve
planted off our lease onto public-accessible
land. We’ve planted 1.7 million Manila
Clams for the public.”

McRae said geoducks have been harvest-
ed for more than 40 years there with no
effective replenishing until the commence-
ment of his operation. The algae that feeds
the baby bi-valves is grown at the facility at
a rate of 2.5 million cell count per milli-
liter. By planting the babies in protective
tubes on the sand, he says, they are protect-
ed from predation by crab and flounder
until they grow to a point where they are
able to dig into the substrate. 

He has made his research facility open to
students from high school to college levels
and hired students to assist with planting
the geoducks. As many as 128 people were
hired at one time, most of them students.

“Our lease was to be renewable for a
term up to 25 years, but the judge ruled it
to be a 31-year lease and decreed that the
five individuals that signed the lease had
no right to do so,” McRae said. 

McRae’s  dilemma is, according to Pierce
County Executive John Ladenburg,
because he “did not cease his operation
when ordered by the court to do so.”

“It was 100 percent my decision to
oppose his use of the land,” said
Ladenburg. “He has since been trespassing
on the property for the past one and a half

years with no legal right to be there. We
received lots of complaints, some of which
were from residents who were tired of see-
ing his vessel anchored in the bay all the
time.”

Ladenburg said the county offered to
reimburse McRae “every nickel he had
invested into his operation” but instead he
decided to fight it.

“So not only is the offer no longer good,
but Mr. McRae stands to lose a lot of
money once the court determines just how
many geoducks he originally harvested.
We don’t know exactly how much it will be
at this point, but it could be well over $1
million,” Ladenburg said.

Another concern, he said, was the eel-
grass, something McRae says doesn’t make
sense either.

“The key to any successful farming oper-
ation is a method that enhances the pro-
ductivity of the land,” said McRae.
“Aquaculture is no different. It has to
increase the productivity of the land and
increase water quality at the same time.
Eelgrass is a sturdy, vibrant weed, not a del-
icate species. When we first started propa-
gating we harvested up to the eelgrass.
Over the next few years the grass began to
overtake our beds. Geoducks filter out pol-
lutants which are converted into nitrates.
The nutrients help the Eelgrass to grow
even better than it was growing before.”

Bertha Fitzer, Pierce County prosecuting
attorney for the case, said the lease is only
one issue. “The other issue is whether or
not Mr. McRae went through the substan-
tial development process. Our contention,
based on studies we have had done, is that
he did not,” she said. “The harvesting
method they use simply rips out the geo-
ducks with air hoses and blows out the
(eel) grass at the same time… His method-
ology is detrimental to the environment.”

A court hearing Sept. 15 will decide if
the company will be permitted to conduct
operations on other sites. 

(From GEODUCKS, Page 1)

Randy Stocking
monitors salinity,
Ph balance, and
algae production,
all in a day’s
work, at the
Washington
Shellfish research
laboratory.

Photo by
Karl Anderson

Next month:
Read about the geoduck�s biology.
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By RodikaTollefson
KP News

Breezi and Bob Peterson’s kitchen lacks
a few essential appliances: a stove, an oven
and a microwave. But for the couple,
those appliances are not essential at all.

For two years, they have avoided what
they call a “SAD” way of eating —
Standard American Diet — instead
indulging in raw vegan cuisine, fruits and
vegetables.

“We call it the SAD diet because it fits —
if you eat it you get sick and you’re very
sad,” Breezi Peterson said.

Bob and Breezi, Key Peninsula resi-
dents and local real estate agents, speak
from experience. Once they completely
eliminated cooked and processed foods
about two years ago, changes started.
Good changes. 

Bob eventually lost 70 pounds. His high
blood pressure, for which medication was
recommended, was reversed. Breezi lost
the aches in the bottom of her feet along
with multiple other pains. Both gained a
new ticket on life, full of energy and radi-
ant health.

“People think you’re
nuts,” Bob Peterson said.
“It’s a tough choice to
make, but it’s easy once
you get there.”

The couple says cooked
food is an addiction, like

smoking or drinking. While that claim
may appear questionable in a world of
lasagna, pizza and chocolate cake, the raw
food movement has gained momentum
in the last few years, and stories abound of
reversed “incurable” diseases. More and
more research is being done to support
alternative eating habits, including raw
food, which excludes any processed or
cooked items. Cooking food releases vari-
ous toxins by altering the chemical com-
position, Breezi says—and she has the
research to prove it.

Like any other addiction, it stays with
you. The Petersons, after two years, “fell
off the wagon.” Tempted by the goodies
in a cupboard and the refrigerator
brought by a houseguest, they resisted for
two weeks but then gave in.

An omelet —“just this one time,” they
thought—then Chinese, then pasta, and
“the days turned into weeks and it kept
snowballing.” Then trouble came.
Breezi’s foot pain was back. Bob began
feeling hungry constantly, something that
didn’t happen while eating raw. They
started sleeping longer, lost the energy
and “the spark.”  

“Cooked food was just not an option
before because my health was too impor-
tant to me,” Breezi said. “Now chocolate
chip cookies scream at me. I need to go
back to where it’s not an option.”

But going back, as they found out, is not
easy at all. “I know I don’t feel good,” Bob
said. “But the flavor and the texture (of
cooked foods) is hard to get away from.”

Willpower alone is not enough, the
Petersons say. People who are fighting
against the mainstream to stay healthy
need the support of one another. So

Breezi hopes to start a local “support
group”—a similar one in Gig Harbor
eventually disbanded but she thinks by
staying local, it may be easier to help each
other. People don’t have to be “100 per-
cent raw” to be together, she says, they just
need to be like-minded and share infor-
mation, experiences, recipes and of
course food. Peterson herself has a wealth
of research, ready to give to anyone
inquiring. 

“I want my health back,” said Bob, who

had started gaining weight once the
“SAD” menu tugged at his heart and his
taste buds. 

Health for the couple means giving
away those temptations that are nearly
impossible to ignore, like teriyaki chicken
and cookies and just the good old peanut
butter and jelly sandwich. But for them,
sacrifice is well worth it. 

And once they are back off the SAD
lifestyle, it doesn’t seem like a sacrifice at
all.

10 Key Peninsula News

 �����������!

Key Peninsula’s Closest Full-Service
Floor Center Since 1962

CARPET • WOOD • CERAMIC TILE & STONE • VINYL
LAMINATE AND SOLID-SURFACE COUNTERTOPS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
8803 SR 16, Just West of Haven of Rest Cemetery

(253) 853-5833

Couple finds health in
alternative eating lifestyle

Photos by Rodika Tollefson
Breezi and Bob Peterson share a snack made of red peppers stuffed with a raw seed and
nut pate. Behind them, the area where the stove had been is empty. Bottom left, Raw
food “soft serve” ice cream is delicious and easy to make. Best of all, it’s completely
healthy and has only one ingredient.

Many raw vegans still eat nonraw —
some call themselves “50 percent raw,”
or “90 percent raw,” depending on how
their diet is structured. But they all feel
that the food itself is just part of a
lifestyle that improves health all around,
and includes exercise, fresh air, ade-
quate sunshine and sleep.

Individual preferences and tolerance
levels vary for raw-foodists. The main
principle is that raw food excludes any-
thing that has been pre-processed or
cooked above 115 –118 degrees. Higher
temperatures destroy the enzymes, liv-
ing microscopic cultures present in all
raw foods that help the body digest
food. 

The enzymes, according to research,
break the food down into components
so body can sort out and use the nutri-
ents. When food is heated excessively,

the enzymes lose their effectiveness.
What raw vegans consume: Any raw

fruits and vegetables, preferably organ-
ic; sprouted grains; seeds and nuts;
some herbs and spices (fresh especial-
ly); olive oil; coconut water and any nat-
ural juices without additives.

What they don’t consume: Meat, dairy,
baked, canned and cooked foods, wine,
coffee, sugar, soy products.

Staple foods: Nut pates, salad fixings
and dressing (oil, water, lemon juice,
fresh herbs, garlic, ginger and nuts). A
variety of things can be made using
these. 

Support group: If you’re interested in
learning more or would like to join the
group, call Breezi Petersen at 884-1954
or email her, bobandbreezi@harbor-
net.com.

Raw basics
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253-857-2151

TIDES Realty
Over 50 Years Experience

on the Peninsula

For all of your Real Estate
needs
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By Colleen Slater
KP News

Ralph Kingsbury, third generation Vaughn resident,
has lived a varied 83 years. A natural inventor, he often
applied his active mind to make jobs easier.

He loves recalling early days, including the eighth-
grade graduation trip to Olympia on the “Loren.” He sat
in the governor’s chair.

Ralph and brother Howard delivered the first local
paper route for the Tacoma News Tribune on their
bikes.

One day on the way home from school, Bus Buckell
showed him commercially sliced bread at Freeborn’s
store. Kingsbury carried the exciting news home to his
dad who said, “That’ll never last!”

Kingsbury bought a model T from “Grandpa Brones”
for $16. He was the only boy in high school who had a
car.

In 1937, Ralph and Howard had the wood contract for
Vaughn schools. They paid 25 cents per cord on the
stump, and were paid $3 per cord delivered and stacked.

Ralph’s father had a 1930 Essex Coupe with “suicide
doors” in his garage. Ralph contracted to buy it for $35,
milking the cow morning and night for $3 per month.

Warde Whitfield and he took the rear end apart, put
it together, and discovered low and reverse gears were
backward, so they had to redo it. The gas tank was vacu-
um, and they towed it up and down the cemetery hill
until it would run.

