
By Marsha Hart, KP News

Longbranch Marina’s wharf  has been 
closed by the county due to signifi cant 
deterioration, according to a letter writ-
ten by Brian Stacy, county engineer. The 
county inspected the pilings earlier this 
year, and a subsequent inspection on Sept. 
7 prompted the closure.

“It’s a safety risk, and unsafe in their 
opinion,” said Geoff  Baillie, president of  
LIC.

With a mere 48 hours notice, the mari-
na, which has been owned by the LIC for 
more than 50 years, was blocked and ac-
cess denied after months of  negotiations 

between LIC and the county to keep the 
wharf  open. County crews began install-
ing fences and barriers Sept. 17 to prevent 
use of  the facility.

A new structure would cost in excess 
of  $300,000, Baillie said. A permanent 
replacement would include a 6-foot wide 
gangway supported by pilings to span 
about 170 feet and a ramp that would 
span 30 feet for a total of  about 140 feet, 
Baillie said. 

“So LIC is now pursuing ways to come 
up with the money to get a revenue stream 
to pay for that,” Baillie said. “Ideas are to 
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By Marsha Hart, KP News

Career fi refi ghter Robert Bosch, a senior battalion chief  with 
FD 16 and certifi ed paramedic, has been terminated. The deci-
sion was handed down Sept. 14 after the board met in executive 
session. Attorney Joe Quinn conducted an investigation of  the 
incidents at a conference in Wenatchee attended by Bosch and 
four others in mid-June. 

Reprimands were given to those four last month, but an 
investigation into the role Bosch played took more time, said 
Chief  Tom Lique. The report revealed Bosch had supplied alco-
hol to a minor, Tim Nelson, and tried to cover it up. Nelson was 
a 20-year-old volunteer with the district and was terminated last 
month for his role in the incident.

“He (Bosch) was identifi ed as the leader in the process to 
keep it quiet and keeping people in check to not say anything,” 
Lique said. “His name came up over and over in the other state-
ments as the person who had the most infl uence.”

It was a diffi cult decision, Lique said. 
“We fi rst met in fourth grade, so we’ve known each other that 

long, but as we went through the information we kept coming 
back to the decision to terminate,” he said.

The decision to terminate a career employee is made by the 

board of  commissioners.
Commissioner Rick Stout said the decision was unanimous.
“The report we got was he was supplying alcohol to a minor. 

That is against the law and that we don’t tolerate,” Stout said. 
“He was the most senior there and he should have known better, 
and he’s a union president.”

Bosch has the opportunity to fi le a grievance, and the griev-
ance process can go on for months, Lique said.

Other career members have been pulled off  of  shifts to fi ll in.
“I’ve taken two division chiefs who were working days and 

put them into 24-hour assignments so they fi ll some vacant staff  
positions,” he said. “We already had a vacant fi refi ghter position 
going into 2010, and during the process of  the EMS levy we had 
a paramedic fi refi ghter take a position with another district.”

The reprimands have sent a clear message, he said.
“People are going to be held accountable for their actions. 

If  they are acting within the guidelines and policies they’re in 
good shape, but if  they have questionable behavior that is when 
problems will occur.”

Bosch was a 26-year veteran of  the district and received lon-
gevity pay. He received about $97,185 a year. 

It is up to the local union to decide if  Bosch will continue on 
as president.

County closes LIC wharf for being unsafe

Photo by Hugh McMillan, KP News 
County crews installed fencing and put 
up barricades to prevent access to the 
wharf at the LIC Marina on Sept. 17.

Have a frightfully 
safe Halloween!
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By Rick Sorrels, KP News

Over a dozen fully loaded logging 
trucks have been hauling out of  Lake-
bay every day for well over a month now.  
Residents are asking:  What’s going on? 
Is the recession over? Is land being devel-
oped? Are there fi nally any jobs?

Two main logging operations were 
discoverd. One along the 2000-block of  
150th Ave Key Pen Highway South, the 
other along the 3800-block of  KPS.

The fi rst is owned and being logged 
by the Barry Brothers of  Port Orchard. 
One parcel is 30 acres, and an adjoining 
80-acre parcel that is eing divided into 
four 20-acre parcels. All fi ve parcels will 
be available for sale.

Barry Brothers has been in business 
since 1977, focusing on timber harvesting 
and land ownership in Pierce, Thurston, 
Kittitas, Jefferson, and Cowlitz Counties.

Dave Barry, who manages the busi-
ness, says that “Times have been rough. 
Other harvesters have gone out of  busi-
ness, sawmills have closed, and none of  
the mills that remain are operating at ca-
pacity. Business was down 60% in 2009. 
This year (2010) is better, but very com-
petitive.”  

“The price for cedar and alder has 
gone up. That’s the main thing that we 
are harvesting now. The fi r will end up 
as pulp.”

Harvesters don’t make near as much 
profi t as people may think.

“We get around $4,000 for a load of  
cedar, of  which the property owner gets 

Logging increases seen 
around Key Peninsula

$2,500, and we must pay an excise tax of  
5% for the gross sale,” said Barry. “Nat-
urally, we also have permit fees, B&O 
taxes on the gross sales, employee wages 
and expenses, equipment costs, fuel, and 
maintenance.  L&I rates alone have sky-
rocketed.”

The second logging operation is on a 
96-acre parcel of  land owned by a local 
hard money lending business. Washing-
ton Timber Land Management Inc was 
hired to do the harvesting. Their offi ce 
is in Port Orchard, but they log all over 
western Washington, from the Oregon to 
the Canadian borders.

Ron Gotwin, who manages Wash-
ington Timber, says that “The past 18 
months have been real rough, but we 
have managed to stay in business. Things 
are picking up.”

“There is no new housing market. The 
property owners have been harvesting 
because they need the money.”

“We are concentrating on the cedar 
and alder now,” said Gotwin. “The prop-
erty owner hasn’t decided on the fi r yet.”

According to Gotwin, the cedar goes 
directly to the mill in Toledo, where it is 
turned into fencing for a contract with 
Home Depot. Money will end up in the 
pockets of  the landowners, the harvester, 
the truck drivers, the mill workers, the 
Home Depot employees, and the con-
tractors installing the fencing. All “lo-
cals.”

Gotwin may have another 45-acre job 
upcoming on the Key Peninsula, but that 
contract has not been fi nalized yet.

Both of  these logging operations are 
being done under a State of  Washington 
Department of  Natural Resources log-
ging permit, which will result in a six year 
moratorium on property development.

According to FD16 Fire Chief  Tom 
Lique, the DNR permit supersedes local 
permits and burn requirements. “We will 
need to review the exact wording of  the 
DNR permits to see if  we have any local 
control or oversight at all.”

Logging permits issued by Pierce 
County are much more restrictive, but 
there is no moratorium on development. 
The choice of  which permit to obtain is 
up to the property owner.

NEWS
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Compiled by Rick Sorrels, KP News

In addition to the candidates seeking 
elective offi ce, there will be nine issues 
that the voters will determine on the Gen-
eral Election ballot on Nov. 2.

Citizens fi led 76 Initiatives with the 
Secretary of  State this year. The required 
241,153 signatures were obtained for only 
six of  these. The six will appear on the 
ballot. Citizen Initiatives are laws created 
by the citizens themselves, by-passing the 
Legislature entirely.

One Referendum Bill, which had been 
passed by the Legislature has been re-
ferred (by the Legislators themselves) to 
the voters for confi rmation or rejection.

Two Constitutional Amendments are 
presented. Proposed laws which confl ict 
with the State Constitution requires an 
Amendment to the Constitution to be ef-
fective. Both the Legislature and the vot-
ers must approve Amendments. 

I-1053
Citizens’ Initiative. Restores the re-

quirement that Legislative action to raise 
taxes must either be approved by a two-
thirds majority of  the Legislature, or re-
ceive voter approval.

This law has been in effect since 1993, 
but was suspended by the Legislature in 
2010. Three times the voters have enacted 
this law.

Proponents want the Legislature to 
comply with established law and the vot-
ers’ demands.

Opponents claim they will not be able 
to approve a budget with such a high con-
sensus requirement.

I-1082
Citizens’ Initiative. Allows employers 

the option of  purchasing private indus-
trial insurance as a substitute for the exist-
ing State managed L&I Workmans’ Comp 
system.

Proponents claim that an alternative is 
needed, because the existing system is in-
effi cient and failing.

Opponents point to a lack of  regula-
tion, that employees will be left with no 
coverage if  the insurance company goes 
bankrupt, and that the employee has no 
choice or say in the matter.

I-1098 
Citizens’ Initiative. Establishes a State 

income tax, and overcomes a Constitu-
tional limitation in doing so.

Proponents fault the Legislature for 
not reforming the tax code to something 
more “fair”, and force the issue with this 
Initiative. It would raise a needed $2 bil-
lion in additional tax revenue in the fi rst 
year.

Opponents argue that this is simply 
a means to bleed more money from the 
citizens. Two years after its passage, the 
Legislature would be unrestrained in ex-
panding the income tax to any rate and 
income level it desires.

I-1100
Citizens’ Initiative. Takes the State out 

of  the “hard” liquor business. Closes State 

liquor stores, allows private businesses to 
sell “hard” liquor.

Proponents claim that existing liquor 
laws are antiquated and that the State 
has no business promoting and profi ting 
from the sale of  liquor.

Opponents claim that hard liquor 
would be completely deregulated, threat-
ening public safety, and cost taxpayers the 
$350 million currently received annually 
from liquor sales.

I-1105
Citizens’ Initiative. Same as I-1100, but 

also establishes a new tax on liquor sold 
to distributors, and also a gross sales tax 
on liquor for fi ve years in order to offset 
the loss of  current revenue obtained from 
State liquor stores.

I-1107
Citizens’ Initiative. Reverses the sales 

tax on candy, bottled water, pop, and pre-
pared foods that was established by the 
Legislature in 2010.

Proponents want an end to a costly, ar-
bitrary tax on food and beverages.

Opponents say that the $300 million 
that will be collected over the next three 
years by these taxes are needed to fund 
necessary services in hard times.

R-52
Legislative referendum to the people.  

Seeks voter ratifi cation of  a bill passed by 
the Legislature that authorizes bonds to 
fi nance construction and repair projects 
to increase energy effi ciency in schools, 
and also continues the sales tax on bottled 

water.
Proponents argue that this is a way to 

make our schools healthier.
Opponents argue that this is a trick-

ster’s way to circumvent the Constitution-
al debt limit. 

SJR 8225
Constitutional Amendment proposed 

by the Legislature. Allows adjustments in 
accounting methods when calculating the 
Constitutional debt limit.

Proponents argue that adjustments to 
accounting practices can stretch the dollar 
farther and do more.

Opponents argue that savings are not 
created by increasing our borrowing ca-
pacity and we need to change our addic-
tion to spending, not our Constitution. 

ESHJR 4220 
Constitutional Amendment proposed 

by the Legislature. Denies bail for per-
sons charged with certain criminal of-
fenses. (Infl uenced by 2010 murder of  
four Pierce County Deputies by a felon 
released on bail.)

Proponents claim that certain persons 
accused of  crimes should not be allowed 
bail in order to protect the public.

Opponents argue that a fundamental 
Constitutional protection -- the right to 
be presumed innocent -- must be retained 
to preserve our values and civil liberties.

This information was compiled and di-
gested from the submitted proposals and 
other documentation on fi le with the Of-
fi ce of  the Secretary of  State.

General Election ballot issues
NEWS
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By Rick Sorrels, KP News

Revenue shortfalls for both the state and the county 
governments have resulted in delays and cancellations 
of  major public works projects. Projects still pending 
on the KP are:

SR302 RE-ROUTE
WSDOT project. The environmental study has con-

cluded. The draft report will wrap up about Oct. 1. The 
Legislature must approve funding to complete the fi nal 
environmental report.

The draft report still includes all 4 routing options. 
Two options include bridges and two are north of  the 
Burley Lagoon near Burley. The fi nal report will iden-
tify the best routing.

Project Manager John Donahue states that “Draft 
reports are not released to the public” and “Further ac-
tion is waiting for funding by the Legislature.”

WAUNA CURVE PROJECT
WSDOT project. Now offi cially known as the SR302 

Safety and Congestion Project.
This project was funded and scheduled for con-

struction during the summers of  2009 and 2010, to 
add a third lane to SR302 from Lake Kathryn to the 

Purdy Spit.
The same $3.6 million budget continues, but the 

scope of  the project has expanded westward to the El-
gin-Clifton Y, and eastward to include the intersection 
in Purdy at the SR302 Spur.

An audit has just been completed which identifi es 
the highest priority needs at the SR302/SR16 intersec-
tion (especially for afternoon traffi c backups) and at 
the 118th Avenue intersection (needs turn lanes).  The 
Wauna Curves and the Elgin-Clifton “Y” are additional 
trouble spots.

“A replacement bridge in Purdy would cost $40 mil-
lion, which is far outside our total budget of  $3.4 mil-
lion,” said Bill Elliott, the WSDOT Project Manager. 
“A traffi c circle is being seriously considered in Purdy. 
Land will need to be acquired in order to construct turn 
lanes at 118th, and culvert work is needed for fi sh pas-
sage just west of  there where SR302 passes over Little 
Minter Creek. A third lane through the Wauna Curves 
is very skeptical due to the topography narrow roadway 
with steep slopes.”

Construction is planned to start in spring 2012, but 
is dependant upon funding by the Legislature in 2011 
when it prepares the next biennial budget which funds 
projects between July 2011 and June 2013.

KEY CENTER INTERSECTION
Pierce County project. Construction was originally 

scheduled for 2010.
Money has been allocated ($2.4 million). Construc-

tion begins in May 2011. Turn lanes will be added. 
Roadway will be widened to include sidewalks and 
paved shoulders and drainage improvements, as well as 
fully automated traffi c signals.

BRIDGE AT GLENCOVE
Piece County project. A replacement bridge on Cra-

mer Road near YMCA Camp Seymour is being planned. 
This bridge will be built to current standards and will be 
funded by grants. A start date has not yet been sched-
uled.

ROAD SHOP RELOCATION
Pierce County project. This project will relocate the 

Purdy Road Shop and Sheriff ’s Detachment offi ce from 
Purdy to the location of  the old county gravel pit at 
SR302 and 144th Street. It is on indefi nite hold until 
funding becomes available. Sandra Pedigro-Marshall, 
the Communications and Accountability Manager for 
Pierce County Public Works and Utilities said, “The 
November budget discussions and decisions by the 
County Council should prove interesting in the face of  
continued revenue shortfalls.”

Public works projects stall, funding delayed
NEWS

All Bank Cards Accepted

884-3937
Open Every Day! 
9004B KP HWY

Monday-Saturday  9am-6pm; Sunday 11am-4pm  •  Key Center

OCTOBER SALE

In celebration of 28 years, we are
Discounting All 

Nursery Stock 28% off

Fall is Nipping at Our Heels...
Which Means it is Time to Plant...

Garlic–8 varities, shallots & onions too....
Fall Color–Garden Mums, Pansies, Asters & Kale

Spring Flowering Bulbs are Here...
Brighten the Garden–Easy-to-Plant/Sure-to-Bloom

28th Annual Fall Sale

28%
OFF

Trees, Shrubs, Ground Covers, Perennials, Fruit 
Trees & Berries Plus much more.
Subject to stock on hand. Over 1 Acre

HELP WANTED
KP News

 looking for an Ad Sales Representative
who is looking to grow as our small but

successful newspaper continues to grow
in both size and readership loyalty.

All we ask is that you have:
     • Reliable Transportation  • A high degree of self-motivation
     • Excellent communication skills -- • Ability to work as an Independent
          both face-to-face AND phone      Contractor, covering Gig Harbor,
     • A computer and knowledge of      getting paid a generous 
          Excel         commission
     • Skills to receive, send and   • Customer service and newspaper
          forward e-mail        experience preferred, but not
     • Understand how to attach fi les      required
          to e-mail, as well as downloading
          e-mail attachments

Interested?
Please send a cover letter and resume to

kpads@comcast.net
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Peninsula School District
full-page ad

October Events

5  Parent Council meeting  
9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon at  
District Office.

8 No School

11-15  Bus Ridership Week—every rider 
counts!

13  PSAT testing opportunity for  
Class of 2013.

14  School Board regular meeting  
6:00 p.m. at Purdy Elementary 
Library

28  School Board regular meeting  
6:00 p.m. at District Office

School Directory Information

EVERGREEN ELEMENTARY
530-1300

1820 Key Peninsula Hwy., KPS
Lakebay, WA 98349

MINTER CREEK ELEMENTARY
530-4300

12617 – 118th Avenue NW
Gig Harbor, WA  98329

PURDY ELEMENTARY
530-4600

13815 62nd Avenue NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332

VAUGHN ELEMENTARY 
530-4700

17521 Hall Road, KPN
Vaughn, WA  98394

KEY PENINSULA MIDDLE SCHOOL
530-4200

5510 Key Peninsula Hwy., KPN
Lakebay, WA  98349

HENDERSON BAY HIGH SCHool
530-1700

8402 Skansie Avenue
Gig Harbor, WA  98332

PENINSULA HIGH
530-4400

14105 Purdy Drive NW
Gig Harbor, WA  98332

 Peninsula School District’s budget task force 
created at the end of  the last school year began its 
work over the summer break. 
 The goal of  the committee is to help the school 
district be proactive 
with its budgeting 
process, and look 
at operations to 
identify efficiencies 
and cost-savings, 
in anticipation of  
continuing state 
funding cuts.
 The task force 
has identified six 
areas for further 
examination: 
certificated staff, 
classified staff, 
administrative staff, 
kindergarten program, middle school scheduling, and 
transportation. 
Separate subcommittees are discussing each area, and 
are looking at details such as allocation of  teaching 
staff, office help, number of  administrators, various 
options for kindergarten such as half-day and tuition-
based ideas.

 The subcommittees and the task force include 
administrators, teachers, staff, parents, community 
members and other stakeholders.
 “Their goal is to do an analysis of  those areas and 

to come back with their 
recommendations to the 
committee in October,” 
says Deputy Superintendent 
Chuck Cuzzetto. 
 The task force will 
create recommendations for 
the district administration, 
and Superintendent Terry 
Bouck will formulate a 
proposed plan for Board 
of  Directors review in 
November.
 The task-force is a 
strategy for the district to 
address budget shortfalls 

in the long term. With $10 million in cuts made 
to operations in the past four years, and more cuts 
anticipated in the state budget, Peninsula School 
District is looking to streamline operations. The task 
force discussions will allow for better in-depth planning 
for future years, instead of  waiting until the state 
releases its budget in the spring.

Budget Subcommittees Examine 
Six Areas for Efficiencies

SafeSchools LifeLine– 
A Safety Line for our District
As a student, parent or community member you have 
the power to keep our schools safe.  Administrators 
rely on you to be their eyes and ears—letting them 
know when a member of  our schools or a district 
building is in danger.  Be a life saver and help stop 
school crises before they happen.  When you call  
1-866-LIVE-TIP you will be asked to enter the district 
code: 162.  The SafeSchools LifeLine is completely 
anonymous.

Real Healthy Choices Menu
Sid Taylor, Director of  Food Services, has worked 
with the Pierce County ACHIEVE committee the 
past two years to improve our lunch program choices. 
As a result, we recently piloted the “Real Healthy 
Choices Menu” at Discovery and Harbor Heights. 
This program will be expanded for the 2010-2011 
school year at all of  our elementary schools. At our 
secondary schools, Sid is busy surveying students/staff, 
revamping menus and providing choices which meet 
or exceed all FDA standards for nutrition. 

Peninsula Schools Education Foundation
Peninsula Schools Education Foundation (PSEF) provides grants each year for our classroom teachers. These 
grants directly benefit and support our students. The 2010 PSEF Breakfast will be held at Canterwood Golf  and 
Country Club on October 7 at 7:00 a.m. The keynote speaker will be Joe Jarzynka, a Gig Harbor High School 
and University of  Washington graduate. Joe is a former UW walk-on who became a fan favorite. He was one of  
the most versatile players in Husky history. The UW football program inducted Joe into the Husky Hall of  Fame 
in October 2009. For additional information on table sponsorship or attendance to the event, please contact the 
PSEF Board at  http://www.psefnd.org/



The last few months have shown an uptick in van-
dalism on the KP. Before summer some windows at the 
high school were broken. Last month vandals tore up the 
KC Corral in Key Center, ripping up plants, tearing down 
signs, and smashing light bulbs. Tenants at the center had 
invested 50 hours of  their own time renovating it, so all 
that work was undone. Most vandals have no concept of  
what it takes to invest time and effort into something. 
This is why they think it’s fun to wreck stuff  in the fi rst 
place, and why they also have the time to do so. 

The Longbranch Community Church and Longbranch 
Improvement Club were also vandalized last month, with 
damages totaling around $12,500. That’s a lot of  money 

for organizations that run on community funds. The 
vandals busted windows, stolen alcohol, sprayed fi re ex-
tinguishers, squirted mustard on a computer and walls, 
and broke a piano and some furniture. What fun! Oh 
yeah, and they also smashed up Christmas ornaments. 
Smashed up Christmas ornaments? Who does that? 