A graduate of Moller Barber College in Tacoma,
Kingsbury opened the first barbershop at Key Center.
Aldie Visell put in water to that side of the road for the
shop, and patronized it once a month for “a trim.”

A classmate asked Kingsbury  to barber in Hoquiam. A
non-union shop in Aberdeen was blown up, and some
union men encouraged him to join. His partner insisted
they could stay and keep watch, but Kingsbury opted out

and returned to Vaughn. By then, he was engaged to
Hazel Glasson.

He worked at Sound Mattress and Felt Co. in Tacoma,
attended night school and became a burner mechanic
at the shipyard in Bremerton. He carried shipyard work-
ers in his old Chevy truck at 50 cents a day. He pur-
chased two other trucks, hired drivers, and had a fleet of
three “Victory buses.” One is in Harold LeMay’s
Museum of Cars in Tacoma.

When Kingsbury knew he was about to be drafted,
Howard, a recruiting officer, told him, “I can get you
into the Navy if you sign up now.” Kingsbury signed up
and barbered during his tour of duty in the South
Pacific.

Kingsbury never paid rent in his 62 years of marriage.
After living in Tacoma, Longbranch, and Montana, the
couple settled in Vaughn. He invested in a sand and
gravel company with Don Visell. Both worked other
jobs, Kingsbury’s being  mail carrier. He picked up bags
in Gig Harbor, delivered to Olalla, Burley, Vaughn,
Lakebay and Longbranch, reversing the route in the
afternoon. He bought out Visell and ran Kingsbury
Readi-Mix until he retired.

For his 80th birthday, son Wayne turned Kingsbury’s
memories into a book. One is in the Key Peninsula
Historical Museum. Included are drawings and the
patent for one of his inventions.

Still using his inventive mind to create wooden items
in his shop with Hazel, Ralph Kingsbury appreciates his
varied life. “I wouldn’t want to move again,” he says.
“This is our home.”

Photo courtesy of Ralph Kingsbury
Ralph and Howard Kingsbury are hauling wood for
Vaughn schools in 1937.They bought a Model T for $9,
towed it home, dropped a good motor in, and by afternoon
had a load of wood.

From pioneer stock
Ralph Kingsbury
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OPEN TILL 8:00 ON WEEKDAYS 
TILL 9:00 FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

CLOSE AT 7:00 ON SUNDAY!

IN PURDY BEHIND KEY BANK NEXT TO THE LIQUOR STORE

Family Meal Deal!
Huge 4-Way Combo + 2 Liter Coke + Hot Wings

Only $18.99

MENTION MENTION MENTION MENTION MENTION THIS THIS THIS THIS THIS AD AD AD AD AD AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF AND RECEiVE 10% OFF ALLALLALLALLALL
SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL ANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRANIMAL PRODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAODUCTS DURING MAY!Y!Y!Y!Y!

BATHING SPECIAL!  (JUNE-SEPTEMBER)…TUE/THU/FRI/SAT $10 
DOG BATHS…WE PROVIDE THE SHAMPOO AND TOWELS…

YOU PROVIDE THE MUSCLE…NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

   Ten years ago, the dream of home ownership was beyond the
reach of most people. Today, with hundreds of options
available, buying a home has become a dream come true for
many people.
    We offer private consultation with a real estate broker and
residential mortgage loan officer, in our office or in your
home, with no cost or obligation to you. Please call for an
appointment. Evenings and weekend appointments available.

• We specialize in buyer representation •

Phone: (253) 857-2970
Toll Free: (877) 690-6888

5800 Soundview Drive
Ste. A104
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

chance at their own mini-spotlight.
Everyone is invited to show up at the
Civic Center Sept. 9 at 9 a.m. to say
“Welcome to my home town: Vaughn,
Home, Longbranch, Lakebay…etc.. Key
Peninsula.”

That’s certainly a mouthful but not as
challenging as squeezing all the local fla-
vor and the hundreds of stories into less
than 30 minutes of footage.

“What makes our show successful is
that we talk to so many people, and each
owns a piece of the town,” Wilhelm said.

On a recent morning in August,
Wilhelm met at the museum with various
local residents, firing questions, going
through names of people, asking to
“don’t tell me, show me.” As the list of
places to see and people to interview kept
growing, the upbeat and energetic
Wilhelm was talking logistics out loud: It’s
not easy to schedule dozens of stops and
interviews in two or so days when the film-
ing crews roll in.

While the stranger to the community
was working to absorb fast what makes
the Peninsula special, local residents,
even old timers, were learning them-

selves. After participating in the planning
and the brainstorming of the show, KP
Historical Society volunteer Leona Britt
said, “I am learning a lot about my home
town.”

The show will definitely feature many
local staples and must-sees and of course
some of the rich history. The Key
Peninsula News does not want to spoil the
show by giving out the stops or people
who will beam off the screen. Let’s just
say Wilhelm was well on her way in get-
ting the right flavor and discovering the
little gems that, if gone, would definitely
ange the spirit of the community.

(From Show, Page 1) Home Town Show
Come to the Civic Center Sept. 9 at 9

a.m. to show the world how friendly local
folks are, by being in a group shot to say
“Welcome to…..Key Peninsula.” The pro-
ducers need as many people as possible. 

The Key Peninsula’s spotlight lasts the
entire month of October. The same show
will be repeated on Comcast’s Channel 29
and 76  Mondays at 7 p.m., Wednesday
and Fridays at 6:30 p.m., Thursdays at 5
p.m., Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 10:30 p.m.

Dorothy Wilhelm
brainstorms
things to do,
places to see

on Key Pen — and
how to

make it all
logistically

possible — with local
resident Dale

Skrivanich.

Photo by 
Rodika Tollefson

People & Lifestyles



Editor’s note: This is part 2 in a series focus-
ing on the Key Peninsula’s community hubs
that are the heart and soul of local residents.
The Civic Center will be featured next month.

By Rodika Tollefson
KP News

More than 80 years ago, a group of
Longbranch residents formed an organiza-
tion to buy land for a school and an athlet-
ic field. Calling it the Longbranch
Improvement Club to fit its mission of “bet-
tering the community,” they set to pur-
chase 10 acres of land, clear it, build a con-
cession stand, then donate the 3-acre field
to the school district.

The district eventually bought more
property near the field, and built a gymna-
sium for its school — a unique, A-frame
building that came back to LIC when the
school closed in the 1940s, and became its
centerpiece.

“The building had a dirt floor,” recalls
50-year LIC member Marguerite Bussard, a
former student at the school. “A bunch of
people wanted to have dances, so they
went around to different clubs to find out
what they were like.”

It took a while to put in a floor, but once
they did, bi-weekly dances and an abun-
dance of food brought revelers in from all
sorts of places.

Through the years, the LIC has main-
tained its tradition of dances and
“improvement” of the community. The his-
toric building hosts local staple events such
as the Old Timers’ Day, salmon bakes,
school fund-raisers, and all sorts of parties,
meetings and celebrations, at no cost to
local nonprofits. 

Membership entitles Longbranch-area
residents to free moorage at the dock,

which also makes guest slips available to vis-
itors. 

But LIC, most often associated with the
building itself, is much more than a build-
ing or a “yacht club.” 

“The clubhouse is important to our iden-
tity and provides a focus, but I look at the
club more in terms of the people…accom-
plishing things together,” says President
Rich Hildahl. “We are about making things
better.”

Things like staying in touch with the
sheriff’s department when there are prob-
lems, or giving scholarships to schools, or
supporting fund-raisers and events “for get-
ting together and having a good time.”
Everyone involved can find an outlet for
his or her talents, from electrical work to
acting.

But the club is even more important,
Hildahl says, in people getting to know
each other and networking. He recalls his
boat getting away one summer while he
moved it away from the dock, and within
minutes people on the other side of the
bay making phone calls, getting their boats
and trying to catch it. “People look out for
each other, something that is lost nowa-
days,” he said.

The organization’s main source of funds
comes from the marina, a few dances that
are now traditional each year, and from
commercial renters. Being a member
means giving time, so   each boat owner
using the moorage needs to volunteer a
minimum amount of hours to help run
and maintain the dock.

“Our membership has grown a lot in the
last few years, and a lot of younger people
are coming in,” said the club’s Mary Mazur.

As those new people come in, so do new
ideas. Things are changing, though some
members feel they are not changing fast

enough.
For Bassard, who has given many long

hours in the club’s early days along with
her husband, Pete, the club is perhaps a bit
of a reflection of modern times: With tele-
vision and all sorts of other entertainment
available, the young generation has less
time to devote to volunteering. But, she
says, even as things are changing, they are
changing for the best.

And no matter how the club itself
evolves, the community can say one thing
for certain: The LIC has danced its way
into their hearts, and without the building
itself the Key Peninsula would be a very dif-
ferent landscape.
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Taught by a Counselor with 
27 years experience

$200 for 5-week class
Leave a message at 884-9318

Key Peninsula Lutheran
Key Peninsula Hwy & Lackey Road

September 14, 9:30 am
Sunday School Rally Day:

For All Ages

Schedule Beginning 9/21
Sunday School 9:15 am

Worship 10:30 am

Pastor Alan Marshall  253 884-3312

LLoonnggbbrraanncchh  IImmpprroovveemmeenntt  CClluubb  ddaanncceess  iittss  wwaayy  ttoo  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  hhuubb

Photo by Rodika Tollefson
The Longbranch Improvement Club hosts a variety of community events, including the
Old Timers’ Day. Debbie Dilley and Judy Glasco are having great laughs serving ham-
burgers and jokes at the Old Timers’ event, a fund-raiser for the KP Community Services.
Seen in the background are Hellen Saxer and Bill Onstad.

People & Lifestyles
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By Irene Torres
KP News

In memory of the Twin Trade Towers
disaster of 2001, there will be a special
“Jesus Is The Answer” Gospel Music
Concert at the Key Peninsula Civic
Center Sept. 11. Organizer Chere’
Stebbins says, “We wanted to do some-
thing different than the Community
Prayer Service we did last year. We just
didn’t think we could top that again so
we thought a concert was a good idea.”

There is no admission fee for the con-
cert; and everyone is welcome. There will
be praise music, story readings, and spe-
cial music from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., with
refreshments to follow. “This will be a
time for ‘remembrance’ as well as a time
to encourage each other to hang on to

Jesus,” Stebbins says.
Then, continuing every Friday and

Saturday night for five weeks, from Sept.
12 through Oct. 11, from 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the VFW Room at the Civic
Center, “Jesus Is The Answer” meetings
will continue. Corky Stebbins says the
purpose of these meetings is to “give peo-
ple encouragement.” “We have hope for
a future beyond what we read in the
headlines every day, with Jesus,” he says.
“There will be an open microphone for
poems, songs and words of praise and
special music. We want the community to
come, to feel welcome, and bring musical
instruments to share their special music
and songs.” 

There is no admission fee for any of the
meetings. For information, contact either
of the Stebbins at 253-474-7795.

Sept.11 Gospel Music Concert
offers remembrance, hope

Taste the flavor of fall at gala

Arts & Leisure

The Flavor of Fall party is almost here,
and the chef’s getting ready to cook up a
storm to go with the cruise ship theme.
Here’s a sample of the temptations:
apple Waldorf with caramelized pecans;
capers and herbed chicken breast with
brandied spinach stuffing; baked risotto
primavera with mushrooms, carrots and
peas; mixed greens with cranberries and
balsamic vinegar. An ice carving, just like
the ones seen on cruises, will add to the

atmosphere.
The list of auction items was at 50 and

growing, and includes everything from
personal care items to business services.
Donations are still being accepted, as are
volunteers to help organize and deco-
rate.

Tickets are going on sale in September
and disappear fast. To reserve, call
Sunnycrest Nursery at 884-3939 or stop
by the shop in Key Center.

Have a 
news tip?

Call 884-4699



Photo by Hugh McMillan 
Scott Russell, Ryan Russell and Mylia Miller get the Minter Elementary School mural ready for repainting.
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LISA A. BLOCK, D.M.D., M.S.
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN BOARD OF

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

4700 POINT FOSDICK DRIVE, SUITE 309, GIG HARBOR

PHONE • 253-858-8581  FAX • 253-858-2189

Back to
school basics
FFiirrsstt  ddaayy  ooff  sscchhooooll
Sept. 3

BBuuss  sscchheedduulleess  oonnlliinnee
http://psd.peninsula.wednet.edu
/school/busroutes

LLooccaall  sscchhoooollss  pphhoonnee  
nnuummbbeerrss
Evergreen Elementary: 884-3393

Minter Creek Elementary: 
851-4542

Vaughn Elementary: 884-5700

Key Peninsula Middle School:
884-4800

Peninsula High School: 857-3530

HALL Program (homeschooling)
858-5574

PSD headquarters
857-6171

BACK SCHOOLto
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Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing,Gently used clothing, shoes, shoes, shoes, shoes, shoes, je je je je jewelrywelrywelrywelrywelry,,,,, appliances, appliances, appliances, appliances, appliances, to to to to toys,ys,ys,ys,ys, books, books, books, books, books, linens, linens, linens, linens, linens,
knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks,knick-knacks, and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything y and just about anything you can think ofou can think ofou can think ofou can think ofou can think of

NEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DNEW MERCHANDISE IN SHOP DAILAILAILAILAILYYYYY.....

Open Open Open Open Open WWWWWednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturdayednesday through Saturday
10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 AM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PMAM to 4:00 PM

ANGEL GUILD
THRIFT SHOP

9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral9013 KPHN, Lakebay in the KC Corral

St. Vincent De Paul
Thrift Store & Assistance  Center

Hours:  Mon.- Sat. 9:30 -5:30

23632 State Highway 3
PO Box 1103

Belfair, Washington 98528
Phone: (360) 275-6199

Fax: (360) 275-0976
svdp-belfair@donobi.net

Please call to arrange for a pick-up of your tax-deductible household goods, cars or boats.

Helping People

By Irene Torres

Playing sports is good for kids. It keeps them
healthier, helps them develop teamwork skills,
improves their self-confidence, helps them
find things in common with others, and even
keeps some kids out of trouble.

Having a physical outlet helps the body be
more relaxed. Increasing oxygen to the brain
makes children more receptive to learning
and improves their attention span.

All athletes must be in proper physical con-
dition to play sports. A pre-season physical
examination will be required before school
sports participation. Kids must know and
respect the rules of the game. They must know
how to use athletic equipment; and use appro-
priate protective equipment, especially athlet-
ic supporters for males, which may reduce the
incidence of injury.  

A good warm-up, stretching or light jogging

in place can prevent muscle strains by making
the body tissues more flexible. A cool-down
period will loosen muscles that tighten during
exercise. Athletes should avoid playing when
in pain. Proper hydration during play is
always necessary.

Protecting kids from sports injuries 
Statistics from the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention from 1997 to 1999
bear repeating: About 7 million sports-related
injuries require medical attention annually.

Basketball is the leading sport requiring sur-
gical correction of injuries, according to the
American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons.
This is especially true of girls’ knees and ankle
injuries. Play with eye protection, elbow and
kneepads, mouth guard, and proper shoes.

Strength training and aerobic exercise to
develop strength and endurance of heart and
lungs are recommended to prevent basketball
injuries, which occur at the rate of 1 million
every year.

Football is the No. 1 cause of boys’ sporting
injuries. Appropriate gear includes helmet,
mouth guard, shoulder pads, chest/rib pads,
forearm, elbow and thigh pads; shin guards;
and proper shoes. Prevention of injuries can
be enhanced by safety equipment, warm-up
exercises, proper coaching and conditioning.

Soccer injuries can be prevented by proper
training in “heading” the ball (using the head
to strike or make a play). Shin guards and
cleats are required for playing soccer safely.

Baseball is best played with a batting hel-
met, shin guards, elbow guards, mouth guard,
cleats, hat, and breakaway bases to reduce
impact injuries. Proper muscle conditioning
and warm-up exercises are always recom-
mended to reduce strain and sprain injuries.

Gymnastics injuries are commonly sprains
and strains of soft tissues. Safety equipment
includes joint supports) and safety harness.
Always warm up and maintain proper body
condition. Essential Track and Field equip-
ment includes proper shoes and sunscreen.

Children involved in organized sporting
programs in schools, community clubs and
recreation areas should be supervised by
adults  trained in preventing, recognizing and
caring for athletic injuries immediately. 

Tips for avoiding sports-related injuries

IImmmmuunniizzaattiioonn
sscchheedduullee

State law requires all chil-
dren to have current immu-
nizations before attending
schools. If your child has
not been immunized, he or
she may not be allowed to
attend. Some exemptions
are allowed based on physi-
cian recommendation or
religious belief—ask your
school for details.

The following immuniza-
tions are needed for kinder-
garten through fifth grade:

• 4 dozes DTP/DtaP with
the last doze on/after 4th
birthday

• 3 dozes Polio with the
last doze on/after  4th
birthday

• 2 dozes MMR with 1st
given on/after 1st birthday
and 2nd one month or more
later

• 3 dozes Hepatitis B
For a schedule of free

immunizations mobile-clinics
or free sites in Pierce
County, see ww.tpchd.org/
cdc/immuncalendar.htm or
call the Health Department
at 798-6500.

Playing it safe in the heat is cool
• Recognize the dangers of playing in the heat
• Respond quickly if heat-related injuries occur
• Schedule regular fluid breaks during practice and games
• Drinking water is the best choice; others include fruit juices and sports drinks
• Kids need to drink 8 ounces of fluid every 20 minutes, plus more after playing
• Make player substitutions more frequently in the heat
• Wear light-colored, “breathable” clothing, and wide-brimmed hats
• Use misting water sprays on the body to keep cool.

Adapted from Medical Economics with permission by Patient Care Magazine

Photo by Rodika Tollefson

Remember the “R.I.C.E.” treatment for
soft tissue sprains, strains, or bone injury:

Rest: Reduce weight-bearing or stop using
the injured area for 48 hours

Ice: Apply a cold (ice) pack on the injured
area for 20 minutes at a time, 4 to 8 times a
day

Compression: Elastic bandage wraps, spe-
cial boots or splints may reduce swelling of
knee, ankle or wrist injuries

Elevation: Use a pillow to elevate an
injured limb, which should be kept above the
level of the heart.

Source: National Institutes of Health,
Department of Health and Human Services



Back to SchoolSeptember 2003 17

��������	
������	�����������

��������	�


����

�����������	���	���

Does your carpet cleaner 
make you feel like the 

most special person on earth?
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Tacoma/Pierce County Toll Free Kitsap County 
253-581-5533 1-888-851-5533 360-692-5533

Cuts
Perms
Foils

Professional Hair
Care Products

Tanning
Acrylic Nails

Manicure
Pedicures
Waxing

9401 State Rt. 302
Gig Harbor, WA 98329

Andrea Davies (Owner)
Hollie Hutton

A full service Family Salon. Quality at an affordable price.
Open 7 days a week. Mondays by appointment.