Seems like you’d be running around, spraying fi re extin-
guishers, drinking your stolen Mike’s Hard Lemonade, 
getting all whacky and crazy, saying things like “Dude 
don’t spray me with that mustard!,” and then, when you 
came across some Christmas ornaments, you’d be like, 
“Oh, wait a minute, move these over here, be careful,” 
and then after that you’d kick in a big box of  paper cups 
or unroll some toilet paper or something super-zany like 
that. Breaking ornaments? What next? Stomping on a 
bunch of  Easter candy being saved for small children? 
I guess smashing ornaments would be what “the really 
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Peninsula Views

Inclusion could be answer to vandalism on KP

Kevin Reed
Here’s Something

(See Reed, Page 9)

EDITORIAL
Know the candidates before voting Please return the kayak

On the night of  Sept. 5 my blue, Wil-
derness Systems, tandem kayak was stolen 
from my bulkhead on Taylor Bay.  The 
kayak was a Mothers Day gift, purchased 
for me by my children.  I am devastated 
that someone would take it - whether for 
a joy ride or to earn a few dollars. I ask tha 
it be returned, no questions asked. 

Anita Kressner, Taylor Bay 

Getting along
Lakebay Community Church and Pas-

tor Dan Whitmarsh hosted a meeting 
9/12, featuring Rev. Dr. Andrew “Andy” 
Larsen, on understanding and relating to 
Muslims in our community. Having at-
tended, I am quite disturbed—not about 
Muslims following Qur’an, but about 
Christians disregarding the Bible.

Andy told how Christianity and Islam 
are opposed on their views of  God, sin, 
and salvation. And on the question of  ji-
hadists: “In the Muslim community, only 
4 percent are extremists.” Unfortunately, 
at that moment, his PowerPoint slide was 
showing: “By 2014 there will be 16-mil-
lion Muslims in the US.” Now, 4 percent 
of  16-million is… 

More troubling was Andy’s lack in the 
Christian fundamentals. He identifi ed him-
self  as Christian, then waffl ed on traditional, 
historic Christianity; he is “uncomfortable” 
with the absolute nature of  Jesus. He recon-
ciles this cognitive dissonance with a belief  
that on judgment day, God will give truly 
sincere people a free pass.

When pressed, Andy said, “I believe 
every word in the Bible; but I admit I 
don’t fully understand it.” Paradoxically, 
he is engaged in a ministry to share Chris-
tianity with the Muslim community, but 
claims too much respect for their piety to 
present the Gospel. 

Pastor Whitmarsh and the members of  
his fl ock in attendance seemed very sup-
portive of  this idea; perhaps Jesus’ death, 
burial and resurrection is a stumbling 
block for them, too. Sadly, Whitmarsh 
may need to expose his congregation to 
the Gospel they claim. But until then, if  
Andy is correct, they will get along with 
the Muslims just fi ne.

James T. Allyn, Vaughn

Flemming right for job
I think it’s time to set the record 

straight concerning where a candidate 
lives that “qualifi es” that person to rep-
resent. This is shallow thinking that has 
moved along without a challenge to its 
authenticity. The truth is it’s false.  Terry 

(See Letters, Page 9)

OPINION

Area organizations have worked diligently to give voters a chance to hear candi-
dates speak on various issues concerning the Key Peninsula area. Forums have been 
held on the Key Peninsula, and others have been held in Tacoma and Gig Harbor. 
The Key Peninsula News has co-sponsored some of  the forums, the latest of  which 
was held Sept. 30 at the Key Peninsula Civic Center.

Knowing the candidates and what they stand for before voting day is crucial. 
Though the voters’ pamphlets do give a glimpse into each candidate’s background, 
experience, education and a statement about their reasons for running for the offi ce, 
a face-to-face conversation can reveal more. 

Whether the concern is education, the economy, small business, healthcare or Key 
Peninsula roads and land use issues, a candidate forum is a good way to learn more. 
It’s one way each candidate can provide insight into how they would stand for issues 
important to the Key Peninsula and its residents.

Three Gig Harbor Rotaries have now teamed up to hold a forum at Peninsula 
High School on Oct. 5. Candidates will be available for a meet and greet before the 
forum begins at 7 p.m.

Ten candidates have agreed to attend and speak. Derek Kilmer and Marty McClen-
don are running for State Senate, Jan Angel and Sumner Schoenike are running for 
Pos. 1 of  the State House and Larry Seaquist and Doug Richards are running for Pos. 
2.

County Council candidates Stan Flemming and Betty Ringlee will speak, as well as 
State Supreme Court candidates Richard Sanders and Charlie Wiggins.

Take advantage of  the opportunities to get to know your candidates. An informed 
vote is the best vote. 

Our General Election is Nov. 2. Become informed and make confi dent decisions 
on the ballot.
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AJ Million
253 318 8585 primary 
253 884 9537 alternate

aj@betterproperties.com

Upscale waterfront development provides access 
to Ohlson Pt. sandspit. 1.34 acres. Only 3 lots left!
#42589 $250,000

Upscale waterfront development provides access 
to Ohlson Pt. sandspit. 1.24 acres. Only 3 lots left!
#42682 $195,000

MARKETREPORT

Homes for Sale #240
Homes Sold (ytd) #135
Average List Price $338,000

(price per sq ft) $174
Average Sold Price $229,000

(price per sq ft) $127

WATERFRONT REPORT

WF Homes for Sale #55
WF Homes Sold* (ytd) #12
Average List Price $598,000

(price per sq ft) $261
WF Average Sold Price $491,000

(price per sq ft) $175

* WF Properties “Pending” 3
This data provided to assist buyers and sellers in determining 

real estate values and will be updated monthly.

2010 Key Peninsula Real Estate



crazy guy” does – “Did you hear what 
Markus Meisterstueck did? He smashed 
up Christmas ornaments! That guy’s cra-
zy, man!” A badge of  honor, for some. 

Vandal-folk might be better off  cutting 
some lawns, working, getting involved in 
a sport, volunteering, or at the very least 
reading some more books. Build up that 
self-esteem a bit. 

When I was around 17 I broke a mir-
ror off  of  a truck for no reason and was 
promptly stopped by a security offi cer, re-
sulting in 40 hours of  community service. 
Around that time I also thought it was 
neat to steal road signs like “STOP” and 
“SPEED LIMIT 55” at taxpayer expense 
(later I returned them all to Maryland 
State Police during their “No questions 
asked” sign return campaign). Things I 
thought were really cool at the time have 
turned into things that I’ll be ashamed of  
for the rest of  my life. 

A tip for younger folks: You’re going 
to make enough mistakes in life. Don’t 
add crime to the list. Make constructive 
mistakes that build up your character, not 
petty ones that make your life and the 

lives around you harder. Even if  you don’t 
get caught, you’ll remember what you did, 
and it will haunt you when you get older 
and realize the impacts of  your actions on 
others. Even something that seems minor 
like destroying property. 

Vandals are charged with a misde-
meanor or a felony, depending on the 
value of  the damage. If  convicted they 
get a fi ne, jail time, or both. By then the 
damage is done. 

The metropolitan city of  Curitiba, 
Brazil, has a successful approach. When 
disenfranchised youth or gangs tear up 
fl ower beds or damage buildings, the city 
often has them work on the actual re-
pairs and at times hires them to maintain 
buildings or be a gardener. They quickly 
respect that which they wanted to destroy, 
because they’ve been given responsibility 
for it, and a place in society. While this 
isn’t applicable directly in a small town 
like ours, perhaps the overall message still 
applies. As a community, we can all keep a 
lookout for neglected, troubled, or under-
challenged people of  all ages, and fi nd 
ways to include them more in the fabric 
of  our social structure before they feel 
the need to lash out in some way. 
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(From Reed, Page 7)

Lee lives in Gig Harbor. The Chambers 
Creek Golf  Course is in University Place. 
Was Terry then not “qualifi ed” to set the 
“course” straight?  Each of  the two can-
didates has a public record of  diversity in 
public service for public scrutiny.  Terry 
Lee endorses Stan Flemming. Terry rec-
ognizes Stan’s experience & proven lead-
ership in several areas of  community ser-
vice that qualifi es Stan to “step into Terry 
Lee’s shoes” as our representative on the 
Pierce County Council. 

Larry Wingard, Lakebay

 

Kilmer not who 
he says he is

To get my vote I hear 26th District 
Senate Candidate Derek Kilmer tell me he 
cares about the welfare of  each of  us in 
the 26th District and the growth of  busi-
nesses.  

PDC report for Mr. Kilmer says that 
he raised $258,000. To my amazement 
only 20 percent of  the cash donated to 
Mr. Kilmer came from inside the 26th 

district. $207,000 Mr. Kilmer raised has 
come from outside of  Washington and 
the 26th district.

You are a slave to your debtor.  Derek 
Kilmer does not answer to the people in 
the 26; he answers the people who pro-
vided 80 percent of  Kilmer’s cash from 
outside our district. 

Evergreen Freedom Foundation “Hey 
Big Spender” shows Derek Kilmer voted 
for over $500 million in new taxes and 
fees, and for a 33 percent increase in state 
spending. Does this sound like Kilmer is 
for the taxpayer or businesses? Project 
Vote Smart business support ratings for 
Mr. Kilmer by the National Federation of  
Independent Business, Washington Retail 
Association, Association of  Washington 
Business are 44 percent, 63 percent, and 
51 percent out of  100 respectfully. All are 
failing grades of  support for Business. 

We need someone whose fi rst concern 
is the 26th district welfare, not someone 
with out-of-state debts to pay back.  Facts 
tell me Derek Kilmer does not match up 
with our need in a representative for the 
26th District. Derek Kilmer will not get 
my vote this year. 

Dave Dormier, Gig Harbor

(From Letters, Page 7)

OPINION
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International potluck 
puts spice in travel club

Staff Report

Travelers from the Key Peninsula Trav-
el group gathered at the home of  Louise 
& Ron Talley for an international potluck 
with a twist. They were to bring foods 
from a country that started with the let-
ter of  their fi rst or last name. Countries 
represented ranged from Greece, with its 
traditional Greek salad, as well as Tanza-
nia, Lebanon, England and a sweet treat 
from Tunisia.  Attire spanned a woman’s 
huilpe (traditional woven blouse of  the 
Maya) from Guatemala to a Hawaiian 
shirt.  Many travel stories were shared as 
well as plans for future trips. The evening 
ended with the host asking all to recall a 
most memorable event from their travels. 
They included waking up in the morning 
and seeing a huge iceberg in Antarctica, 
being in a poor Mayan village, and having 
a glass of  wine while watching the bright 

orange sunset only 10 feet from a water-
ing hole where elephants went for their 
last drink of  the night on a path used for 
centuries. All agreed that traveling is not 
just architecture and scenery, but the im-
portance of  learning about cultures and 
people of  the world.

Pierce Transit bus 
fare to increase

  On Nov. 1, bus fares for Pierce Tran-
sit and vanpool riders will increase from 
$1.75 to $2. The increase will be waived 
for those riders who are disabled, over 65 
years old, or younger than 18 years.

KP Parks budget meeting
Key Pen Parks will hold two public 

meetings to discuss Key Pen Parks 2011 
Budget as required by RCW  84.52.020. 
The fi rst meeting will be Oct. 11 and the 
second meeting will be Nov. 8.  The meet-
ings will take place at Volunteer Park An-

nex beginning at 7:30 p.m.
For more information contact Key Pen 

Parks at 253-884-9240 or scottg@keypen-
parks.com.