253-857-3994

PENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGNPENINSULA HAIR DESIGN

Tuesday – Friday 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Monday & Saturday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

WALK-INS WELCOME
11816 SR 302 • (253) 851-0009 (Next to Ravensara)

Salon Cuts, Perms, Colors, Foils, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Acrylic Nails, Consignment Clothing, 
Arts and Crafts from local and Northwest Artists
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YMCA program brings on-site daycare
By Rodika Tollefson

Following interest surveys at most of
the Peninsula School District elementary
schools, the YMCA has found enough
interest to offer before and after school
care at schools including Vaughn and
Minter. Those programs will open in
September on a month to month basis
and continue throughout the year as
long as there is enough enrollment to
support them.

At Evergreen Elementary, a needs sur-
vey is in the works for the second week of
school. As the program is different at
each school depending on its needs, the
survey will be tailored specifically to
Evergreen.

“We’re working together with the
YMCA to create a relationship and, if the
need is there, to fill it,” said Principal
Jacque Crisman.

The reason the survey was not con-
ducted in spring was because the After
OURS’ program  was successful and
going strong and the district did not
want to “compromise it.” But even with

After OURS’ coming back this year—
with a reduced scope due to funding—
there may still be room for the Y. And
that is what the survey intends to find
out.

“The Y has programs that operate just
in the morning or just in the afternoon,

or both,” said YMCA Child Care/Day
Camp Director Kim Bauer. “It depends
on the needs of each community, the
school and the programs that are already
in place.”

Should the survey show enough inter-
est for Evergreen, the YMCA will begin
an extensive licensing process with the
state that takes about three months.
Each site is licensed individually. 

But just because a program is
launched at any of the schools, it doesn’t
mean it’s set in stone: A minimum num-
ber of students must be enrolled each
month to keep it going. “If not enough
people enroll, the program can still be
cancelled,” Bauer said, adding that
January would be a realistic timeline for
opening should be program come
through.

The Y and PSD representatives say the
two programs are not exclusive of each
other and they will work together to offer
a rounded before or after school experi-
ence for the students.

“The goal is to keep the kids safe and
fill the community’s need,” Crisman said.

YMCA Program 
highlights

Students can enroll either for one to
two days or three to five, morning,
afternoon or both. Tuition must be paid
for each month in advance. 

Vacation camps are also available. 
Morning hours are 6:30 a.m. to 9

a.m. and afternoon hours are 3 p.m. to
6:30 p.m.  

Extended care will be available during
school breaks excluding holidays.

For information, call 405-1774 or
ask your school.

The Evergreen needs survey will be
distributed in mid-September.

Save money –and trees—by using a
lunchbox instead of disposable
lunch bags. You can buy one for as
little as $12-20 that will last a long
time, and kids will have fun choosing
one with their favorite characters.

Buy lunch items in bulk, and
you’ll avoid extra garbage by having
less packaging.

Look for notebooks made out of
recycled paper. We could save 85
million tons of paper each year by
using recycled products!

Reuse paper grocery bags by having
your kids decorate them and using
them as book covers. They can even
design their own covers to match the
book’s subject—possibilities are only
limited by their imagination.

Try reusable drink containers
instead of plastic ones: You’ll save a
lot of garbage and money too.

TTiippss  ffoorr  aann  
eennvviirroonnmmeennttaallllyy
ffrriieennddllyy    yyeeaarr
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(Formerly Black Forest Automotive)

15317 KPN Hwy,
Gig Harbor
(253) 884-3431

Expanded inventory of automotive and truck parts.
Also stocking performance parts and accessories.

Located in Downtown Key Center

Complete Automotive Service
• Foreign & Domestic
• Custom Exhausts
• Tires

(253) 884-3307

By Irene Torres

Kids who know they’ve stopped relying
on their parents as much as they once did
may be ready to stay home alone after
school. They may have a feeling of “grow-
ing up.” But, in this era of Amber Alerts,
sexual predators, child abductions and
endangerment, the decision to leave chil-
dren alone after school has become com-
plicated.

Fewer childcare facilities for adoles-
cents are available. Costs are increasing.
Middle schoolers may begin to express a
need for the same independence as their
peers enjoy. Although some children
under the age of 13 may not recognize
risks of danger, no laws establish a legal
minimum age because children vary in
their rate of maturity. The decision rests
with parents, who are ultimately responsi-
ble. 

Every year, millions want to know: How
can we know when our child is ready to

be left without supervision?
Observe behavior: Do they finish their

chores? Do they complete their home-
work? Can they remember everything
parents tell them? Do they need constant
reminders?

Know their teachers and their friends’
parents: How does the child behave and
interact with others outside the home?

Give clear safety instructions: Set
guidelines on whether and how to use
the range; to answer the phone, the door.
Invest in computer programs to block
inappropriate Internet access, and get
caller ID.

Alone after school: 
Ideas for parents of “latchkey” kids

Interesting fact

Nearly 7 million children of school
age are left alone at home.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Rules for parents
According to the National Safe Kids Campaign, these steps can protect a child left

at home alone:
• Place all emergency phone numbers (doctor, hospital, police, fire department,

poison control center) and the number of a friend or neighbor near all phones.
•  Teach the child to recognize electrical hazards and how to avoid injuries from

them.
•  Plan and practice two escape routes from each room in your home and make

sure smoke alarms are working.
•  Reinforce use of safety equipment while skating, skateboarding or bicycling (if

those activities are permitted).
•  Make sure the child knows where to find and how to use a first aid kit.
•  Prepare a snack ahead of time—select an item that requires no heating.
•  Leave contact information so the child knows where you’ll be and when you will

be home.
•  Leave your cellular phone number.

By Rodika Tollefson

With summer coming to an end, par-
ents often hear the same question: “Are
you glad school is starting soon?”
At first thought it may seem that having
the kids in school all day is a blessing for
parents, who can now divert their atten-
tion elsewhere, run errands by them-
selves or indulge in some peace and
quiet. 

But with vacation gone, so is time
spent together—day after day, home-
work after homework, the year will go
by so fast and you’ll see your children so
little that you’d be having a tough time
catching up with their lives.

Here are a few tips for sneaking in
family time, even if all you do together
is “nothing.”

• Designate Friday or Saturday
evening as family time. No matter how
much you’re tempted to have a night
out with your partner or catch up on
housework, schedule it in like any other
appointment — and keep it. Plan ahead
or be spontaneous, go to a new place
each time or just order pizza and crash
on the couch with a family movie — as
long as you have laughs and good time
one way or another. 

• “Do homework” together. Even if
you just sit next to your child reading a
book, working on budget or writing a
letter, do it next to your child’s home-
work area so you can answer questions,
help if needed, or simply let him or her
know you care and you want to be
involved. If you have computer work to

do, build a little
workspace next
to you and
invite your
child over
instead.

• Spend
time every
morning before
school and as
soon as you see
each other in the afternoon or
evening talking about school—even if
just a few minutes and about things that
don’t seem important to you. Kids want
to be heard and feel important, and
sharing their day with you gives them
that chance.

• Keep them involved in family activi-
ties. You may be able to go shopping
now while the kids are in school or soc-
cer practice — but taking them along
once in a while will keep them feel
involved. You can even have an
impromptu lunch out, or get an ice
cream cone on the way back, or sit on a
bench for a few moments and do noth-
ing but chat. It’s the little things that
count.

• Keep in mind that to your children,
school is work. Just like you may be
grumpy and stressed when coming
home from your job, kids may have had
a rough test or may be frustrated from a
school incident. Give them a chance to
have some space even if it’s the only
opportunity you’ll have to spend time
with them — but do talk it out when
ready.

5 ideas for hanging on
to family time during
busy school schedules

SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!!!

Peninsula Market will donate
1% of each receipt value 

to benefit 
the KEY PENINSULA CIVIC CENTER. 

Bring them to the Center or mail to P.O. Box 82, 
Vaughn WA 98394
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Expires September 30, 2003

Editor’s note:
This is the last part of a series featuring 10

Key Peninsula trails. If you’d like to find out
more about Fern Lake/Lake Koeneman, Rocky
Creek Conservation Area, Horseshoe Lake DNR
Property, Purdy Spit County Park, Key Center
DNR Property, Dutcher Cove State Park, and
Maple Hollow DNR Property, please read the
previous two issues of Key Peninsula News. 

As always, the Key Peninsula News encour-
ages you to be safe and  let someone know about
your hiking plans.

The directions given can easily be misin-
terpreted. Please rely on yourselves to
explore and not the descriptions below.
Be sure to take food, water, and other sur-
vival essentials on your walk. Wear sensi-
ble and sturdy footwear that is well broken
in.

8) Penrose State Park (day use fee
applies): This circuit of pedestrian-only
trails begins and ends in the day use area
at the end of 158th Avenue off Delano

Road near Lakebay.
From the beach area,
take the main trail
toward Penrose
Point. Explore the
first loop with a left
turn that passes the
shell lagoon and an
eagle’s nest before
returning to the
main trail, a short
distance from its end
near the point.
Another loop to the
right returns to the

day area by following
the shoreline and climbing up and over a
large hill past the water tower and ranger’s
house. A separate trail loop goes from the
day use area to the boat moorage and
campground by following the shoreline
left from the beach.

9) The Linds’ Property: This is the only
private land included on the Top 10 list,
because someday it will likely be a public
park. Bob and Nancy Lind have been piv-

otal in helping develop many of the parks
on the Key Peninsula. Call them first
(884-3347) for permission to walk on their
property at the end of Eight Street near
the new Home Park. Begin by walking
toward the well-signed Home Cemetery.
Explore the remaining gravesites and sur-
rounding plots. Continue on the main
pedestrian only trail as it traces a giant fig-
ure 8 back to the point where you began.
Avoid the trail across the middle of the 8;
it is muddy in wet weather.

10) Joemma Beach State Park (day use
fee applies): Although there are few trails
in this park, the beach walk is one of the
best around. Find it at the end of Bay
Road off of Whiteman Road. Walk the
beach in either direction from the wharf.
Please respect private property and do not
trespass on the sandy beach to the north of
the park boundary.

Other short trails exist near the KP
Sports Center (Volunteer Park), around
Heron Bay, and to Devil’s Head. If you
have some property with trails that you
would like to be included in the trails sys-

tem being development linking the top
trails like pearls on a necklace from head
to toe on the Key Peninsula, contact the
KP Trails Committee. Most of these trails
are built and maintained by volunteer
labor.

Simon Priest is a member of the KP Trails
Committee. To find out more, see
www.keypen.org or email info@keypen.org.

Top 10 Key Peninsula trails

On the trail
WITH SIMON PRIEST
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FREE!
PRICE ANALYSIS

Trying to sell your home but don’t know how much to ask? Call us today. 
We’ll prepare a complete Price Analysis for you at no cost.
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Serving All Your Real Estate Needs

On The Key Peninsula
BOB & BREEZI

253-732-8970bobandbreezi@harbornet.com

By Nancy Lind, Commissioner

The third annual Key Peninsula
Community Fair on Aug. 15 through 17
was for the most part a very good fair. The
wind blew very hard all day on Friday and
tents were walking all over the place. Folks
were coming to the rescue every time a
gust came through. It was an unexpected
weather pattern and caught several of us
unprepared. Saturday and Sunday were
beautiful days, everyone looked happy,
plenty of food was served and the rides
were very busy.

On Sept. 1 Fred Ramsdell is retiring as
commissioner from the KPPRD board. He
has been involved with the KP Sports
Center since its inception, clearing the
land, getting fields ready, helping with
events and serving on the board since
1998. He is leaving the board but will not
be leaving the park. Fred and this park dis-
trict are symbiotic and his heart and soul
are delight in seeing the numbers of happy
people enjoying a park experience. He
would like to continue on as a “consultant”
and valued “third or fourth hand” when
available but has other plans now for his

retirement, such as spending more time
with his grandkids and being free to travel
anytime, anywhere with his wife, Mary. He
will be missed on the board very much and
we all thank him for all he has done for so
many years.

Anyone wishing to fill Fred Ramsdell’s
unexpired term (2 years and 4 months)
please send a resume to KPPRD, P.O. Box
46, Vaughn, WA  98394. The selection of a
replacement will take place at the KP
Sports Center Annex, 7 p.m., at one of the
September meetings on the second and
fourth Mondays.

Just before July 4 at Rocky Creek
Conservation Area, the picnic table built
by Bill Macarras’ Boy Scout Troop was sep-
arated from the security blocks and moved
to the center of the trail head site where a
fire was built using a couple of railings
from the cedar fence. We cleaned it up and
before we got the table re-secured, it was
taken apart and stolen by someone who
took down the fence to get it out. They
don’t have the seats because they were in
the bushes, waiting for the next haul. This
is a big loss and very sad. That table was a
real asset to the park and we miss it.

If anyone knows of anyone who has a
wooden picnic table without matching
plank seats, please call Nancy Lind at 884-
3347. If we can get it back and reinstall it,
we will call it square, no questions asked.

The KPPRD is asking for voter support
Sept. 16 for its maintenance and opera-
tions levy that would pay for much needed
improvements and help us keep the parks
maintained. The district has been spend-
ing its funds frugally and has stretched the
last three-year levy over five years.

News from the Key Pen Recreation District
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“Discover a Great Place to Shop”

Nimrick’s
Furnishings

Old & New
3914 Key Peninsula HWY North 

in Key Center

(253) 884-3717
Treasures in Your Own Neighborhood!

To submit your news,
email us at

keypennews@yahoo.com,
fax to 884-4053,

or mail to PO Box 3, Vaughn
WA 98394

by Sept. 17 for the next
month’s deadline

KAYAK RENTALS!
Hourly & Daily Rates *

Lessons & Tours
Can accommodate small

or larger groups. 
SEPTEMBER SPECIAL! 
Present this coupon to

receive 50% DISCOUNT
on renting a 2nd kayak, 

same day! Triple and 
single models available! 

(253) 884-5166
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We’ll Take Care of You!

• Diabetes and respiratory care supplies

• Prescriptions and over-the-
counter medications

• Wheelchairs, crutches and walkers

• Breast pumps—electric and manual

Plus a full range of healthcare products
and adaptive equipment.

For blood sugar monitoring
and bronchitis, we have what 
you need.

Most insurance plans and major credit/debit 
cards accepted.

4700 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
(800)537-1393
(253)858-9941
A Medicare & Tricare Partner
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Dust off your dancing shoes, grab a
partner—or come as is—and join in a
lively dance with Fred Schactler band at
the Civic Center Sept. 13. Doug Henry of
In Step Dance will help anyone wishing to
warm up with free dance lessons at 7:30
p.m. The dance is from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

No outside alcohol will be allowed.
Tickets are $12 i advance available at the
Civic Center and the Sunnycrest Nursery,
or $15 at the door.

The dance is one of a series of fund-
raising events staged by the Civic Center
to help pay for increased insurance costs.

For details, call 884-3456.

Civic Center
invites you to
dance off
some energy

Fred Schactler and Melody Funk.

HAVE A STORY TIP?
CALL US AT 884-4699!



By L. Brudvik Lindner

This has been a busy month for your
local arts organization, Two Waters Arts
Alliance (TWAA).
We bid adieu to our
successful summer
programs and greet
our fall schedule
with much enthusi-
asm. The summer
schedule ended with
two very successful
and highly attended
classes: “Paint a Glass
of White Wine” with
instructor Ty Cline,
and a “Sumi Painting Workshop” with
instructor Reni Moriarity. Both painting
experiences were hosted by TWAA artist
Beverly Pedersen in her creative, energetic
art studio, The Art Barn, located just out-
side of Key Center.  

Upcoming fall program details are listed
in the TWAA advertisement in this issue of
the KPNews. “The Genuine ARTicle” high-
lights three fall TWAA activities: the

Acoustic Jam Session, organized by Karen
Hale; Chinese Brush Painting, with instruc-
tor Laura Mosley, and Writing Without
Teachers, facilitated by Rodika Tollefson
and supported by Friends of the Library.

Karen Hale is a two-year Key Peninsula
resident and a four-year guitar player who
has just begun recording her own music.
Her hope for the bi-weekly “ear-friendly”
acoustic jam sessions is to build our musi-
cal community by creating an opportunity
to jam. Whether you are new to music or
an old hat, whether you play guitar, bass,
drums, you name it, join Karen in making
music on center stage at the Key Peninsula
Civic Center; call Karen at 858-8623 for
details.

Laura Mosley brings 10 years of study
and 20 years of passion for the art of
Chinese brush painting to the Peninsula.
She trained with Dr. Ning Yeh, a third-gen-
eration Chinese brush painter from
Taiwan. Laura is a classical Chinese brush
painter; she teaches using traditional col-
ors and images. Laura is of the artistic
opinion that painting with the Chinese
brush is like a meditation. She explains,

“One slowly learns from the Chinese brush
how to paint images through expressive
strokes on to fine rice paper.”  Call Laura
with questions at 884-1081.

Writing Without Teachers, a free writing
workshop, is geared toward the beginner
as well as the experienced writer.
Facilitated by Rodika Tollefson and sup-
ported by Friends of the Library, this
course will follow the writing methods of
group reading and peer critiquing out-
lined in Peter Elbow’s book, “Writing
Without Teachers.” Rodika is a free-lance
writer whose non-fiction and journalistic
work has been published in numerous
magazines, newspapers and newsletters.
Friends of the Library is supporting eager
writers in our community by generously
donating the meeting space along with
other needed materials. Thank you
Friends of the Library!

Other TWAA highlights:
The Longbranch Players production of

“Sylvia” Sept. 19, 20, 26 and 27 will bring
four Key Peninsula artists to the lobby of
the Longbranch Improvement Club for an
exhibit of diverse artistic talent. The exhib-
it will include: Kurt Solmssen, acclaimed
oil painter; Chris Bronstad, charcoal por-
trait artist; Reni Moriarty, Sumi painter and
Beverly Pedersen, oil, water, silk and acrylic
artist. TWAA will assist with set building as
well. This is a great example of community
spirit in the arts — TWAA and LIC togeth-
er supporting local artists from painters to
actors.  

Recognizing another example of com-
munity spirit — considerable appreciation
is in order. In July The Angel Guild gifted
TWAA $3,000 to be used for scholarships,
artist exhibits and program building. The
Angel Guild funds will help to support
artists and students involved in TWAA pro-
grams and events.  Thank you Angel Guild!

Last but not least a few TWAA odds and
ends: The Key Peninsula Fair granted
TWAA the opportunity to garner support
for our “in progress” “Artists in Schools”
program. A well signed signature petition
endorsed support for TWAA to bring sup-
plemental art programs into Key Peninsula
schools.  