Ethics Commission 
vacancy

The Pierce County Executive’s Offi ce 
is accepting applications to fi ll an expired 
Ethics commission position. The citizen 
commission is responsible for promoting 
and upholding ethical conduct in Pierce 
County government. Applicants must be 
registered to vote in the State of  Wash-
ington, reside in Pierce County and be 
employed in or retired from the private 
sector. The members of  the Ethics Com-
mission are volunteers who meet the sec-
ond Thursday of  each month at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Wheelock Library, 3722 N. 26th St. 
in Tacoma, WA 98407. The commission 
determines the merit of  reported viola-
tions of  the Code of  Ethics for Pierce 

County employees.
Applications are available at www.

piercecountywa.org/boards and also can 
be requested by e-mailing pcexecutive@
co.pierce.wa.us or by calling (253) 798-
7477. The deadline for submitting com-
pleted applications is Oct. 5.  

A call to India
Local photographer Karina Whit-

marsh has been invited to travel to India 
to work with an organization that helps 
spinal cord injury victims.

She plans to travel Oct. 25 to attend 
the 49th annual International Spinal Cord 
Injury Conference in New Delhi with a 
representative from Empowering Spinal 
Cord Injured Persons.

In order to make the trip she has held a 
bake sale and taken orders for tamales to 
raise the needed funds.

She still needs $1,200. 
For more information visit her blog at 

karinatoindia.blogspot.com.

NEWS

The Mustard Seed Project 
We’re building an elder-friendly Key Peninsula where our friends & neighbors can age in place. 

Fourth Thursday Community Forum
(We have rescheduled our usual THIRD Thursday this month  

only to support this important gathering)

Thursday, October 28, 2010
10 am-noon

Key Peninsula Senior Center in Home

You are Invited:
Pierce County Aging & Long Term Care’s

Community Café
Tell the planners of Pierce County how YOU  

wish to age on the Key Peninsula

THEY’RE COMING TO LISTEN–
YOUR VOICE WILL COUNT

For info call the Key Senior Information Center 884-9814 or 
Key Peninsula Community Services at 884-4440
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ARTS

Local author Lorraine Hart 
has been writing since she 
was a small girl. She wrote her 
fi rst play at age 7 and has just 
published her fi rst book of  
poetry, “There I Had to Go.”

By Sharon Hicks, KP News

A local aspiring and inspiring author and 
songwriter, Lorraine Hart of  Home, just re-
ceived the fi rst copies of  her new book of  
poems entitled  “There I Had To Go”.  She 
writes from the heart of  nature, love, phi-
losophy, music and a tribute to Joni Mitchell, 
famous songwriter and performer. The title 
speaks for itself: Everywhere was wild and 
they told me, “Don’t go there!” she said.

When Lorraine started this, her fi rst 
book, she said it felt “like holding a baby for 
the fi rst time.”

Born across the world in Cypress, Hart 
grew up in both England and Southeast 
Asia, then moved to Canada and fi nally the 
United States in 1979 where she was a writer 

for nearly 20 years in New York.  
She picked up her fi rst pen at the age of  

three and wrote a play by the age of  seven 
and has been writing songs and poems ever 
since. She adds that the book wanders, as 
she has, and her hope is that “you may fi nd 
something of  your own journey within.” 
She has lived on the peninsula for 14 years 
and has a son and daughter.

Hart’s books may be found at Sunnycrest 
Nursery, Two Crazy Cousins, an eventual 
book signing at Borders and online at Wa-
termarkwriters.com. Nov. 14 her book will 
be on exhibition in Poulsbo along with the 
work of  Jerry Libstaff, Tweed Meyer and 
other authors and artists.

As well as being a poetess and songwriter, 
Lorraine has a jazz combo, the “Jazz Mu-
sette,” that performs locally and will be per-
forming Oct. 2 at the Longbranch Improve-
ment Club for a benefi t.

Lorraine Hart is currently working on 
a CD and novel and having magical ad-
ventures, “but oh so happy to be still, and 
within the wildness at the edge of  the Sal-
ish Sea.”

Wild journeys of KP author fill pages of her first book of poems

Lorraine
Hart has just 
published
her fi rst book 
of poems, 
“There I Had 
to Go.” She 
introduced
her book with 
a celebration 
at Roadhouse 
on the Hill 
restaurant in 
Key Center 
on Sept. 11.

Photo by Ed Johnson, KP News 

Easy to Find!!
16915 121st

(Corner of Wright Bliss & HWY 302)
KPN, Gig Harbor, WA

253-884-3386

Get your Propane Here!

Get your 
Propane 

Here! Drive Thru Feed
Open Every Day

NEW WINTER HOURS
Mon-Sat 9am to 6pm

Sun llam to 6pm

Starting October 1st
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Submit calendar items to news@keypennews.com  •  Deadline is the 15th of the month

(See Community, Page 15)

To submit an event
To submit an event for the 

Community Works calendar, please 
e-mail news@keypennews.com, 
or mail to P.O. Box 3, Vaughn, WA 
98394. Briefs must be submitted by 
the 15th of the month.

Now-Basic skills 
classes available

Enroll now!  Key Peninsula residents 
are able to complete a basic skills edu-
cation for college entrance or a GED. 
Classes are held Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at 
the Home Fire Station. Evening classes 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. are now available at the TCC 
Gig Harbor Campus. For information, 
registration and orientation call Tracy 
Clark, 253-460-2356.

New Swim times set
The following swim times have been 

set for the Stand by Me Easter Seals 
Pool on South Vaughn Road.  Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday water aerobics, 
$4.25/swim paid monthly, from 10-11 
a.m.

Tuesday, Thursday open swim, 
$4.25/swim paid monthly, from 8-9 
a.m.

Tuesday, Thursday water aerobics, 
$4.25/swim paid monthly, from 9:20-
10:20 a.m.

For information about morning 
swims, call Donna Daily, 884-4473.

Family evening swims, 5-6 p.m. on 
Monday and Wednesday, $4.25/per-
son/swim; children under two free; 
families $15. Open lap evening swims, 
5-6 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday, 
$4.25/person/swim. Drop-ins wel-
come. For information about evening 
swims, call Ellen, 884-2722.

Oct. 2
Farm tour

The Key Peninsula HarvestFEST 
Farm Tour is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit 
local farms, pastures, vineyards and 
gardens. Enjoy hayrides, local music, 
fresh food and the joy of  a farm. The 
Fiber Arts Threads Through Time 
exhibit is at the Longbranch Improve-
ment Club between 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tour maps are in the September issue 
of  KP News or at www.keypennews.

com or pierce.wsu.edu/ag/harvestfest.
html.

Oct. 2
Let’s read!

In cooperation with the library’s 
October “Get a Card” promotion, the 
Friends of  the Key Center Library 
host a used book sale from 12-3 p.m. 
in the Brones Room. All children’s, 
young adult, and paperbacks are 6/$1; 
most hardbacks 6/$5; media items 
3/$2.  Proceeds are used to sponsor 
free programs for the community and 
support materials for the library.  Bring 
a non-perishable donation for the food 
bank and get a free paperback or kid’s 
book. 884-2242.

Oct. 2
Flavors of  fall

Prepare to be shaken, not stirred, 
at the Key Peninsula Civic Center’s 
“James Bond” themed dinner and auc-
tion fundraising event. Doors open at 
5 p.m. for oysters and the martini bar 
and a silent auction; dinner is served at 
7 p.m. followed by the live auction at 8 
p.m. Tickets are available exclusively at 
Sunnycrest Nursery.  www.kpciviccen-
ter.org/Flavors.

Oct. 2 & 16
Identify mushrooms
Mushroom identifi cation work-

shops will be held from 1-3 p.m. at 
Penrose Point State Park. Learn the 
characteristics of  mushrooms; bring 
fresh mushrooms for identifi cation. 
Workshops will be held outside under 
a picnic shelter. First 15 to call will be 

registered. Donations for the park are 
accepted. Call Ranger Dan at 884-2514 
to register.

Oct. 3
Soccer challenge 

Boys and girls 14 and under may 
test their soccer abilities and get all the 
benefi ts of  positive competition with 
one throw-in, one kick for distance, 
one dribbling trial and two goal shots 
at Volunteer Park from 9 a.m.-12:50 
p.m. Drop-ins are welcome at this KP 
Parks event, which will run rain or 
shine. Each participant must provide 
valid verifi cation of  date of  birth. 
Chad, 884-9240.

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24
Bloodmobile dates
The bloodmobile will be at Albert-

son’s from11:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Community meal

The Free Community Meal program 
is held at the Key Peninsula Communi-
ty Services Building (just south of  the 
bridge in Home) at 3 p.m. The meal is 
sponsored by local churches and is free 
to everyone. Brett, 884-4440.

Oct. 4
Indoor soccer 

deadline
Key Pen Parks offers indoor soc-

cer designed just for kids ages 4-8. 
This program gives youth the chance 
to learn and improve their skills and 
fundamentals of  soccer with scaled 
down equipment, specialized drills and 
games.  Adult involvement is encour-
aged during sessions, which are at the 
KP Middle School on Saturdays (Oct. 
9-Nov. 13). Cost is $43/person. Dead-
line to register is Oct. 4. Call Chad at 
884-9240 or chad@keypenparks.com.

Oct. 4
Travel Club

The KP Travel Club meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Brones Room of  the Key Center 
Library. Program to be announced. All 
interested are welcome to attend.

The Travel Club has no offi cial 
membership, no offi cers, no dues. The 
one requirement is interest in sharing 
and learning about places beyond our 
local part of  the world.

For more information, call 884-3937 
or 884-4697.

Oct. 7
Coffee with 

Stan Flemming
Chuck West, Hugh McMillan and 

Larry Wingard will host a “coffee 
hour” to meet, greet and discus your 
views with County Council candidate 
Stan Flemming at 6 p.m. at Hugh’s 
home. Call Hugh 884-3319 or Larry 
884-4544 for directions. 

Oct. 7
Fuchsia club

The Lakebay Fuchsia Club meets at 
7 p.m. at the Key Center Library.  Gin-
nie, 884-9744.

Oct. 8, 15, 22, 29
Friday skate night

Skate night is held from 6-9 p.m. for 
elementary and middle school students 
at the KP Civic Center.  Admission is 
$5, which includes skates and all the 
games in the Whitmore Room.  Re-
freshments are available for purchase.  
www.kpciviccenter.org or 884-3456.

Oct. 8
Hip-hop deadline

Today is the deadline to register for 
the Tuesday (Oct. 12-Nov. 16) recre-



ation hip-hop classes for ages 8-14. 
Classes are held in the Whitmore Room 
of  the Civic Center from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. and cost $45. Amanda Blevins is 
the instructor for this KP Parks class. 
Sweat pants and/or tights and gym 
shoes are required. Chad, 884-9240.