TWAA is working on getting our first
Web page up by the end of September as
well as donating two gift certificates —
Sumi painting courses  — to the Flavor of
Fall.  The Art Barn participates in the Gig
Harbor/Key Peninsula Open Studio Tour
featuring TWAA artist, Beverly Pedersen,
along with multi-media artist Ann
Stockdale, Sept. 20 & 21; call 884-2149 for
information. 

And, lastly, to reserve your space in our
fall programs or to contribute to making
art history on our Key Peninsula, please
call 884-3456. Scholarships and family dis-
counts are available for most classes.
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BESTM**972BH
WAINS 2340

Bill Macumber
Owner

BEST MAINTENANCE
Your General Contractor for One Stop Construction Services

(253) 884-0802 • (253) 377-7487 Cell
Complete Site Prep for Mobile/Mfg. Homes • Seamless Gutter Systems


#'�&���� ����()�*��&��
+#$�������(�%

���$&�%%�,�����%���-��.
�##.��!%��$%

��$��%

���������	
��

�
�

��

�	
������

�������	

������	���

��������	���

 ���	

!���"�����

#$�%�&'$

(&$�)���

��
���	

Two Waters Arts Alliance is a current of events

The Genuine
ARTicle

Photo courtesy of TWAA
Margo Macdonald paints a glass of wine
at the Art Barn during a summer class.



By Mary Mazur
Special to KP News

The popular comedy “Sylvia” being
staged in dinner theater performances by
Longbranch Players in September is an
artistic event eagerly anticipated on the
Key Peninsula. The play, by A.R. Gurney,
to be presented on the Longbranch
Improvement Club stag has been said by
theater-goers to be “the funniest comedy
we have ever seen.” With a biting wit, the
play concerns the complications that
ensue when Greg, a successful business-
man in his 40s, picks up a stray dog,
Sylvia, and makes her the center of his
life, much to the displeasure of his wife,
Kate.  

Sylvia, played by a young woman, Kim
Gebhardt, has all of the amusing charac-
teristics of a dog in love with its master.
Greg, the businessman who has adopted
and bonded with the dog, is played by
David Starkweather. Kate, his wife, a
woman with some definite ideas about
how she expects her life to go, is played

by Diane Gressley, David’s real-life wife. 
In a comic turnaround, the playwright

A.R. Gurney called for casting of some of
the parts with actors of the opposite sex
from the character they play. Director
Jerri Lee Young has also chosen to cross-
cast two of the parts. Phyllis, Kate’s
friend, is played by veteran Key Peninsula

actor Bret Nebel and Tom, who knows
Greg, is played by Penny Clapp, well
known in Tacoma Little Theater. The
marriage counselor Leslie, acted by
Carolyn Wiley, sets out to help the couple
repair the marriage strained by Sylvia the
dog.
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‘Sylvia’ brings laughs, talent to LIC
Evening details

The play will be performed on the
Improvement Club stage on four
evenings of dinner theater Fridays,
Sept. 19 and 26, and Saturdays, Sept.
20 and 27. The Club is located at
4312 Key Peninsula Highway South. 

Tickets, $35, can be purchased by
phoning Mary Mazur at 253-884-1061
or at the Sunnycrest Nursery or the
Longbranch Marina. A special rate is
available for tables of eight. Tickets are
advance sale only.  Proceeds from the
performances will be devoted to the
maintenance and rehabilitation of the
historic building owned and operated
by the Improvement Club as a center
for the Longbranch and Key Peninsula
community.  The building of unique con-
struction built in 1938-39 is reportedly
the largest A frame-type in the United
States. It was placed on the National
Historic Register in 1987. (See related
story on page 13)

Each evening will open at 5:45 with a
cash cocktail bar and a Gallery Show
sponsored by  the Two Waters Arts
Alliance. Works of some of the most
prominent Key Peninsula artists will be
shown. Dinner will be served at 6:30 in
the large, atmospheric hall of the club,
followed by the stage performance.

Penny Clapp, David
Starkweather, Kim
Gebhardt, Diane
Gressley and Carol
Wiley rehearse for
“Sylvia.” Not pic-
tured is actor Bret
Nebel, who plays
“Phyllis.”

Photo courtesy of  
Jo Sturm

Call Karl at 884-5166 to 
advertise your business and
show your support for the 

Key Peninsula!



By Deborah Hoffman
KP News

The first Key Peninsula Kayak Symposium held July 26
at Penrose State Park was attended by about 50 people
from as far away as Seattle and Silverdale who were inter-
ested in running sections of the new Key Peninsula
marine trail. Many campers, families and local kayakers
participated in individualized lessons provided by
experts in paddle sports.

“Paddle sports are a low-impact way of exploring the
waterways of the Pacific Northwest that are life enhanc-
ing and naturally sensitive to the environment,” said
Caril Ridley, who coordinated the symposium. Ridley is
an Olympic-trained white water slalom expert with over
30 years of experience in kayaking.  

The free event was organized with the support of the
Key Peninsula Trails System (KPTS) committee in order
to encourage people of any age to try their hand at this
sport in a safe, supervised environment.

“One of our goals is to make more resources available

to the citizens of the Key Peninsula,” Ridley said.
The first part of the afternoon was spent learning and

practicing kayaking skills near the shore at Penrose State
Park. During the second part of the afternoon and early
evening, participants paddled a seven-mile stretch of
marine trail. Beginning at the boat launch south of

Longbranch kayakers traveled north through Pit Passage
and past McNeil Island and back to Penrose State Park.  

The marine trail is just one of the projects underway
through the Key Peninsula Trails System. It is part of a
larger vision being developed by the members of
KPTS with support from the Key Peninsula Parks and
Recreation District (KPPRD) to create a trail system
that will link the Key Peninsula with the rest of
Washington State.

Through networking and advertising, Ridley hopes
this will be an annual event on the peninsula. The sym-
posium was also supported and sponsored by the
Washington Mountaineers and the Washington Kayak
Club. Outdoor Pursuits in Tacoma and Camp Seymour
donated the use of 12 kayaks.  

A book titled “Kayaking Around the Key Peninsula,”
co-authored by Ridley and Simon Priest of KPTS, maps
out the waterways around the Key Peninsula and current
docking locations that define the KP Marine Trail. It is
due out at the end of this year and will be available
through the KPTS Web site  at www.keypen.org.
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Kayak Symposium brings peddlers to Key Pen

By Deborah Hoffman
KP News

Since I’m an adventurer at heart, I’m
always willing to try something new. I
finally had a go at kayaking this July at
the kayak symposium on the Key
Peninsula. It was my first time. And I
loved it. Despite a little adventure on an
unknown beach.

I’ve been a swimmer my entire life but
was still a little apprehensive at first.
Sitting in a little boat in the middle of
Puget Sound seemed rather confining. I
could envision myself losing control,
tipping the boat over and not being able

to get out of it. In reality my fears disap-
peared as soon as I was on the water,
allowed myself to relax and got a feel for
the boat and how it moved. 

With a little instruction from a few
good teachers I soon learned how to
hold the paddle efficiently while using
my body to control the boat. I found
that paddling was much easier in a
kayak than another small watercraft
because I was sitting lower in the water
and closer to the center of gravity. This
gave me a sense of being one with the
water.  A great feeling!  The boat was
lighter and easier to control than it
looked from standing on dry land. 

Since it didn’t take me long to get my
sea legs, I decided to try the seven-mile
trip through Pit Passage with the others,
but soon realized that it was a bit too
long for my first time out. Although I
was thoroughly immersed in the intoxi-
cating experience of being out in the
open water surrounded by lush exotic
beauty and wildlife swimming around
me, my low back began to act up. Then
I remembered lesson No. 1 — be com-
fortable with the equipment. There
were moments that I would have loved
to free myself from the cumbersome
weight of the boat and just jump in the
water and swim, but I realized that this
was my mind speaking the soul of a
swimmer.  I also realized how impatient
I had become in our fast-paced world.
Soon I settled down and paced myself.  

To make a long story short, I only fin-

ished half the trip. My comrades left me
on a beautiful sandy beach half way to
our destination. So I figured, great, I’ll
just rest my back and relax on the
beach. By the time they drove back
around to get me, I got to know the
locals — a bunch of teens with their
music, a few nice gentlemen who car-
ried my kayak out to the main road, and
a family celebrating a new housewarm-
ing who invited me in for wine. Nice
folks on this Key Peninsula. 

A few words of advice from lessons
learned. Listen to the experts. Check
out the equipment that best suits your
body. Practice short trips near shore to
build up your confidence and
endurance. And most importantly —
always indulge in water sports with a
partner.

Photo courtesy of Caril Ridley
Caril Ridley approaching Pit Passage near Filucy Bay dur-
ing the July symposium.

First Time Kayaking

Discover Our “Personal” Touch For Pain

Auto Accidents
Personal & Work Injuries
Serving the Key Peninsula

We Are Open 24/7 For
Emergencies. We’re Here

When You Need Us Anytime,

Dr. Robert B. Campbell, D.C.
5110 Lackey Rd. KPN, Vaughn, WA

Call Today 884-2144  For A Free Preliminary Exam and Free Massage for all new patients.
Christy G. Campbell, LMP Specialty in Injury Treatment, Myofascial Release, Swedish Relaxation,

Trigger Point Therapy, Deep Tissue Massage
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Photos by Hugh McMillan and Rodika Tollefson
Clowns, antiques displays, vendors, food, games, music, loggers — all abounded at the Longbranch Improvement Club on Old Timers’ Day, organized by the Key Peninsula Community
Services as an annual fund-raiser. Even Pierce County Councilman Terry Lee and Gig Harbor Mayor Gretchen Wilbert dropped in to judge the Country Store entries.The mayor hung
around enjoying the festivities and even indulged in some clogging (top right).

FFuunn--ffiilllleedd  ssuummmmeerr  mmoonntthhss

Her Majesty came
by the Renaissance
Faire,
enjoying great
attention, as any
royalty should.

All sorts of interesting characters
roamed about the Faire in bright,
intricate period costumes.

Photos by Karl
Anderson

Photos by Hugh McMillan

Taking a little break at the Key Peninsula
Community Fair, “Mr. Gorilla” (left)
adjusted his scary mask.
Below, multi-talented entertainer Linda
Severt shows off one of her acts.
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TERRY LEE
Councilmember, District No. 7

930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 1046
Tacoma, Washington 98402-2176
tlee1@co.pierce.wa.us

(253) 798-6654
(800) 992-2456

FAX (253) 798-7509
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Worship times: Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Vacation Bible School
Aug. 11-22 • Grades K-6

2406 McEwan Rd. KPN
Home, WA

884-4854
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Vacation & Event Planning
Itinerary Development

(253) 884-5608
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Imade a dive in Jackson Lake at
noon on Friday, June 20, and
was very surprised at what I
found. Following an underwater

navigation exercise I conducted for two
of my students, the three of us proceed-
ed on the surface to the center of the
lake with the scooters and planned to
descend, take bottom depth readings,
and resurface.

As we descended with lights on, it
became increasingly dark at 10 feet, and
we reached the bottom at 25 feet. What
surprised me the most was the extreme
difference in the water temperature at
the bottom compared to the surface.
The top 10 feet was 64 degrees
Fahrenheit and the bottom was a chilly
49! Yes, 15 degrees difference in only 25
feet of water!

The bottom was amazingly clear,
probably 15 to 20 foot visibility, but

once the decomposed algae on the bot-
tom was disturbed in the slightest, we
would find ourselves engulfed in yellow-
ish-brown clouds. Then as I looked
upward toward the surface I had yet
another surprise. The surface looked
blood red, as if we were looking up at
some incredible volcanic activity going
on above us. The reason for this visual
phenomenon was due to a combination
of the tannic acid and suspended algae
in the water.

Beer and soda cans and bottles lie
strewn everywhere on the bottom, with
hundreds more buried deeper and out
of view in the soft silt. Closer to shore I
was surprised that there is an abun-
dance of plant life on the bottom and I
am happy to report that I saw no milfoil.

Water lilies (actually a related species
called Spatterdock) give plenty of cover
on either side for fish, and although I
saw none during the dive I am told
there are some good-sized trout and
bass living here.

While Jackson Lake is the deepest I
have found on the Peninsula so far, I
think the one I will dive next may very
well turn out to be the deepest of all. I’ll
keep you posted!

Aquatically yours,
Karl Anderson

Diving Jackson Lake:
A real surprise

Photo by Hugh McMillan
Some 30 members and spouses of Citizens Against Crime and its Citizens’ Patrol

gathered at the home of the organization’s founding father, Hugh McMillan, and his
wife, Jan, to celebrate CAC’s 15th anniversary and the Patrol’s fourth or sixth
anniversary—no one was sure.
In the winter of 1987-88, three youngsters smashed windows in a number of Peninsula

School District buses at the Purdy parking area and then proceeded to lay waste a
room full of computers at the Key Peninsula Middle School. McMillan said, “I got a
call from Rhys Wood, who said, ‘Let’s bring a class action suit against the parents of
those kids.’ Mysteriously, within the hour, Channel 4, KOMO, called seeking an interview.
It played that evening and with that, the phone started ringing with people wanting to
volunteer to do whatever possible to crack down on crime.” On Jan. 11, 1988, 19 con-
cerned citizens assembled at the Huckleberry Inn in Key Center — and the rest is histo-
ry.They were given security checks and clearances, and were encouraged and trained by
then Pierce County Sheriff’s Department Deputy John Hendrickson, started manning
the phones at the sheriff’s Peninsula detachment in Purdy, and bought their own com-
puter to assist with correspondence and records maintenance.

“It took about 10 years of effort before we were able to convince the powers that be
that we should have a Citizens’ Patrol but since we leaped that hurdle, we’ve been
extra eyes, ears, and minds supporting our deputies in anyway we can,” said McMillan.
To learn more about CAC and its Citizens’ Patrol, call Loyd Miller at 884-2536, Pat

Latshaw at 884-0808, or Al Yanity at 884-3081.

CAC celebrates anniversary

Notes from down below

By Karl Anderson
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Historic
Vaughn Bay Church
A Community Gathering

Worship Service 10:30 am
884-5403
VFW Room

Key Peninsula Civic Center

“We Also Recycle Scrap Metal”

Leonard Larson
(Owner)

Key Peninsula
and Gig Harbor

(253) 857-3866

InStep Dance
Doug HenryDoug HenryDoug HenryDoug HenryDoug Henry,,,,, Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor

Group Lessons • Private Lessons
Wedding or Anniversary

Choreography
P.O. Box 751 • Vaughn, WA 98394

253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236253-884-9236

Gas & Grocery
OPEN 24 HOURS

• Propane Refill
• ATM Machine
        • Drive-Thru Espresso •

857-5712
13706 State Highway 302 KPN

(Near Key Center)

• Fresh Deli
• Hot Food

���������

Brush, Paints, Firing, Bisque and Green Ware
Open: 10:00am - 9:00 pm daily

Virginia Whitney
4415 KPN Lakebay, WA 98349

(253) 884-9681

�	�
������������
�����������
�

HarHarHarHarHarbor Fbor Fbor Fbor Fbor Furururururnacenacenacenacenace
SESESESESERRRRRVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTVICE & INSTALALALALALLLLLLAAAAATTTTTIONIONIONIONION

TOM WILLIAMS

(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961(253) 884-2961
(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690(253) 851-2690

P.O. BOX 368, Lakebay, WA 98149
P.O. BOX 1, Gig Harbor, WA 98335

Have a Story to tell?
I can help you write it.

Bonnie Applegate, published author
Cleft of the Rock

PO Box 854, Wauna WA, 98395
253-884-9408

If there is any virtue and if there is anything
praise-worthy--meditate on these things.

Philippians 4:8

�����������	��
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Next to Peninsula Market in Key Center

We thank our customers for your patronage!
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12904A Purdy Dr. N.W.
Gig Harbor, WA 98329
www.aspenland.com

ASPEN LAND SURVEYING
• Boundary, Topographic and Hydrographic Surveys

• Subdivisions • Construction Staking

Free Estimates
Daniel B. Johnson, PLS

253-857-4265
360-874-0228
Fax 253-857-9265

01559637

“Formerly Pearls By The Sea”

Closed Mondays
Reservations Suggested

858-9900

“one of the best restaurants   
to open in my 13 years as  
your food critic.”

Alot OAlot OAlot OAlot OAlot Of Lof Lof Lof Lof Lovvvvveeeee
DDDDDog Gog Gog Gog Gog Grrrrroomingoomingoomingoomingooming

253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844253-884-4844
Key Center

(Across the street
from the Library)
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Burley Lagoon shellfish beds improve

Improved water quality in Burley Lagoon may lead
to reduced restrictions on commercial shellfish har-
vesting in the northern part of the lagoon, according
to Pierce County Water Programs. 

The Washington State Department of Health is
considering a harvest classification upgrade from
restricted to conditional for approximately 17 addi-
tional acres of Burley Lagoon.  “This is great news for
the county. There is still much to be done, but we’ve
proven we are on the right track toward protecting
these important resources,” said Tim Ramsaur, man-

ager of Pierce County Water Programs.
The Department of Health upgraded shellfish har-

vesting at the southern end of the lagoon in 2001.
Burley Lagoon was closed to the commercial harvest
of shellfish in 1999 due to deteriorating water quality.

Since 1999, the Burley Lagoon Watershed
Protection Team has worked to reduce pollution
within the sensitive watershed.The team consists of
representatives from Pierce County, Tacoma-Pierce
County Health Department, Pierce Conservation
District, Kitsap County Surface Water Management,
Kitsap County Health Department, Kitsap County
Conservation District, Puget Sound Action Team,
Washington State Department of Health and local
grower Jerry Yamashita. For information, call Pierce
County Water Programs at 253-798-2725.

News Brief
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Gaye WGaye WGaye WGaye WGaye Williamsilliamsilliamsilliamsilliams
“““““Always a beautician.
Sometimes a magician.”

884-2003884-2003884-2003884-2003884-2003
8912 K8912 K8912 K8912 K8912 Keeeeey Py Py Py Py Peninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy Neninsula Hwy N

LakebayLakebayLakebayLakebayLakebay, , , , , WWWWWA 98349A 98349A 98349A 98349A 98349

Pl
ac

e 
yo

ur
 b

us
in

es
s 

ca
rd

 in
 th

is
 a

dv
er

tis
in

g 
di

re
ct

or
y!

E-
m

ai
l k

ey
pe

nn
ew

s@
ya

ho
o.

co
m

 o
r 

ca
ll 

ad
 r

ep
K

ar
l A

nd
er

so
n 

at
 8

84
-5

16
6 

fo
r 

de
ta

ils
.