Oct. 9
Lyme group

The Lyme disease support group 
meets from 1-3 p.m. at the Key Center 
Library.

Oct. 11
Parks budget meeting

Key Pen Parks holds a public meet-
ing to discuss Key Pen Parks 2011 
Budget as required by RCW 84.52.020.  
Meet at Volunteer Park at 7:30 p.m.  A 
second meeting will be held Nov. 8.

Oct. 12
Knit or crochet

Loving Hearts meet from 1-3 p.m. 
and from 7-9 p.m. on Oct. 28 at the 
WayPoint Church. New members are 
welcome to attend and make projects 
for non-profi ts in the community. 
lovingheartsonkp@aol.com or Virginia, 
884-9619.

Oct. 12
Concepts of  dance
Today is the last day to sign up for 

the concepts of  dance class for ages 
4-7. Classes will be held on Thursdays 
(Oct. 14-Nov. 18) from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
in the Whitmore Room of  the Civic 
Center. Amanda Blevins instructs this 
KP Parks class. Sweat pants and/or 
tights and gym shoes are required. Cost 
is $45/student. Deadline to register is 
Oct. 12. Chad, 884-9240.

Oct. 16
Harvest celebration
The 2nd Annual All-hallows Harvest 

Celebration will be held from 6-8 p.m. 
at Volunteer Park. This KP Parks event 
includes music by Don Allard, story-
telling by Karen Haas, pumpkin judg-
ing and a costume contest. This free 
family event will happen rain or shine; 

bring lawn chairs and roasting sticks 
for s’mores.  Donations of  a dollar or 
can of  food for the food bank are ap-
preciated. See KP Parks ad for judging 
contest rules. chad@keypenparks.com.

Oct. 19
Holiday food sampler

Join Barbara Rowland at the Vol-
unteer Park Concession Building for 
some new ideas for holiday foods. 
She will furnish samples and recipes. 
This KP Parks event is from 6-8 p.m. 
for ages 14 and older and costs $12. 
Deadline to register is Oct. 14. chad@
keypenparks.com or 884-9240.

Oct. 23
Croptoberfest

Enjoy an all-day scrapbooking mara-
thon from noon – 10 p.m. Registra-
tion fee of  $35 includes lots of  room 
to work, dinner and snacks, gift bags, 
prizes, a peek at new products, demos 
and two small workshops. Limited sup-
plies are available for purchase.  www.
kpciviccenter.org for information or to 
register.

Oct. 26
Dental van visits

The Dental Van, which services 
people in transitional housing, will be 
at the Key Peninsula Civic Center from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Call 884-5433 for an ap-
pointment.

Oct. 27
Poets’ beat night

Talented local poets, writers and mu-
sicians will entertain folks beginning at 
6 p.m. in O’Callahan’s  Pub and Grill. 
The show is presented by the KP Writ-
ers’ Guild and includes an open mic 
session for visiting artists. 884-6455.

Oct. 28
Speaker at library

Environmental journalist Craig 
Welch, author of  “Shell Games: 
Rogues, Smugglers, and the Hunt for 
Nature’s Bounty,” speaks from 7–9 
p.m. at the Key Center Library. Welch 
will describe the underworld of  geo-
duck traffi cking in the South Sound 
and the hunt for wildlife poachers. The 
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OFF THE 
KEY

OCTOBER
PUBLIC MEETINGS

KP Metro Parks
Discuss KP Parks 2011 Budget,  Oct. 

11, 7:30 p.m. at Volunteer Park Annex.

Fire District 16
Oct. 12 & 26, 6 p.m. in meeting room, 

Key Center Fire Station.

KP Community Council
Oct. 13, 6:30 p.m. at Key Center 

Library.

Peninsula School District 
Board

Oct. 14, Purdy Elementary, 6 p.m. 
regular meeting  and Oct. 28, 6 p.m. 
regular meeting at district offi ce.

KP Civic Center Board
Oct. 14, 7 p.m. in Whitmore Room, 

KPCC.

LIC
Potluck meeting, Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m. 

Longbranch Improvement Club.

Oct. 15
Free movie

The Gig Harbor Welcome 
Club sponsors “West Side Story” 
at 10 a.m. at the Galaxy Uptown 
Theatre. 253-238-6490 or gighar-
borwelcomeclub.com

Oct. 23
Holiday bazaar

St. Hugh Episcopal Church, 
280 E Wheelwright, Allyn, hosts 
its Annual Holiday Bazaar from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. The bazaar includes a 
silent auction, bake sale, an array 
of  holiday decorations and gift 
items. Proceeds from the sale ben-
efi t the Allyn and Key Peninsula 
communities. 884-3603

author will sell and sign copies of  his 
book. Donations for the Key Penin-
sula Food Bank are encouraged. This 
program is sponsored by the Friends 
of  the Key Center Library. www.pierce-
countylibrary.org or 884-2242.

Oct. 28
Library Discussion 

Group
The Key Center Library Book 

Discussion Group meets at 11 a.m.  
Arnold Gilbert will lead the discussion 
about “The Janissary Tree” by Jason 
Goodwin. The book may be checked 
out at the library for those wanting 
to read it before the discussion.  New 
members are welcome. 884-2242.

 Oct. 30
Cider pressing tour
A day trip to the Cedar Creek Grist 

Mill, including a demo of  cider press-
ing, is for ages 18 and up. The mill was 
built in 1876 and is turbine powered by 
Cedar Creek. The tour leaves Volunteer 

Park at 7:20 a.m. and returns about 6 
p.m. Cost is $36, plus money for lunch 
or to purchase fresh-ground fl our.  
This trip is made possible by Mustard 
Seed and KP Parks. Register by Oct. 
23 at chad@keypenparks.com or 884-
9240.

Oct. 31
Carnival fun

All ghouls, goblins, and ghosts are 
welcome at the annual free, family 
friendly Halloween event from 6-8 p.m. 
at the KP Civic Center which features 
costume contests, games, candy and 
prizes for children of  all ages.  884-
3456 or www.kpciviccenter.org.

Nov. 13
Chili cook-off

Support your local artisan com-
munity and check off  your holiday 
shopping list at the KP Civic Center’s 
3rd Annual Winter Warm -Up & Chili 
Cook-off  event from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
884-3456.

(From Community, Page 14)
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HERRON ISLAND $124,900
A relaxing & quiet retreat located at the end of a 
lane. Sit on your deck & watch the sunrise in the 
morning & enjoy the tranquil views of Case Inlet. 
Herron Island is the Jewel of the South Sound & 
easily accessible by regular ferry runs.
Dallas Amidon & Janette Weister  
253-857-3304  #29 164423

HERRON ISLAND $374,900
Welcome to your waterfront home that boasts 
70’ of Case Inlet. Facing west you’ll enjoy year 
round sunsets. You’ll be greeted by soaring 
ceilings & a wall of windows to take in the 
breathtaking views. Cozy living room with 
knotty pine walls & a wood stove. 
Dallas Amidon & Janette Weister  
253-857-3304  #26886

LONGBRANCH  $89,950
Let nature surround you! This 5 acre parcel is 
drenched in sunshine. Lot is partially cleared, 
power is at the road. This may be joined with 
the 2 other parcels for over 15 acres. 

Janette Weister & Dallas Amidon  
253-857-3304  #76590

HERRON ISLAND $149,500
Welcome to your Island retreat! Beautifully 
remodeled cabin. Large 398 sq ft deck to take in 
the western views, which includes both water & 
sunsets. Just in time for summer fun- bring your 
boat & use the boat launch or use the docks. 
Dallas Amidon & Janette Weister  
253-857-3304  #39876

FILUCY BAY  $436,000
Affordable waterfront! Breathtaking views of Mt 
Rainier. Guest quarters over the garage features 
a large deck with views of Pitt & Drayton 
Passage. 50 feet of waterfront with your own 
pebble beach.

Janette Weister & Dallas Amidon  
253-857-3304  #117362

LONGBRANCH  $104,500
Super level building site with a 10 ft easement 
to the beach with 2nd class tidelands rites. Enjoy 
sunsets across the Case Inlet. 180 degrees 
of marine & mountain views lasting through 
eternity.

Bill Poch  
253-857-3304  #119732

GIG HARBOR  $190,000
Nice, well maintained home featuring 3 bedroom, 
2 baths & 1664 square feet. Built in 2006, this 
rambler sits on 1.33 acres with an attached 2 
car garage.

Dottie Mazza & Cinda Baldwin  
253-857-3304  #29 107936

HERRON ISLAND $49,000
Something to build on! This lot has a partial 
Eastern view with water, power & septic. Watch 
the eagles, fi sh & seals play. Herron Island offers 
3 miles of beach walking, boat ramps, docks & 
playing fi elds. 

Dallas Amidon & Janette Weister  
253-857-3304  #29 066439

LONGBRANCH  $189,000
70 ft of no bank waterfront. Peaceful, serene, 
gorgeous westerly to southern exposure. Just a 
few steps from the salt water & smooth pebble 
beach

Bill Poch  
253-857-3304  #119810

LAKE MINTERWOOD $299,500
Like new home with new appliances. Great 
community of above average quality homes, 
near schools, Little League fi elds, Hospital & 
YMCA. 2000+ square feet home with 3 bedroom 
& 2.25 baths.
Bill Poch  
253-857-3304  #114005

SOUTH KITSAP  $85,000
High & dry just like a park. Partial view of Mt 
Rainier & territorial with farms, horses & pasture. 
Near fresh & salt water recreation. 20 minutes 
to Tacoma.

Bill Poch  
253-857-3304  #128330

HERRON ISLAND $235,000
Dreaming about 66’ of waterfront with Western 
Sunsets & views of the Olympic Mountains with 
a sandy beach? Build your dream home with 
picture perfect views. You can enjoy the 5th 
wheel that comes with the lot while you build & 
all the other amenities. 
Dallas Amidon & Janette Weister  
253-857-3304  #15142

Windermere Real Estate Welcomes

Bill Poch
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Cutter Bug
1/4-page ad

Each year the Center for Disease Con-
trol selects the three strains of  infl uenza 
virus they feel are most likely to cause 
widespread infections. This changes every 
year, so the vaccine also changes.  This 
year, the vaccine covers last year’s “Swine 
Flu” which is  the infl uenza A  (H1N1) 
strain, along with two other strains of  in-
fl uenza, A Victoria ( H3N2), and B Bris-
bane. There will only be one fl u shot this 
year, and it covers the H1N1 strain. This 
year, the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) are recommending a fl u vaccina-
tion for everyone over 6 months of  age, 
and they are also recommending that the 
vaccination be given earlier this year. In 
keeping with these recommendations, we 
will be offering the vaccine earlier than in 
past years. 

We plan to host our traditional fl u shot 
clinic on October 2 from 9 a.m. until noon 
at the Key Medical Center, 15610 89th St. 
in downtown Key Center. This adult fl u 
shot clinic will be open to all residents of  
the Key Peninsula, not just the patients in 
our practice. 