KKKKKeeeeey Center y Center y Center y Center y Center AAAAAuto Repairuto Repairuto Repairuto Repairuto Repair
Repairs and Services for all your

Import and Domestic vehicles
Call us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCCall us at...253-858-KCARARARARAR
13712 Key Peninsula Highway,

Gig Harbor 98329
We’re Located in the Shell station parking lot; in the

old rental building

Stop in Stop in Stop in Stop in Stop in Anytime fAnytime fAnytime fAnytime fAnytime for an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Changeor an Oil Change
Thank you Brady, Troy & Jay
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Key Peninsula 7th Day Adventist Church
Welcomes you to come visit us at the

Key Peninsula Civic Center
on God’s Seventh Day Sabbath

Saturdays 10 a.m.
Singing-Prayer-God’s Word

Wed. 7 p.m. Prayer Study
13198 125th St. Ct. KPN

1 blk So. of HWY 302 on Key Peninsula HWY
253-884-2360
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• Full Service Supermarket •
 Beginning * Refresher * Advanced

Specialty * Leadership

SCUBA COURSES
NAUI Certification

Karl Anderson, NAUI Instructor
(253) 884-5166

“I can accommodate almost anyone’s schedule!”
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FOR SALE: ONE LOT AT PALMER
LAKE, CLEARED, READY TO BUILD.
YOUR CHOICE: WITH SEPTIC
$19,000, WITHOUT SEPTIC $16,000.
FOR INFORMATION CALL (253)
884-9660.

APPLEBY PLUMBING & DRAIN
Service, Repairs, and Remodels,

Hot Water Tanks
253-884-9827

HOME FEED & GROCERY
1809 KPN, Home. 884-2321

Open 8 AM - 10 PM
Holidays 10 AM - 6 PM

FOR SALE: four-legged, square bar
stools, padded black seat. $15 each. 
Call 884-3456.

WATKINS PRODUCTS are available,
call Marvin and Myrtle Keizur at 

884-3566. VISA/MC

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE:
Saturday, September 6, 9:00-4:00
Key Peninsula Lutheran Church

Key Peninsula Hwy & Lackey Road
253 884-3312

To advertise, call Karl at 884-5166, or
email keypennews@yahoo.com

Classifieds
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2611 State Route 109  Ocean City, WA 98569
Tel/Fax (360) 289-0457

Email: angelette@wildspiritgallery.net
www.stores.ebay.com/wildspiritgallery

Offering a Full Spectrum 
of the Many Talents of 

Northwest Artist M.M. Roe
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• KP Fire District 16 needs to replace its
aging equipment, including fire trucks 17-
30 years old, a water tender, a rescue truck
and the “Jaws of Life” device, as the current
model is no longer manufactured and
there are no available spare parts.  The Fire
District is asking for a nearly $2 million,
four-year levy that will cost property owners
approximately 39 cents per $1,000 of
assessed values in the first year (2004). 

• KP Parks District seeks funding for gen-

eral parks maintenance and operations
including wages, utilities and repairs, vari-
ous new amenities such as benches, bath-
rooms, and picnic shelters.  The three-year
levy will generate $70,565 per year and cost
taxpayers 10 cents per $1,000 assessed
property values. The district, staffed mostly
by volunteers, operates the Key Pen Sports
Center, Rocky Creek Conservation Area,
Home Park and supports many communi-
ty projects and events.

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  vvoottee  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1166  
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PHS holds second annual
1948-1960 reunion

Peninsula High School classmates of
1948-1960 are invited to attend a reunion
on Saturday, Sept. 6, at Gig Harbor Eagles
Hall, 7 p.m. This annual event is sched-
uled for the first Saturday night following
Labor Day each year. A $5 donation per
person is asked to be paid at the door for
food expenses. Dress is casual. Those who
attended Peninsula with those classes but
did not graduate with them are also
encouraged to attend.  Pre-registration is
not required.

Capt. W.H. McNeill comes
to life in ‘Living History’ 

Capt. William Henry McNeill will be
portrayed in a “Living History” segment
Oct. 23 at the Key Peninsula Historical
Society quarterly social at the Civic Center.

Jerry Ramsey of the Fort Nisqually
Players will be McNeill, for whom McNeil
Island is named. The reason for the dis-
crepancy in spelling is that the official fill-
ing out the form left off the second l, and
McNeil became the legal name of the
island.

—Submitted by Colleen Slater

Say ‘hello’ to KP Museum
at the Puyallup fair

The Key Peninsula Historical Society
and Museum will be featured at the Pierce
County Heritage Exhibit at the Western
Washington Fair in Puyallup as one of sev-
eral small museums. The Key Pen museum
will have a display about the local history
and other items, and KP museum volun-
teers will help staff the exhibit. 

Earn a Halo —Be an Angel

Is there an Angel waiting in your house?
If so, sprout your wings!

Are you interested in your community?
Do you want to help the old, young and all
those in between? We are looking for peo-
ple with 12 (or more) spare hours each
month to join our worthwhile (and did I
mention fun) organization. All it takes is a
couple of training sessions and you are
ready to go. You can be either a sorter and
work in the back or work in the shop or
maybe even do both.   

There are many reasons for joining the
Angel Guild (or becoming an Angel).
Some of us found ourselves retired from
longtime jobs and not wanting to withdraw
from society.  Some were new to the area
and wanted to make friends. There are
some who found their nests empty and
needed something constructive to fill their

time. Some of our members just like to be
involved in making our community a bet-
ter place. Then there are those that just
like to shop and were there each business
day anyway so might as well put in volun-
teer hours to help keep the shelves
stocked.

If you are dependable and would like to
get involved, call Nancy at 857-2321 or
Bonnie at 884-5983  to get the ball rolling.

—Submitted by Mary Ramsdell

Angels are like the Genie in
the lamp

That’s right!! We love to grant wishes
(and we aren’t limited to three). At our
regular July meeting we granted four
requests. The Kiwanis Club, KGHP Radio,
Two Waters Art Alliance and Camp Easter
Seal were the lucky recipients. Our goal in
the shop is to grant as many wishes as pos-
sible so we must SELL! SELL! SELL!!!  So,
we really need you all to come on in and
BUY! BUY! BUY!!! and for more reasons
than just replenishing our coffers. Our
shop is full of really great stuff so the shop-
ping is terrific. We even have items for
your school shopping needs. In fact, we
have received so many donations that we
have had to lock the back gates occasional-
ly. Our sorting shed can only hold so much
and when we reach capacity, we have to
hang the sign on the gate saying we are
temporarily closed for donations. Also,
there are no donations after 4 p. because
of a thievery problem. We are truly sorry if
this inconveniences you. That’s the last
thing we want to do, because we love our
loyal, law-abiding customers. It’s those
other ones we are trying to discourage.

—Submitted by Mary Ramsdell

News from the Bayshore
Garden Club 

Ann Waldo is the new president of the
club. The other officers are the same.
Monthly meetings will now be held on
the first Friday of the month at 1 p.m. at
the Longbranch Improvement Club. 

Dessert and coffee will be served before
the Sept. 5 meeting. Guests are welcome.
Call Sylvia Retherford at 884-2487.

KPVI remembers 
missing veteterans

The Key Peninsula Veterans Institute
(KPVI) will present a special program at
the senior luncheon at the Community
House (Food Bank) on Friday, Sept. 19, at
11:30 a.m. 

Called “POW/MIA Remembrance Day,”
the program will include “Missing Man
Table and Honors Ceremony,” a moving

tribute to missing veterans. The story of
each symbol will be told by Cy Young, pres-
ident of KPVI, and six members of the
group will place each symbol on the table. 

Please come before 11:30 so you won’t
miss the ceremony. Senior luncheon will
be at noon. 

Lunches are served to seniors on
Wednesday and Friday at noon each week. 

Domestic violence victims
remembered

Many domestic violence prevention
organizations plan activities during
October, Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, and purple ribbons are worn to
honor victims.   

On the Key Peninsula, a Silent Victims
Memorial Service is being planned.  Penny
Gazabat, a board member of  I.M.P.act,
says, "This is a powerful display of life-size
female silhouettes, each bearing a plaque
telling 'her story' of how she lost her life
through domestic violence." 

The public is invited to participate in

this service at the Key Peninsula Lutheran
Church on Saturday, Oct. 4, from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. 

“The program will be devoted to prayer,
education, songs and hope for a future
without violence,” says Gazabat. 

Refreshments will follow.

Friday Skate Night is back
at the Civic Center 

The popular Skate Night is back at the
Civic Center on Fridays beginning Sept. 19
from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost is $4 per per-
son and includes skates—or bring your
own. Skating is open to students kinder-
garten through eighth grade. 

No outside food or drink is allowed. For
details, call 884-3456.

Poster contest coming

This fall, the Key Peninsula Lions Club
will sponsor a Peace Poster contest for
KPMS students (11-13 years). Details will
follow in upcoming months.

Key Pen resident
Sam Stewart will
soon have a new
place to play, a
treehouse being
built by
TreeHouse
Workshop, Inc.
and the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.
Sam, a Vaughn
elementary stu-
dent, is fighting
leukemia.
In the photo, Sam
is pictured with
one of the
builders of the
work-in-progress,
Asuka Takahashi.

Read more about
the treehouse and
Sam’s progress in
the next issue of
Key Peninsula
News.

Photo by 
Hugh McMillan

Sam’s treehouse is
dream come true
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Paid for by Committee for Key Peninsula Parks, Nancy Lind, Chair. P.O. Box 252, Lakebay, WA 98349
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• Last levy passed in 1998
Provided $78,000 a year for 3 years

• Your frugal Park District stretched the amount
over a 5 year period or $46,000 a year.

• How?
❏ Many volunteer hours
❏ Not fertilizing fields
❏ Not replacing broken and aged equipment

PARKS LEVY
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