We will not be vaccinating children on 
that day. 

Flu vaccinations for all community 
children will be available at our Tues-
day morning well child clinics at 9 a.m. 
throughout October. We will be traveling 
overseas to Herron Island on October 4 
to deliver fl u shots at the Herron Island 
Fire station in the afternoon, and will be 
taking fl u shots to the Senior luncheon 
on Oct. 6 at noon at the Key Peninsula 
Community Service Center ( Food Bank) 
in Lakebay.   Flu shots are also available at 
many local community pharmacies. 

 Once again, the recommendations are 
that everyone over 6 months of  age gets 
a fl u vaccine this year. All Medicare and 
Medicaid ( DSHS) programs cover the fl u 
shots, but some private insurances may 
not. It’s best to check your insurance be-
fore you roll up your sleeve. 

If  you have any questions about the 
vaccine or the fl u, please call us at 884-
9221.

William F. Roes MD
Key Medical Center 

Flu shots 
available

Photo by Danna Webster, KPNews

Tribute was paid to Key 
Peninsula’s Dr. William 
Roes at the major donor 
appreciation event for the 
Mustard Seed Project, 
Sept. 16.  Dr. Roes received 
“The Music Man” portrait, a 
painting by Key Peninsula 
artist Beverly Pedersen. The 
painting features him as the 
conductor and trombone 
player for the Down Home 
Band. The purchase of the 
portrait was a spontaneous 
project organized by Joyce 
Tovey of Lakebay. Tovey 
arranged for the surprise 
presentation at the event 
in recognition of Dr. Roes’ 
dedication to building the 
Key Peninsula community. 
He serves as president of 
the Board of Directors for 
Mustard Seed, which works 
to make the Key Peninsula 
elder-friendly by provid-
ing services and programs 
allowing community mem-
bers to “age in place” with 
dignity, respect, self-deter-
mination, and safety.
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Betty Ringlee
1/2-page vert ad

Life with a preemie is dif-
fi cult for anyone, but one 
Key Pen couple is dealing 
with it all at the age of  19.

By Marsha Hart, KP News

When Melissa Larson and Joe Lyons 
found out they were having a baby, they 
were excited. Though they are both young, 
only 19 years old, the couple couldn’t wait 
for that fi rst ultrasound, for the news of  
whether they were having a girl or a boy, and 
the joy of  choosing a name.

Keeping their friends and family in-
formed on Facebook became an almost dai-
ly update as Melissa posted about her morn-
ing sickness, her anticipation of  the next 
doctor’s appointment and how she couldn’t 
wait to see her baby’s face.

A due date of  Nov. 19 had them count-
ing down the days, and a baby shower was 
scheduled for September. Facing parent-
hood so early is challenging for anyone, but 
what this couple was about to face is more 

than most have to endure in a lifetime.
On Aug. 5 Melissa was having stomach 

pains.  “I thought they were Braxton Hicks,” 
she said. “I thought it was normal.”

Braxton Hicks are normal pre-labor con-
tractions, and most women have them dur-
ing pregnancy. 

The pain continued into the night and 
she said at 4 a.m. Joe told her to take a bath 
and maybe that would help. That’s when she 
saw some spots of  blood.

“I was going to my OB/GYN on the 6th 
anyway, but I called my doctor and asked if  
she wanted me to wait until 9 when I was 
coming for the appointment,” she said.

The doctor told her to go to the hospital. 
“I got there at 7 a.m. and they said I was 

in labor and dilated to eight. I was really 
scared.”

To give birth, women have to dilate to 10. 
By 8:30 a.m. on Aug. 6, Alaura May Ly-

ons was born weighing 1 pound 11 pounc-
es. She was transferred to Tacoma General 
Hospital’s NICU, and Melissa had to stay 

Photo by Marsha Hart, KP News 
Alaura Lyons is expected to stay in the hospital until her expected Nov. 19 
due date.

Young KP couple faces 
parenthood head-on, early

(See Parenthood, Page 19)



one day at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
“She’s very sick and not fully developed,” 

Larson said. “She has a 50-50 chance, and 
they said they’re taking as good care of  her 
as they can.”

She has already undergone heart surgery, 
and had bleeding in her brain, Larson said. 
Both lungs collapsed, and she has been on a 
breathing machine. 

“Her lungs aren’t developed,” she said.
Melissa and Joe spend every spare mo-

ment at the hospital. They are housed in an 
apartment near the hospital so they can be 
close by. 

“I wake up, go eat breakfast and come 
straight here,” she said. “I stay until about 
2:30, go back to the apartment and I have to 
pump breast milk for her. Then I eat lunch 
and update on Facebook, then come back 
at 4 p.m. to change her. Joe goes to work 
at 5:30 p.m. and then I come back to the 
apartment at about 6:30, talk to my mom 
and then come back to the hospital until 
midnight when Joe gets off.”

It’s the same routine every day. But she 

doesn’t want to leave the hospital.
“It seems like every time I leave some-

thing bad happens, so I just don’t want to 
leave,” she said. 

Worrying about her daughter consumes 
Melissa’s days and nights, and she said it is 
diffi cult to get her mind off  of  it. 

Now at 3 pounds, Alaura is making great 
progress, but is still expected to be in the 
hospital until her due date. Melissa and Joe 
hope to have her home by Thanksgiving. 

Though medical bills are currently cov-
ered by insurance, Melissa said the biggest 
need is rent money. She is unable to work, 
and Joe is working part-time. “He has had 
to take off  work quite a bit when she has 
had bad days, and when she had her heart 
surgery,” Melissa said. “One or both of  us is 
always with her.”

Area businesses have donation jars near 
cash registers, and anyone who would like to 
donate to the family can do so at Key Bank 
in Alaura’s name.

You can also keep up with her progress 
on Facebook by becoming a friend of  Alau-
ra Lyons.
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Joe Lyons and Me-
lissa Larson spend 

their days and nights 
at the Tacoma Gen-
eral NICU with their 

daughter Alaura. She 
was born prema-

turely and weighed 1 
pound 11 ounces.
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“The key to your next adventure”

Indoor Soccer
Key Pen Parks is offering an Indoor 
Soccer program designed just for the 
little guys and gals. This program gives 
youth the chance to learn and improve 
their skills and fundamentals of soccer. 
Scaled down equipment, specialized 
drills and games will be used to ensure 
success for all kids. Adult involvement is 
encouraged during sessions.

Ages: 4-8
Location: KP Middle School Gym
Day/Date: Saturdays, 10/9-11/13
   Sess #1  9:00-9:50am (age 7-8)
   Sess #2  10:00-10:50am (age 6)
   Sess #3  11:00-11:50am (age 5)
   Sess #4  12:00-12:50pm (age 4)
Fee:  $43
Min/Max: 10/20 per age group 

Recreation Hip Hop 
In this fun dance class students will learn 
the very popular style of dance for boys 
& girls. Students will improve endurance 
& flexibility while they learn the latest 
dance moves to upbeat music! Sweat 
pants, and/or tights, plus gym shoes are 
required.

Age: 8-14
Location: Whitmore Rm, Civic Ctr
Day/Date:  Tuesday, 10/12-11/16
Time:  4:30-5:30 pm
Fee: $45
Min/Max: 6/15

Note: Deadline to register 10/8

Holiday Food Sampler 
Tired of the same old holiday foods? 
Come and get some new ideas for 
appetizers, snacks, desserts, and turkey 
basics. There will be samples to taste 
and recipes to take home!

Ages:             14+
Location:        Vol Pk Concess Bld.
Day/Date:      Monday 10/19
Time:             6-8 PM
Fee:              $12
Min/Max:        5/20

Note: Deadline to register 10/14

Cedar Creek Grist  
Mill-Cider Pressing
The mill was built in 1876 and is turbine 
powered by the Cedar Creek. Our visit 
will include a demonstration of apple 
pressing for cider and wheat grinding. 
You can also take a serene creek side 
walk.  Bring money for lunch and extra 
money to purchase fresh ground flour.

Ages: 18+
Location: Volunteer Park
Day/Date: Saturday, 10/30
Time: 7:30am-6:00pm
Fee: $36
Min/Max: 5/10

Trips made possible with the partnership 
of The Key Peninsula Mustard Seed & 
Key Pen Parks

For more information contact Key Pen Parks at 253-884-9240 or chad@keypenparks.com

2011 Budget Hearings 
Key Pen Parks will hold two public meetings to discuss Key Pen Parks 2011 
Budget as required by RCW  84.52.020. The first meeting will be Monday 
October 11 and the second meeting will be on Monday November 8.  The 
meetings will take place at Volunteer Park Annex beginning at 7:30 pm.



Staff Report

A joyous and encouraging celebration of  
song and faith played out with extraordinary 
intensity at WayPoint Church on Sept. 11. 
A four-hour musical extravaganza with local 
worship team groups paid tribute to ‘more 
than just music’. 

The Key to Worship (K2W) event cel-
ebrated year number three on the Key Pen-
insula.  “It was the single most powerful 
event I have participated with here on the 
Key Peninsula” says event coordinator Glen 
Ehrhardt.  

Each worship team shared wonderful va-
rieties of  today’s Christian music: 

Lakebay Community Church served the 
four-stringed musical instrument of  the 
cello blending contemporary worship with 
a hint of  bluegrass and a touch of  classical.

InnerChange Worship served a full com-
pliment of  original compositions that incor-
porated a slight funky and boogie style add-
ing a unique measure of  diversity.

Gig Harbor Nazarene performed an 
acoustic set of  ‘light’ Christian gems dis-

playing a delightful balance and melodi-
ous blend. WayPoint Church added upbeat 
worship team renditions popular in today’s 
Christian pop culture that fully engaged the 
audience Wellspring Fellowship utilized a 
contemporary style to engage people to ac-
tively participate in authentic worship. “It 
is not about singing or listening, we look 
at worship as corporate prayer,” says Chris 
Henderson, Pastor of  Wellspring Fellow-

ship.  He adds, “There is an audience of  
only one, and a worship team’s role is to lead 
worship in such a way that the distinction 
between team and congregation disappears 
and that we worship as one.”

To kick off  this years event, Pastor Tim 
Stobbe of  WayPoint Church opened in 
prayer including several moments of  silence 
in remembrance of  9-11 nine years ago. Te-
resa Martinson updated the development of  

the Red Barn Youth Center project, sharing 
continued optimism and reminded us of  
the overwhelming need for such a facility 
here on the Key Peninsula.  The Red Barn, 
a venture of  WayPoint Church, is escalating 
the effort to meet the ongoing fi nancial and 
logistical challenges to bring opening day 
closer to reality.  “There is much work left 
to be done, but with community support we 
will get there”, says Martinson. 

“Preparation for next year has already 
begun, concluding the achievement of  the 
most successful year thus far,” Ehrhardt said 
of  the celebration.  “Interlacing a common 
thread with community churches remains 
a pinnacle objective for this event, uniting 
worshippers in fellowship in a collabora-
tive effort.  Success is not always measured 
in numbers but rather the power of  the 
end result, and that power was amazingly 
evident and experienced by everyone,” adds 
Ehrhardt.  He concludes, “This is one event 
you will want to schedule for next year.”

For more information, contact Way-
Point Church at 853-7878, or visit way-
pointchurch.org.
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Photo by Faith Rhodes, KP News 
Members of the community and several congregations gathered for the Key 
to Worship event at WayPoint Church.

Waypoint celebration sings loud and clear

$5 OFF 
Lunch or Dinner

Buy one lunch combination (#1-16)  or  
one dinner combination (#1-24)
and two drinks at regular price 

and receive $5 OFF 
second combination 

 Lunch served 11–3  Mon.–Fri. 
One coupon per party. No substitutions please. Dine in only.  

Not valid with any other offer. Coupon must be presented 
before ordering. Not valid on Buffet.  

Valid good til 10-31-10

Port Orchard  
360-895-1315

Taco Bar Tuesday

All You 
Can Eat!

$595
3pm to 8pm in Cantina Only

w/Drink 
Purchase

Key Center  
253-884-3707

www.elsombreromex.com

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS
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By Marsha Hart, KP News

While the communities of  the Key Pen-
insula and Gig Harbor are gathering for a 
celebration to thank fi rst responders in our 
area on Oct. 2, one young mother is espe-
cially grateful. She said from law enforce-
ment to paramedics and ER staff, they all 
helped her and her children through a dif-
fi cult ordeal.

In January Cara Smith and her hus-
band Justin were having marital problems. 
Though she said they tried to make it work 
and had sought help for their relationship, it 
was quickly spiraling and hope was waning. 

On Jan. 11 she sent her daughter to 
school, and she and Justin were home with 
their 11-month-old son Wyatt. What hap-
pened that morning was terrifying for her, 
she said. It was a shock for the community. 

The couple argued, but it turned physical 
as she tried to leave, she said. 

“I knew that my husband would hurt 
myself  or my child.”

She said she tried to run after he took 
her keys and cell phone away from her, but 

he followed her. As they continued to argue 
she said she pleaded with him to just let her 

leave. She said he made her put the baby in 
his truck. One car drove past, and she hoped 
they would see that something was not right 
with the scene, but the car kept going. 

“He came for my throat one last time 
and basically told me I was going to die, and 
there happened to be a Pierce County Sher-
iff ’s car that pulled into our driveway,” Cara 
said. 

Someone had heard a scream and called 
9-1-1.

“I’ve never been so happy to see some-
one in my life.”

Justin backed out of  the driveway, hitting 
the deputy’s car, and sped away.

Cara said there was a bit of  confusion at 
fi rst, because the responders didn’t realize 
the baby was in the truck with her husband. 
Once they knew, everything was amped up. 
Helicopters were in the air, SWAT offi cers 
were on the ground and schools were on 
lockdown.

“They immediately drew in all types of  
help and my daughter had been put on a 
bus and was at school, so they were able to 
lock down the school and got her into my 

care and in a way that was not disruptive 
to her,” she said. “The SWAT guys got me 
out of  there immediately when they found 
the abandoned vehicle in Lake Holiday and 
it totally changed the climate of  what was 
going on. They were very thorough about 
checking my residence because there was 
a missing rifl e that was my husband’s. We 
didn’t know where it was, and they were 
concerned he had it.”

Justin had been in the Marine Corps. 
As the team of  offi cers searched for Jus-

tin and Wyatt, Cara sat in a vehicle with a 
member of  law enforcement.

“We were on a back road in Lake Holi-
day and I looked at his dashboard and all 
the pictures of  his family and it really was 
meaningful that they were out there look-
ing for my child and they’re just people like 
me. It gave me another perspective of  what 
they do.”

Sgt. Jesus Villahermosa of  the Pierce 
County Sheriff ’s Department heard a soft 
cry and was the offi cer who told everyone 

Photo courtesy of  Cara Smith 
Cara Smith spends an afternoon with 
her children Taylor, 7 and 20-month-
old Wyatt. Pierce County Sheriff’s 
deputies, along with other fi rst 
responders, helped bring him home 
safe after he was abandoned in the 
woods near Lake Holiday in January.

A mother says thank you; words are not enough

(See Thank you, Page 23)

Su
ppo

rt Yo
ur Local Food Bank!

We are looking for Bread Run Drivers! Give us a call at 884-4440
Key Peninsula 

Community Services
Food Bank & Senior Center

17015 9th St Ct KPN
P. O. Box 392

Lakebay, WA 98349

253-884-4440
FAX 253-884-6196

 Dear Key Peninsula Community Members,

Soon you will receive a request from your local Food Bank & 
Senior Center for a much needed donation. We are sincerely 
challenged with many people needing support right now and we 
need HELP to meet that need.  

PLEASE give as generously as possible.  We only ask our 
community once a year for a direct pledge and we are hoping 
that you will help by sending a donation as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Penny Gazabat
Executive Director

 A Special Thanks for our 
Volunteers of the Month

JULY 
Bud Ulsh

AUGUST

Molly Meyers

SEPTEMBER

Barbara Bence
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to be quiet, and found Wyatt, she said. 
“I was able to thank him personally be-

cause I saw him at my husband’s second 
arraignment,” she said. “I saw him in the 
courthouse and got all the way to my car 
and realized ‘Oh my gosh, that is the guy 
that brought back my baby.’”

She was able to talk with him and thank 
him, and she said it meant a lot to her to 
have the chance to do it in person.

“His buddy is Sgt. Frank Clark, they are 
the main players in fi nding my baby. From 
EMS to air support and the guys who came 
out after that to make sure we were OK, 

and the people who took care of  us as if  we 
were their own kids. I just want to thank all 
of  them. And also the people who came by 
and put cards in our door, perfect strangers 
who left things like Albertson’s gift cards.”

The gift cards were very much needed, 
she said, as the weeks wore on and life was 
diffi cult.

She said Child Protective Services has 
played a big role in protecting her son as 
well. The couple is divorcing.

The Second Annual Gig Harbor Area 
Honoring First Responders Celebration will 
be Oct. 2 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the parking lot 
of  Gig Harbor United Methodist Church, 
7400 Pioneer Way. It is a free event.

By Marsha Hart, KP News

When St. Anthony Hospital’s Emer-
gency Room department heard about the 
second annual Gig Harbor Area Honoring 
First Responders Celebration, the depart-
ment took a vote for the St. Anthony First 
Responder of  the Year.

Everyone in the ER department, about 
80 people, was eligible, including doctors, 
nurses and secretaries, said Karmela Little, 
the trauma/EMS coordinator for the hos-
pital.

Anne Nesbit, an ER Technician received 
the honor. Nesbit is a Home resident and 
also volunteers for FD 16 as an EMT. She 
works nights at the hospital, and said she 
loves her job.

 “It’s nice for one of  the techs to be no-
ticed,” Nesbit said, confessing she doesn’t 
take praise well. She prefers to look at the 
whole team.

ER techs support the nurses and doctors. 
They help with the dirty jobs, the body fl u-

ids, and the not-so-glamorous parts of  the 
ER. They are usually one of  the fi rst faces 
that people see when they come through the 
ER doors.

“People are being so sweet and they’re 
stoked I got it,” Nesbit said. “I always try 
my best and hardest at everything.”

Several of  her co-workers in the ER said 
she was a natural choice for the honor.

“She is always the fi rst in a room to help 
with a patient,” said Christi Beck, a charge 
nurse in the ER. “She is great with patients 
always ensuring that they are comfortable.”

“I hope people come away with a good 
feeling,” she said. “The ER is scary. You’re 
there because something scary happened, 
and often I’m a go between for the patient 
and the doctor.”

Nesbit will represent St. Anthony Hos-
pital’s Emergency Room Department at the 
Gig Harbor Area Honoring First Respond-
ers Celebration Oct. 2 from 1 to 4 p.m. in 
the parking lot at the United Methodist 
Church, 7400 Pioneer Way. 

(From Thank you, Page 22)

Home resident earns hospital award
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James Leslie Wylie

James (Jim) Leslie Wylie was born Nov. 
27, 1942 and passed on to the Eternal 
Kingdom on Aug. 25, 2010. 

Jim and his wife Peggy have lived and 
worked in Lakebay for 23 years while 
raising their granddaughter Brittney. Jim 
worked at Westbay Auto Parts in Gig 
Harbor until his retirement in 1999 with 
MS. Jim spent his last 11 years of  life in 
a wheelchair battling Primary Progressive 
MS with a grace and humor that touched 
everyone he was around. 

He has left behind two sons and three 
grandchildren in Long Beach, Calif. and a 
daughter and two grandchildren in Lake-
bay. Peace and blessings to you, Jim.

Julia Anne Winkel Carson
Julia Anne Win-

kel Carson “Super 
Julee” Julia, age 36 
was born on Oct. 
28, 1973 in Seattle 
and passed away 
Sept. 4, 2010 at 
home in Puyallup. 

She is survived by her sons Roman 
(15) and Zev (11) Winkel, her stepdaugh-
ter Chelsea and their father Derek. She is 
also survived by her mother Pat Davies 
and Al Kageler, father Bill Wilkinson (Ka-
tie), brothers Mike (Amanda), Paul, Ric, 
and many nieces and nephews. She was a 
graduate of  Fife High School (1992) and 
employed by Group Health Co-operative.

Julia battled brain cancer for more than 
nine years and had a stem cell transplant 
last summer at Seattle Cancer Care Alli-
ance. 

Her goal was to raise her sons by ex-
ample to face life’s challenges with grace, 
courage, humor, bravery and poise under 
the most diffi cult of  circumstances. 

She had so many friends and family 
that loved her, visited her, cheered her 
with phone calls and pampered her with 
meals of  steaks, Mexican food, grinders 
and chocolate. Friends and family will tell 
you that she lit up a room when she en-
tered, loved Coach purses and would nev-
er dream of  turning down Tiffany jewelry, 
but her real treasure was Roman and Zev. 
Praise and thanks to Group Health doc-
tors and nurses that cared for Julia for so 
many years. 

A memorial service to celebrate Julia’s 
life will be held at United Church in Uni-
versity Place, 3912 Grandview Drive West, 
University Place, WA 98466 on Oct. 9, at 
1pm. There is an education fund for the 
boys established at Tapco Credit Union, 
6312 19th St West, Tacoma, WA 98466.

Walter Roy Rickert

Walter Roy Rickert, born in Tacoma on 
July 9, 1922, lived all his youth at Long-
branch. He passed away on Aug. 28, 2010. 
He is survived by his wife Vernetta in Se-
attle, son Ken in Tacoma, daughter Trudy 
Lavalley of  Flagstaff, Ariz., grandson Mi-
chael and family, and granddaughter Janie 
Paulson, all of  Tacoma. He also has a 
large and extended family, many of  whom 
live on the Key Peninsula.

Walt attended Longbranch Grade 
School, then Vaughn Union High School. 
He enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1942, 
and served 32 months in the Asiatic Pa-
cifi c, much of  that time in Alaska.

He was a wonderful husband, father, 
grandfather, neighbor and friend. We will 
always miss his wonderful sense of  hu-
mor and his kind and loving spirit. Life 
will never be the same without you and we 
will love and remember you forever.

Interment will be in Longbranch cem-
etery with his parents.

Want to 
advertise in 
The KP News?
Act now to reserve your  
space for November’s edition

(Ad space must be reserved  
prior to October 15th.)

Contact Lori Deacon
at 884 4412 

or lorideacon@aol.com
Open Daily! 12 Noon-5:30 pm

14701 Purdy Drive N.W., Gig Harbor
(253) 853-1473

INVENTORY REDUCTION 
SALE CONTINUES

Great selection of gifts, SEASONAL
home decor–plus furniture pieces, 

potting tables & displays. 
As much as 40% off w/in-store specials!

No special orders

Discount Rm/Silver Trailer

Now 50% off.

30% OFF ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

W/THIS COUPON.
*Not to be combined. 

Expires 10-31-10
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Monster Dash 
8k Run/5k Walk

Saturday, October 30, 2010

Sponsored by Northwest Sports Physical  
Therapy and TRA. All proceeds will go to  

The Jamie Moyer Foundation.

Race start time:   9:00 am
Registration Fees:   Pre-race $25, day of race $30 

Group rate (15+) $20
Course description: The course will start on Kimball 
and continue to the Cushman Trail for an out and 
back that will include random prizes awarded while 
you race.

Registration options:
1.  Register Online at www.databarevents.com
2.  Join us at our Registration Party-10/21 at The 

Tides in Gig Harbor from 3-8pm
3.  Packet Pickup available at NW Sports Physical 

Therapy-Thurs. 10/28, 8am-6pm at our Tacoma 
Clinic or Fri. 10/29 at our Gig Harbor clinic.

4. Day of the race packet pickup will open at 7:30am

Awards
A gift cerificate for a pair of shoes at South Sound 
Running will be awarded for the best costume and 
top male and female Finisher.

Call NW Sports PT for additional information at 

(253) 851-7472
www.nwsportspt.com

Lack of  participation led 
to cancelation of  some 
Key Pen Parks summer 
camps, but overall the 
district is moving for-
ward with plans for area 
parks.

By William C. Dietz, KP News

Though Key Pen Parks had a full 
schedule of  summer activities available 
for Key Pen youth, three of  the summer 
programs had to be cancelled due to a lack 
of  participation. That includes the British 
Soccer Camp, for boys and girls ages 4-6, 
and 6-12, the Cheer Camp, for kids 4-6, 
and 6-12, and the Junior Academy Camp 
for children 11-15 which was offered in 
conjunction with the Pierce County Sher-
iff ’s department.

“I had people enrolled in these camps--
but not enough to keep them going,” said 

Recreation Coordinator Chad Harvell. 
“You set a minimum. If  you don’t make 
the minimum you have to turn around 
and refund their money.”

Although there’s no way to be sure 
why the programs didn’t attract enough 
participants Harvell theorizes that a down 
economy and transportation issues could 
be part of  the problem. In an effort to 
ensure that future programs attract a suf-
fi cient number of  enrollees the park de-
partment is conducting an online survey 
at keypenparks.com.

Successful programs included Skate 
Camp (skate boarding) for kids 4 to 15, 
Mad Science Camp, for children 5 to 12, 
and a series of  trips including a “Twi-
light Tour” to Forks, which attracted nine 
youngsters who visited the site of  the 
popular “Twilight” movie series. Both the 
Zumba and 360 fi tness programs have 
proven popular as well.  

Where the big picture is concerned Bill 
Trandum, Vice President of  the Key Pen 
Parks Board of  Commissioners, points to 
four major accomplishments during 2010. 

“We secured a 50 year lease on the prop-
erty we call 360 (near Horseshoe Lake). It 
is just shy of  360 acres and its topography 
is such that it will eventually be a terrifi c 
park.

Trandum went on to indicate that the 
commission “...Secured a 50 year lease on 
the property we call Maple Hollow near 
Home. It is waterfront on Henderson Bay, 
about 57 acres and will become a good 
hiking and kayaking destination.”

The commission also adopted a master 
plan for Volunteer Park after a number of  
public hearings that were completed last 
December and started a community gar-
den behind Sunnycrest Nursery in Key 
Center.

As for the future Trandum says, “In 
2011 we would like an agreement with 
the Department of  Natural Resources 
(DNR) to buy out the leaseholds on 360 
and Maple Hollow... Until we actually own 
the land we do not want to invest public 
money in permanent improvements (ball 
fi elds, roads, lighting, irrigation, pavilions 
or the like) because we wouldn’t want 

them to revert back to the DNR. We’d 
also like to start carrying out improve-
ments at Volunteer Park based on our 
master plan. We’ve already started with a 
T-ball fi eld and a Frisbee golf  course, and 
we may very well turn our next attention 
on family-friendly walking/hiking trails 
on the property.”

As for the Key Pen Parks budget, Tran-
dum characterizes the commission as fi s-
cally conservative. 

“We only take about half  the taxpayer 
money that we could legally take without 
going back to the voters,” he says. “We 
under spend that by about 15 percent 
each year so we can build up reserves to 
use for property improvements.”  

As an example of  that Trandum points 
to the Home Park, which was constructed 
using money the commission had saved 
up. He went on to say, “If  we are suc-
cessful in negotiating the 360 and Maple 
Hollow lease buyouts the debt service for 
those two contracts will signifi cantly re-
duce our annual reserve-buildup, but we 
think that is a good use of  the money.”

Lackluster response lead to camps canceled by KP Parks board
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raise permanent moorage rates, transient 
rates and member dues and hold addi-
tional fundraising activities, combination 
of  that we hope would be enough to re-
place the wharf.”

The work will have to be completed 
before Feb. 15, he said, or work will be 

interrupted for a fi sh window that begins 
Feb. 15 and lasts through July 15.

“The county is trying to fi nd the funds 
to demolish and remove the existing 
wharf,” Baillie said. “That will cost about 
$70,000, and they agreed to do that only 
if  they can fi nd the money.”

Forty-two members of  the LIC have a 
permanent slip and the marina offers space 

to those passing through, said Dave Wick-
lund, a member of  the dock committee.

Since its closure the LIC has mobilized 
to provide alternative access to the marina 
with fl oats and dinghies.

“The marina is still open and accessible 
from the water. We still have water, power 
and Wi-Fi,” Baillie said.

Neighbors are stepping in to help.

“I just got an email this morning from 
a waterfront property owner who offered 
his place to members to use his place to 
get in the dinghy and go over to the ma-
rina,” Wicklund said. “Everyone is work-
ing hard to get it resolved.

LIC was notifi ed in February that the 
structure was deteriorating. During nego-
tiations with the county LIC offered to 
replace the structure if  the county would 
remove the old wharf, surplusing the tide-
lands and upland right of  way to LIC, and 
also agree to allow temporary access to 
the structure.

Proceeds from the marina have been 
used to improve the community, and 
sponsor public events such as Beyond the 
Borders, a free music event. The LIC an-
nually funds scholarships to selected Pen-
insula High School graduates.

“The LIC Marina is the economic driv-
ing force behind all the good things that 
the LIC does for and with the commu-
nity,” said Baillie. 

(From Wharf, Page 1)

NEWS

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY

ADVOCATE/ REPRESENTATIVE

The Difference is Personal Service
46 out of 46 cases approved in 2009

MISSION POSSIBLE
Employment Services, Inc.
253-884-9205 

or 
360-798-2920   

www.mpes.net

HELP WANTED
KP News

 looking for an Ad Sales Representative
who is looking to grow as our small but

successful newspaper continues to grow
in both size and readership loyalty.

All we ask is that you have:
     • Reliable Transportation  • A high degree of self-motivation
     • Excellent communication skills -- • Ability to work as an Independent
          both face-to-face AND phone      Contractor, covering Gig Harbor,
     • A computer and knowledge of      getting paid a generous 
          Excel         commission
     • Skills to receive, send and   • Customer service and newspaper
          forward e-mail        experience preferred, but not
     • Understand how to attach fi les      required
          to e-mail, as well as downloading
          e-mail attachments

Interested?
Please send a cover letter and resume to

kpads@comcast.net
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John’s Small Engine Repair

All small engines for mowers, weed wackers, 
pressure washers, generators, etc..

11615 Creviston Dr. NW
Call 253-851-4628

KEY PENINSULA CARPENTER
All Phases of  Carpentry & Painting

Owner/Operator
Free Estimates/Same Day Call Back

License - Bonded - Insured

CALL STEVE 
253-884-6693

Stevestem@gmail.com

Steve’s Home Repair & Remodel Lic # STEVEHR064J2

Nimrick’s Bulldozing “Fire Up The Diesel”

Land Clearing
Site Prep

Rock Walls
Roads

Logging
Gravel

Small & Large Jobs

Call for 

Free 
Estimate

15406 92nd St. KPN  Jeremy 253 606 3085
Gig Harbor, WA 98329  Randy 253 606 3088

Serving the community for over 32 years

Family Owned & Operated Since 1963 Serving Key Peninsula 

PIPKIN TRACTOR SERVICE 
253-884-3609  
www.pipkintractor.com 

 Tiller • Dump Truck • Loader • Driveways 
Box Blading • Brush Hogging • Blackberry Control                          

SAW MILL 
Portable & willing to travel!

Let me turn your logs into lumber.
Very Economical & Green
License - Bonded - Insured

CALL STEVE 206-300-9871 stevestem@gmail.com
Lic # STEVEHR064J2 (Steves home repair and remodel)

(cell) 253-514-9259

Lonning’s Saw

New Address:
14524 94th Ave. NW

Gig Harbor, WA 98329
253-857-4648

We’ve 

Moved!
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Out & About
To see more Out & About photos, visit our web site at www.keypennews.com and fol-
low the Photo Gallery link. See more of your neighbors out and about, Key Peninsula 

scenes and happenings. The online gallery features web site exclusive photos!

Ed Johnson, KP News 
Above: There was something for everyone to enjoy during Key Fest at Vol-
unteer Park. Teens were seen testing their skills at the Boy Scout Troop 220 
rope bridge.
Left: Luke Plummer tries valiantly to intercept a Gig Harbor pass during the 
2010 Fish Bowl. Gig Harbor went on to a 31-7 victory.

Ed Johnson, KP News
Above: Skate Night has become a popular activity for youth on the Key Peninsula. 
The Friday night event resumes Oct. 8 at the Key Peninsula Civic Center.
Left: Ozzark B. Lukaz teeters precariouly on the bouncing log after having set his choke.

Ed Johnson, KP News

Hugh McMillan, KP News




